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EDITORIAL

Foreword

by The Lieutenant Colonel
Major General Roly Walker DSO

1l credit to the Editor and his editorial team for

bumper Gazette this year, to the many varied

and new contributors who have taken time to put

pen to paper and fingers to keyboards for the first

time, and to the redoubtable stalwarts upon whom
we have long relied to keep the story going.

I think this reflects bountiful material from a
busy year at home and at large across the world,
in uniform and out, with our many friends and
supporters. There is some sadness, in marking the
passing of some big names either into history or
in recalling them as anniversaries align. There is
also a remarkable breadth to what we get up to as
a matter of routine. Above all, it’s reassuring that
we all take a deep interest in the fortunes of the
Regiment.

It’s hard to pick out one thing from amongst it
all, but I would like to wish the Association well for
their centenary year. Every little helps, as they say,
and we can all be very grateful for the diligence and
commitment of the Association’s officers, trustees,
branch staff and volunteers towards our veterans.
The Association is a network, adapting to the 21st
century, and is therefore only as good as the people

who fight to keep it active, aware and alive. 100
years old, we owe it to Grenadiers yet born to keep
it that way for the next 100.

Many thanks indeed to all, contributors, readers,
and the unsung heroes who have helped fellow
Grenadiers in need of support and friendship. I
hope the tales herein inspire even more Grenadiers
to tell a story which captures the present in prose,
enriches our understanding of a shared history, and
informs the future success of our great Regiment.

Major General Roly Walker DSO.

Editorial Notes

by Brigadier David Russell-Parsons OBE
formerly Genadiers Guards

ur 2019 edition already seems like another

decade ago. By the time readers will have
caught up on the news in this year’s journal,
and everything in it, it will feel like another year
has gone past. Andy Green and I welcome Alan
Ogden into the Editorial fold as Assistant, a role
which has increased our reach, benchmark for
quality and ambition. Our standing Committee

for editorial meetings feels exceptionally strong,
enjoying terrific representation from the Battalion,
Nijmegen Company and Regimental Headquarters,
reinforced by the Association and Philip Wright,
our rock in historical knowledge and maintaining
our step with the Guards Magazine. You will be
pleased to see that we will keep developing both
format and content of the Gazette. You will see the
differences, starting with the front cover, whilst
remaining true to the journal’s origins, its purpose
as an Association journal and handy size. This year
is full of colour again reflecting the variety and
opportunity on offer for all those serving, much of
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EDITORIAL
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2nd Battalion Officers in 1860s - Whatever happened to Mutton Chops?

it written by more junior members of the Regiment
to their enormous credit. You will see from a full
Battalion report and personal article from the
Commanding Officer how much there is to do in
a reduced Army which is rewarding, different and
absorbing. We are grateful to Simon Soskin, as the
current SO1 Foot Guards, for putting Regimental
activities in a Household Division context. Plans
for the capability and geography of the Division
are being looked at again as we approach the next
Integrated Defence and Security Review.

We think we have a journal which reflects the spark
of the serving Regiment with the enthusiasm and
exceptional efforts and activities of the Association.
Please keep your contributions coming year on year,
and tell us what you think. It remains your journal.
Finally, as we go to print, I would want to reflect on
two former stalwarts of the Gazette who are no longer
with us - firstly Henry Hanning, our previous editor,
as well as Conway Seymour as former Regimental

Adjutant, and share our sympathy with Elizabeth
and Diana and their families as they remain very
much in our memory.

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that
those submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation,
obtained consent to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes
this is not the case or has a DPA related concern should contact the Editor.

The GRENADIER GAZETTE is published annually in March.
EDITORIAL TEAM: Brigadier David Russell-Parsons, Assitant Editor
Captain (ret’d) Alan Ogden, Association Editor Major AJ Green,

c/o Regimental Headquarters, Grenadier Guards,

Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ

(Tel: 0207 414 3225).

All contributions to Regimental Treasurer.

Email: regtltreasurer@grengds.com

Y

The opinions expressed in the articles of this magazine are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the policy and views, official or otherwise, of the Regiment
or the MOD. This publication contains official information. It should be
treated with discretion by the recipient.

© Crown Copyright
Member of the Association of Service Journals
Printed by Healeys Print Group, Ipswich




Lieutenant Colonel Henry
Hanning - our ‘Gentleman’
Editor

1976-2007

by Brigadier David Russell-Parsons OBE

aving been one of the hundreds who attended

Henry’s funeral in a church which the vicar
declared had never been so full, I was fortunate
enough to hear the memorable eulogy given by
Colonel Richard Aubrey Fletcher on behalf of The
Regiment. The aim of this tribute is to remember
Henry as the founder and drive behind our
Regimental journal. As Senior Major of the 1st
Battalion in 1976, and in advance of other Foot
Guard and wider Regiments, he produced the first
edition of what was to become our Gazette. He
continued as Editor, both as a serving and then as
aretired Grenadier until 2006, a period of 30 years.
He is the embodiment of everything it has become
today.

I knew Henry well, both from early Captain days
when I was first tasked with input to the Gazette,
then as a company commander and as Senior Major
myself, responsible for ensuring the Battalion
submitted annual contributions, and as an
editorial consultant and friend. Henry was always
passionate about the quality of the input and the
standard of writing. He set the bar high, even if
he had to be forgiving occasionally when all his
highly developed printing deadlines were missed in
a world of wider priorities. In the days before easy
printer-Editor internet connectivity, and our ability
to adjust format and photos online, he bore an
extraordinary load on producing the design of the
journal himself. He was master of the detail on how
much each printing space contribution needed, how
both halves of the magazine needed to be balanced,
how every Regimental record and roll needed to be
100% accurate, how letters to the Editor needed
to be answered promptly and actioned when they
included ideas or corrections and how the journal
needed to work for both the serving Regiment and
the whole Association. He was innovative and ‘his’
magazine reflected his wonderful sense of humour.

EDITORIAL

He designed and continued the Turks and Caicos
section of the Association reports personally, each
year producing an amusing and original report. He
was generous in spirit and advice. It was such a
pleasure to take on his Editorial role in 2006, and yet
I remained very conscious of the reputation Henry
had ensured for the journal within the Regiment,
Household Division and the wider Army. After
2006, he was always generous with his feedback
on each subsequent edition, quietly coaching from
the sides, and remaining supportive as the journal
changed. He will remain an inspiration for me, and
everyone involved in the journal and we will miss
him very much. We owe him, Elizabeth and his
family a huge debt of gratitude as we will remember
him, his standards and his style to maintain the
Gazette as the journal he created.




EDITORIAL

THINKING OF LEAVING A LEGACY TO

THE REGIMENT?

It’s as straightforward as including a simple

sentence in your will or adding a codicil.

In most cases, the first priority of members
of the Regimental family will be close
relatives and friends. However, many
people also leave gifts to charities, known
as legacies, in their wills.

Through its welfare work with the Battalion,
the Association and the Colonel’s Fund, the
Regiment qualifies as a charity. So a

legacy can be left to the Regiment, the
Colonel’s Fund, or the Regimental
Association.

There are three types of legacy you can
leave.

e A fixed sum of money [Pecuniary]
This is the simplest option.

e A percentage of the net value of
your estate [Residuary]

A residuary legacy means you can leave a
set proportion of your estate to the
Regiment after all the other beneficiaries
are taken care of.

¢ Individual possessions [Specific]
This could be typically land, property or
shares.

If you're not sure about what kind of
legacy you would like to leave to the

Regiment, please talk to your solicitor
who will be able to advise you further.

If you have already made a will but now
want to leave a legacy to the Regiment,
you can make an addition or change it
without rewriting your current will. This
addition is called a codicil and either we
or your solicitor can provide you with a
form of words.

Tax benefits

If you leave a legacy to the Regiment, its
value will be deducted from your estate
before inheritance tax (IHT) is worked
out. In some cases leaving a legacy may
help bring the total value of your estate
below the taxable threshold (£325,000 for
2018-19). Gifts to the Regiment made up
to seven years before your death may also
qualify for exemption.

The Regiment is proud of its tradition of taking care of the extended
regimental family. The two world wars of the last century made great
demands on its charitable funds and the deployment in Afghanistan
necessitated the introduction of the Colonel’s Fund. The future, as always,
is uncertain and the need to care for the welfare of members of the
Regiment and their families will remain as important as ever.

Beneficiary details

The Grenadier Guards Charity [Registered charity 1062257]
or The Colonel's Fund Grenadier Guards [a sub-fund of the above]
or The Grenadier Guards Association [Registered charity 287265]

Regimental Headquarters Grenadier Guards, Wellington Barracks,

Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ

0207 414 3225 regtltreasurer@grengds.com

Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news




HOUSEHOLD DIVISION UPDATE

by Lieutenant Colonel Simon Soskin,
Lieutenant Colonel Foot Guards

he start of the 2020 see the Household Division

at the forefront of Army activity, capability
and development with our people continuing to
contribute to all elements of our Nation’s defence
whether serving within one of our units or posted
as individuals right across the Army and the other
services. Household Division personnel occupy some
of the most senior posts, responsible for setting the
future strategy and shape of the Army for years
to come, they serve as commanders, trainers and
administrators on almost every continent, and ‘on
the ground’ our soldiers continue to excel whether
at the Royal Palaces in London or on the exercise
areas of Belize or Kenya or on operations in Iragq,
Afghanistan, Ukraine or South Sudan.

The Household Cavalry
Regiment moved to Powle
Lines, Bulford, last summer
and is deep into conversion
training for its new role as an
Armoured Cavalry Regiment
equipped with the new Ajax
and Ares armoured vehicles.
The vehicles should arrive
this spring in time for final
development of the tactics
and procedures required
to provide the armoured
support to 1st Mechanised
Brigade - our first ‘Strike’
brigade. Meanwhile the
Regiment continue to find its
share of short-term training
teams to Ukraine and East
Africa. In Knightsbridge the
Household Cavalry Mounted
Regiment are starting to
work up for the Spring
ceremonial season and a full
State Visit in Windsor for
the first time in some years.

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards remain firm in
Lille Barracks, Aldershot, and half way through
their two years in support of London District. Last
year’s fantastic Queens Birthday Parade, training
in Belize and a Falkland Island Resident Infantry
Company deployment are already a distant memory
as the companies start to rotate through basic
battle craft skills training and skiing trips. Then
to spring drills and the Major General’s inspection
before Easter and spring public duties season, this
time providing the street liners for the Troop.

1st Battalion Coldstream Guards also remain
in place in Victoria Barracks, Windsor. Still under
11 Infantry Brigade and recently returned from
Kenya and Ex ASKARI THUNDER, the battalion
has been on UK standby over the festive season and
will be again in February. Then training will start in
earnest for their deployment to Iraq in June on Op

6 Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news



HOUSEHOLD DIVISION UPDATE

SHADER 11 where they will
take over from 1st Battalion
Irish Guards.

1st Battalion Scots
Guards, now transferred to
1 Mechanised Brigade, is
still based in Mons Barracks,
Aldershot but is preparing to
move back to Catterick this
summer. Still technically a
Heavy Mechanised battalion
equipped with the Mastiff
vehicle, it is nominated to
become a STRIKE battalion
equipped with the new
Boxer vehicles which will
arrive in 2022. In preparation for this new role
they are participating in constant experimentation
which has included company exercise in Latvia
and Texas. Next, they face Exercise Wessex Storm
on Salisbury Plain in June as the start of their
preparation to take over from the Coldstream in
Iraq on Op SHADER 12 at the end of the year.

1st Battalion Irish Guards still based in Cavalry
Barracks Hounslow are currently deployed in Iraq
on Op SHADER 11 and in South Sudan on Op
TRENTON. They return in June in time to takeover
Mons Barracks in Aldershot from the Scots Guards.

1st Battalion Welsh Guards have already moved
- to Combermere Barracks in Windsor, taking over
from the Household Cavalry Regiment. Also, in
their second year of support to London District,
they have sent companies to the Falklands and
now prepare to troop their colour on the Queen’s
Birthday Parade in June.

1st Battalion the London Regiment, now settled
into its role as the reserve battalion of the Foot
Guards, continues to seize all opportunities to
train alongside the regular battalions and provide
valuable reinforcement on operations.

In Wellington Barracks, within London Central
Garrison, the three Public Duties Incremental
Companies continue to be the mainstay of
Public Duties while fulfilling the essential role of
developing our new guardsmen from the Guards
Training Company at Infantry Training Centre
(Catterick) to more skilled, fit and mature soldiers
ready to take their place in the rifle sections and

support platoons of their parent battalions. The
size of each company has been increased slightly
to give them the ability to find large guard of
honours and to conduct both London and Windsor
duties simultaneously - but they are still very
busy. Battalions and PDICS need variation from
Guards in the form of ‘green training’ and trips
from London but to every man or group who leave
London to support someone else’s exercise leaves
their ‘share’ of the Guards to be done by someone
else - it is a hard balance to strike.

The Band of the Household Cavalry and five
Regimental Bands of the Foot Guards continue
to provide world class military music in support
of state ceremonial and public duties as well as
perform nationally and internationally to great
acclaim.

Household Division sports continues to thrive
with the saddle, polo, golf, yachting, skiing and
cricket clubs and teams all providing opportunities
for our guardsmen to excel away from barracks and
the Lawson Cup athletics competition is now firmly
re-established for each summer. Most notably
a team of intrepid Scots Guardsmen have just
completed the Talisker Atlantic Rowing Race - a
challenge which will take some beating.

Spiritual support from the Guards Chapel
remains unwavering as does the level of effort
being made to raise the £1.5m required to replace
the organ. With well over £1m already in the bank
or pledged by generous donors it looks as if the new
instrument will be in place for 2022 as planned
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which will be a wonderful achievement.

The Guards Museum is conducting its annual
January refresh with refurbished exhibits and
improved lighting and facilities. A new section
on the history of the London Regiment has been
installed and there are great plans to renew the
East Picquet Guardroom shop as a smart café.
This all underpinned by the success of Andrew
Wallis, the director, in providing tailored tours and
spreading the word through two short lecture tours
in the USA.

What is changing this year?

Recruiting has improved - from the
catastrophically low levels of the last four years
we are now filling every bed space that the Guards
Training Company can make available, so much
so that the 10th platoon training team is about
to be reinstated. This is a huge turn around and
will have a demonstrable effect on the capabilities
of each battalion and the quality of life for each
guardsman. Most of the recovery has been due
to hard work by the Recruiting Group/CAPITA
partnership and the variety of changes made to
the recruiting ‘pipeline’. Improved marketing,
improved processes, improved administration and

finally fixing the computer system which manages
and tracks applications have all contributed. But
the most significant change for us has been to how
we communicate our ‘offer’ and how the word
is being spread — now our teams recruit as ‘the
Guards’ a family of five regiments with a range of
locations, a range of unit roles and very many jobs
available for individuals who join us rather than
individual regiments. This is proving attractive to
young people. Furthermore, we have re-established
Foot Guards representatives in as many recruiting
offices as we can get access to and have a network of
captains and seniors who rove the offices reminding
the recruiters of exactly what the Guards are and
who we need. Needless to say, as soon as individuals
have signed up to the Guards as a whole, they very
quickly commit to an individual Regiment - either
because of a family connection or, more often,
because of where they come from or where they
want to serve.

We are delighted that the first female guardsmen
will pass out into the Welsh Guards in February,
catching the Foot Guards up with the Household
Cavalry who have had female officers and troopers
serving in their regiments for over a year.




Ourimproved recruitingis soimportant asitis the
most powerful way to mitigate the under manning
that has made it so difficult for each battalion, to
varying extents, to perform to its best over the last
couple of years. Our ‘retention’ — our ability to keep
our soldiers soldiering - is strong, better than in
most units across the Army, but it should improve
even further when our soldiers no longer feel that
they are doing their own job and that of someone
that hasn’t joined. It will take a while for the gaps
created by the low inflow of the last four years to
work through the ranks but the effects of this are
being managed by in many ways. We are adjusting
the work required from each battalion, extending
soldiers contracts wherever appropriate, inviting
Reservists to serve in the battalions and inviting
those who have left to re-join. In coming months we
should see the re-instatement of a bonus to some
who commit to serve on and the re-introduction
of a bounty to those who introduce and mentor a
successful recruit.

We are re-investing in the Guards Parachute
Platoon. No 6 Pl, B Coy 3 PARA has been the
Guards Parachute Platoon for some years providing
an exciting career opportunity for our guardsman
as well as carrying the legacy of the Independent
Guards Parachute Company. Numbers have

dropped over the last couple of years as battalions
face so many other calls on their manpower but
a drive for volunteers has produced 30 who are
attempting P Coy now. Those who pass will attach
to the platoon for two years with Exercise Askari

HOUSEHOLD DIVISION UPDATE

Storm in the spring and a deployment later in the
year. The battalions are working to revitalise the
pathway so that guardsmen with enthusiasm and
potential are identified immediately on arrival from
Catterick and then developed in terms of fitness and
physical resilience for an attempt at P Coy within
their first year or so of regimental duty. Success will
lead to two years with the platoon and then straight
to the JNCOs course or support company.

Staying on the theme of close relationships
with the Paras, our joint training establishment:
Household Division and Parachute Regiment
Centralised Courses (HDPRCC) at Pirbright is
finally being put on a firmer footing. The flagship
divisional training wing has run ‘best practice’
JNCO and sniper courses as well as preparation
courses for the many career courses for a generation
but always by scrounging instructors and
resources from the battalions as required. Now the
establishment will be formally aligned to one of our
Aldershot battalions — the Grenadiers at first — so
that the instructors and resources can be properly
managed. This will ensure that future generations
of guardsmen will have the opportunity to make
a heart and soul connection to ‘the sandhills of
Pirbright’ as their predecessors.

The new Major General, Chris Ghika, is now at
the helm in Horse Guards as Major General Sir Ben
Bathurst moves on and up to be our representative
at NATO. General Chris has, in his time, served
with the Grenadiers and the Scots Guards as well
as, of course, with his own Irish Guards and so is
particularly well known within the Division. He is
already looking forward to his inspection of the 1st
Battalion in March! He has returned to a Household
Division that continues to ride the waves of change
with its usual confidence and enthusiasm while
delivering the highest levels of output whether
abroad on operations or back in London. Working
through the last of the Army 2020 barrack plot
moves, maintaining our operational cycles and
taking on the two new roles of Armoured Cavalry
and Mechanised Infantry within the Strike Brigade
gives us plenty to be getting on with but have no
doubt that we will meet any new challenges that
arise from the next Integrated Defence and Security
Review with our usual panache and style.

Septem Juncto in Uno.

Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news 9



REGIMENTAL NEWS

Regimental Adjutant’s Report

by Major James Gatehouse,
Regimental Adjutant

019 was another busy year for the Regiment

and the Headquarters has been a hive of activity
throughout. In early March, the 1st Battalion re-
subordinated from 11 Infantry Brigade to London
District which necessitated the re-issue of Home
Service Clothing to well over 400 Grenadiers and
the inevitable frustration of shuttling men, tunics
and bearskins between Wellington Barracks and
Aldershot. Nevertheless, the turnaround was
miraculous and, on 22nd March, the Battalion
(including attached personnel) took part in the
highly regarded Medals Parade in the Quadrangle
at Windsor Castle. It was striking to note that, for
many on parade, this was their first medal and it is
a salutary reminder of the high turnover that there
is in the Battalion, particularly within the junior
ranks and how important retention will be over the
next three years of Public Duties.

The parade was followed immediately afterwards
by a photograph of the Regiment on the East Lawn,
less those employed Extra Regimentally. It was an
intimate gathering and Her Majesty and The Colonel
joined us. Afterwards, the Sergeant Major led the
Regiment in giving three cheers to our Colonel-

in-Chief. The noise was deafening, reminding all
present of the bond between Her Majesty and the
Regiment that has existed since she was appointed
Colonel on her 16th birthday in April 1942.

On 3rd June, Nijmegen Company, which is
co-located with Regimental Headquarters in
Wellington Barracks, found alarge Guard of Honour
in the gardens of Buckingham Palace, at the start of
the State Visit of President Trump. Again, this was
a notable success and, with Her Majesty present,
the Royal Standard of the Regiment made a rare
appearance, impressing even the most hardened,
square-jawed American observers.

For many, the Queen’s Birthday Parade was
the highlight of the year, with the 1st Battalion
providing an immaculate Escort, Two and
Four Guard (the latter found by The Inkerman
Company), and Nijmegen Company slotting in at
Three Guard. On the previous day, Her Majesty
held a luncheon in Buckingham Palace, attended
by the Lieutenant Colonel and the 18 officers who
have been Ensign during Her reign. The most
senior, Algy Cluff, had carried the 3rd Battalion’s
Colour on its last Birthday Parade in 1960.

Throughout the Spring and early Summer, Regi-
mental Headquarters remained busy with the
planning and preparation for Regimental Remem-
brance Day and the First Guards Club Dinner and
arranging meetings for the Regimental Trustees,

10 Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news



the Regimental Coun-
cil and The Colonel’s
Fund as well as sort-
ing out ticketing for
Beating The Retreat,
the Birthday Parade
and the two Reviews.

Throughout the
year, we have assisted
families with the plan-
ning and organization
of memorial services
and the dedication
of memorial plaques,
all in the Guards Chapel. The Regiment is, at its
heart, a large family and these events, as much as
any other, are a reminder of the strong bonds that
exist between all Grenadiers.

With the 1st Battalion away in Belize from
mid-August, our attention switched to a series of
events to commemorate and celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of the Liberation of France and parts
of Belgium and Holland by the Grenadier elements
of the Guards Armoured Division in 1944. Apart
from separate visits to Pont & Marcq, Nijmegen
and the British Embassy in Paris, the high point
was a week in Belgium in early September. The
Regimental Adjutant and Band led the way, taking
part in band concerts and commemorative events
in Aarschot, Ypres and at the Menin Gate.

They were then joined by Nijmegen Company in
Bruges to celebrate the Liberation of the City (by
the Canadians) and the Regiment’s close ties with
the Guild of St Sebastian. A Guard of Honour in
the Market Square was inspected by The Colonel,
accompanied by members of the Belgian Royal
Family, before they marched off over cobbles and
alongside canals to the ancient and picturesque
Hall and Gardens of the Guild who, after several
long speeches and presentations, hosted all to an
equally long lunch. The Band went on to play in
the Belgian National Commemoration Parade in
Antwerp the next day.

Over the year there have been visits to and from
the Ironmongers Company, who continue to very
generously support The Colonel’s Fund and some
of them joined the Battalion for a week in Belize.
We have also been active with visits to HMS Queen

Ms Nayna Shah retires.

REGIMENTAL NEWS

Elizabeth and the Canadian Grenadier Guards.

Finally, on 10th December, the Lieutenant Colonel
hosted a 25th Anniversary dinner to celebrate
the formation of Nijmegen Company, following
the placing into suspended animation of the 2nd
Battalion in 1994. Held at the Cavalry & Guards
Club, this was attended by former Commanding
Officers and Adjutants of the Battalion and former
company commanders and company sergeant
majors of Nijmegen Company. It was a very jolly
and memorable evening.

Aside from the events covered above, Regimental
Headquarters looks after all the more mundane
issues that come in on a daily basis. Captain Robbie
Thompson is the Temporary Equerry and manages
the pipeline of potential officers before and during
the Commissioning Course at Sandhurst. WO2
James Thompson is the RQMS and keeps a beady
eye on everyone and everything, assisted by LSgts
Haughton and MacMillan in the General Office who
have specific responsibilities for regimental affairs
and property. Linda Leppard continues to manage
the Clothing Store. Major Andy Green is the
Regimental Treasurer and General Secretary of the
Association, ably assisted by Sgt Broomes who also
runs the Shop. The Regimental Casualty Officer,
Matt Ellmer, is as busy as ever, regularly visiting
bereaved families and the wounded who are under
the care of The Colonel’s Fund and dotted around
the country. After 35 years of loyal service to the
Regiment, Ms Nayna Shah, who had worked both
in the general office and the archives, retired with
a well-deserved Imperial Service Medal as well as
a Grenadier brooch as a token of our appreciation.

Looking forwards, 2020 marks a number of
significant milestones, particularly the 75th
Anniversary of the Liberation of Europe and
the end of hostilities in 1945. It also marks the
60th Anniversary of the farewell parade of the
3rd Battalion held in the garden of Buckingham
Palace. The next Grenadier Day on 19th July at
Lille Barracks in Aldershot will focus on both these
anniversaries and it’s hoped that many former
members of the 3rd Battalion and its successor,
the Inkerman Company, will gather there on the
day. There will be a special exhibition marking the
history and achievements of the 3rd Battalion over
300 years. I hope to see many of you there.
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Cooper and Loftus.

Lt Reginald Lord Arlee.

Officers mess. Lt Godfrey Heneage.

Sketches by Captain Edward Ellice of the 2nd Battalion in Bermuda 1890-91. (Presented to the Regiment by the family
in January 2020).
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Director of Welfare’s Report
ForYear ending 31 December 2019

by Major James Gatehouse,
Regimental Adjutant

Organisation

he Regimental Adjutant is Director of

Welfare. He is supported by the Secretary
to the Welfare Committee (Major Andy Green),
the Association NCO (Sgt Rob Broomes) and the
Regimental Casualty Officer (Mr Matt Ellmer) who
are responsible for implementation of charitable
activities.

The Regimental Association

The Association budget continues to support
Grenadiers (and their families) in need in a variety
of ways.

1. Supplementary Benefits
This benefit is paid at £107.50/quarter, £430/
year; at the end of 2019, 15 people were
in receipt of this allowance. The spend for
Supplementary Benefits in 2019 was £5,723.

2. Christmas Gifts
In 2019 Christmas Gifts were paid to 172
Association Branch applicants at £30 per head.
In addition, £25 was also paid to each of our
three In-Pensioners at The Royal Hospital,
Chelsea. The total spend was £5,235.

3. Individual Welfare Grants
Net grants, totaling £32,448, have been made
to support 79 requests for assistance for such
things as home improvements, mobility aids,
brown/white goods, debt relief and other
miscellaneous items.

The Colonel’'s Fund
The Colonel’s Fund is supervised by a Steering
Committee on behalf of the Regimental Trustees.
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Chairman: Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Holcroft
LVO, OBE

Members: Colonel Euan Houstoun OBE
Major The Lord Valentine Cecil
Captain (ret’d) Alan Ogden

Secretary: Major James Gatehouse, Regimental

Adjutant

The Steering Committee reviews the Fund’s
activities on a regular basis, whilst day to day
management is carried out by the Director of
Welfare and the Regimental Welfare Committee. It
continues to be the source of much needed and very
welcome support to the bereaved families of those
killed on recent operations and to those who have
suffered physical and mental injury.

The Steering Committee always expected that
mental health problems would begin to surface
as a result of operational service, in many cases
years after the events that may have caused the
problem. Sadly, there has been a continual increase
in such problems emerging, in some part due to
the fact that the symptoms of such issues are now
more widely recognised. The Fund is providing
healthcare support to a number of Grenadiers
suffering from very complex mental health
difficulties, as well as continuing to engage with
the Government and NHS to provide sustainable
nationwide support.

During 2019 donations have continued to come
in with many individuals contributing and their
generosity is very much appreciated. As at 31 Dec
2019 the fund has raised a total of £4,374,694 and
has made £1,114,555 worth of welfare related
payments since its inception.

In 2019, the Fund made individual welfare grants
to the value of £81,826. The majority of made
were for:

* Mobility aids/improvement
*  Home modifications
* Employment Training
Career/family loss of earnings
* Bereaved family & injured personnel holidays

13



e Financial advice
* Counseling

The Fund also continues to support the invaluable
work carried out by the Regimental Casualty
Officer, Mr Matthew Ellmer, who is at the forefront
of the delivery of the support outlined above. At
the year end, his case load was 68 of which 42 were
under active management. As well as being the
‘fixer’, mentor, counselor and friend to our seriously
wounded and bereaved, he continues to forge links
with other Service charities and Government
Agencies so that we know where to turn when help
is needed.

The Household Division Welfare Fund
There have been no requests for grants from the
fund this year.

The Major General, after discussions with
the Chairman, Brigade Major and Treasurer
Household Division has decided to place the
Household Division Welfare Committee (HDWC)
into suspended animation with immediate effect.

Welfare assurance for the Household Division
Trustees is very important but the Major General is
content that the current, prevailing circumstances
provide the opportunity to forego the 6 monthly
HDWC meetings for the foreseeable future as the
HDWC’s objectives will be addressed sufficiently
during the 6 monthly Household Division Trustees
meetings.

He is content that welfare support from the
Household Division Charity is fulfilled primarily
through provision of the annual Bereaved
Weekend. Other demands for Household Division
Charity welfare support have diminished to a

REGIMENTAL NEWS

negligible level.

For monitoring the state of welfare across
the Regiments, he is satisfied that the chain of
command manages this without the additional
imposition of the HDWC.

When Regiments, by exception, need to apply
for welfare support from the Household Division
Charity, their submissions will go to Headquarters
Household Division. The Brigade Major and
Treasurer will jointly process such individual
applications.

The Major General naturally reserves the right
to revive the HDWC as he sees fit.

APPLYING FOR GRANTS

Grenadiers, or their families, who are in need
of support as a result of recent active service,
can be supported by The Colonel’s Fund. They
are directed, in the first instance, to contact the
Regimental Casualty Officer (Mr Matt Ellmer)
who will advise on the best way forward.

All other Grenadiers or their dependents,
in need of support, can be supported by the
Association Welfare Funds. In the first instance,
they should contact their local SSAFA Branch
(for which contact details are readily available
on the internet); SSAFA then assigns a case-
worker who prepares the case and then submits
it to Association Headquarters. Through this
process, we are able to access support from
the Army Benevolent Fund and Royal British
Legion in addition to our own.

14



Letter from The
Commanding Officer

by Lieutenant Colonel Piers Ashfield DSO

he Battalion has achieved a huge amount during

the last year; proving itself on a plethora of
operational deployments to Iraq, South Sudan and
Afghanistan and building an enviable reputation
across the Army in 2019. The reflections from
the experiences of Operations were particularly
positive from a tactical perspective with every
Company deriving as much as possible from their
deployments and several members of Battalion
receiving dJoint Commanders Commendations
for their contributions. However, as recent world
events suggest, I think our tendency to view
military support through a narrow operational
prism, rather than one that encompasses a wider
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concept of UK national interest, may denude the
leverage and influence we can derive from our
operational efforts.

As the Battalion returned to State Ceremonial
and Public Duties, I reflected on the wisdom of Field
Marshal Slim who commented that ‘the best fighting
units, in the long run, were not necessarily those
with the most advertised reputations, but those who,
when they came out of battle at once resumed a more
formal discipline and appearance’. This guided an
approach to returning to LONDIST that sought
to build, and in many cases begin relationships,
across a plethora of stakeholders that governed the
great institutions of the Kingdom, from Windsor
Castle to the Tower of London. In resuming a more
formal appearance, we sought to attain the highest
standards but in so doing recognise that the young
men and women that comprise the Battalion are
human and consequently the need to aspire to these

The Commanding Officer and Adjutant join the Deputy Commander on the range in Belize.
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Field Officer in Brigade Waiting mid flourish.

standards will be a perpetual demand, delivered
through attention to detail with consistent and
constant application. This was also assisted
through a junior leadership development initiative
aimed at Lance Corporals, who are so crucial to the
effective management of the Battalion yet receive
little investment in training and education beyond
their promotional course. The early reflections were
positive following the medals parade at Windsor
Castle and improved upon for the Birthday Parade
but this is an evolution rather than revolution and
will continue to develop. The experiences of the
Battalion are detailed in the articles which follow
but 2019 will be remembered for the opportunity to
display our ceromonial credentials on the Birthday
Parade and the once in a generation opportunity
to deploy to the jungles of Belize perfectly proving
that the latest generation are the embodiment of
‘Twice the Man...”

This will be my last entry as Commanding Officer
of the First Battalion and I hope that the readership
will indulge me in a brief reflection of my time in
the Regiment. The great gift that I think every
Grenadier inherits is fellowship. My Regimental
experience is one of happiness, trust and friendship
and I am eternally grateful for everyone, past and
present, who has played a part in my experience.
This has been the happiness of shared experience,
the trust of shared loyalties and inevitable
friendship forged from shared deprivations. It
inevitably takes time for the more junior members
of the Battalion to fully enter into this inheritance,
for the more emotional and physical investment
one makes, the more inextricably tied to our
organisation’s fortunes one becomes, but with a
plethora of fulfilling opportunities in 2020 I expect
nearly everyone in the Battalion will be brought
into this fellowship and we will continue to prosper.
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The Queen’s
Company

by Lieutenant Robin Mackworth Young

019 was welcomed in by The Queen’s Company

enjoying some well-deserved Post Operational
Tour Leave. Having spent the latter half of 2018
in Afghanistan on Op TORAL 6 the opportunity
given to spend time with families and loved ones
was appreciated by all.

The Company reformed in February when we
went to Val Thorens for a week on the Battalion
skiing trip. Organised by the then Second Captain,
Captain Thompson, it saw the entire Battalion
enjoy a week skiing, staggered over three weeks in
Company groups. Skiers of all abilities attended —
many had never put a pair of ski boots on. Not only
did the week give everyone a chance to gain Army
skiing qualifications but it was also an opportunity
to relax together and enjoy the bonds of friendship
that had been developed over the intense period of
training and deployment that 2018 had seen. Fun
was had by all, particularly when we were able to
celebrate the Sergeant Major’s birthday with him.

Returning to Lille Barracks after this saw us
swap ski suits for tunics and helmets for bearskins.
Having not performed State Ceremonial Public
Duties for quite some time, the Battalion began
the three-week process known as ‘Spring Drills’.
Familiar to some readers, this process involved
us demonstrating our capability to perform the
duties expected of us when ‘on the Blue Line’.
Considering that later the same year we were
providing the Escort to the Colour for The
Company Commander’s Birthday Parade the eyes
of the Drill Sergeants (Drill Sergeants Dacey and
Shepherd) were firmly fixed upon us. However,
under the instruction of Company Sergeant Major
Archer, the Company, and the Battalion, performed
so well at its medal ceremony in Windsor Castle,
the Major General Commanding The Household
Division decided no final inspection of drill was
needed and the First Battalion could start taking
on the State Ceremonial Public Duties required of
it. Preparation for the Troop could finally begin.
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Gdsm McKlendon skiing with The Queen’s Company.

An article on the Troop is found elsewhere in
this publication and so words need not be wasted
here on the minutiae. However, it should be said
that The Queen’s Company took everything in its
stride and performed its duties as the Escort to
the Colour with aplomb, precision and panache.
Worked harder than any of the other companies, in
terms of time on rehearsals and parade, there was
little grumbling from anyone. Every man worked
tirelessly to maintain the highest standards, and
this was evident when, on June 8th, The Queen’s
Company escorted The Queen’s Colour to mark her
official birthday. Praise was heaped on the Company
by Her Majesty, Royal Colonels and Generals alike
and it was with content and a feeling of a job well
done that Company Sergeant Major Archer handed
over to Company Sergeant Major McLean.

What happened over the next few months is proof
to the adage that Grenadiers are ‘Twice the Man’.
The Company turned its attention from the Drill
Square to an altogether different environment;
the jungles of Belize. Whilst most of the Company
had been preparing for the Troop, Sgt Beekman
and LSgt Aspinshaw had been in Brunei and
had gained the Jungle Warfare Instructor (JWI)
qualification, along with other members of the
Battalion. This enabled them to train the Company
in jungle warfare and prepare us for our two-month
deployment to Belize. In August we found ourselves
in the humid heat of Central America. For some it
was the first time they had left the UK. Attached to
The Queen’s Company throughout was a platoon

Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news 17
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The Escort march past in slow time.

from C Company, The First Battalion Scots Guards.
They not only swelled our numbers but added value
continuously — be it their constant good humour or
in the battle.

The Company spent 29 days straight on exercise
in the jungle. Lessons at the beginning started at
the lowest level - that of the individual soldier. The
progression, under the watchful eyes of the JWIs,
continued up through fire-team, to section, platoon
and company. The climax of the exercise was a
Battle Group phase which lasted three days. The
Inkerman Company provided the enemy and it was

The Queen’s Company on the zeroing range.

with satisfaction that The Queen’s Company and
Number 2 Company saw to their defeat.

Working in such an environment provided a
plethora of challenges. The weather, with flash
thunderstorms on a monstrous level, the incessant
and unrelenting heat, the flora and fauna (which
seemed determined to bite or sting at every point)
and the sheer density of the jungle meant that
the skills learned on the open hills of Brecon or
Catterick were thoroughly tested and developed.

After two months away, arriving back in the UK
was something that was awaited for eagerly by the
Company. We rounded off our time in Belize with an
Adventurous Training and R&R package in Mexico
before heading home. Needless to say, the delights of
Cancun, with its beaches, coral reefs, bars and clubs
was a welcome change from the oppressing jungle.

Looking forward, the next year promises to be just
as busy. With a State Opening of Parliament, another
Battalion ski trip, deployments to The Falkland
Islands, whilst continuing to mount guard at the
Royal Palaces and keeping up our green soldiering
skills, we shall certainly not find ourselves bored. In
such a fashion, it looks like life in The Sovereign’s
Company will carry on as normal.
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No 2
Company

by Major Will Harries

0 2 Company has thrown itself into the last

12 months, exploiting every opportunity
presented by an exceptional battalion programme.
Along with elements from Support Company, we
formed the majority of the Op SHADER medal
recipients during the presentation of medals to the
battalion by the Colonel at Windsor Castle. It was
a special moment, shared with families, in which to
reflect on the experiences of Northern Iraq before
looking ahead to 2019 and all its challenges. Recent
operations had provided a good foundation and
established esprit de corps but the Company would
now have to make sure it performed in two very
different tests: The Queen’s Birthday Parade and
then the jungle. Both required careful preparation
in order to ensure the Company retained its high
reputation.

Before the hard work started in earnest, nearly
the entire company travelled to the ski resort of Val
Thorens for Adventurous Training. The guardsmen
learnt fast and were soon in their element — on and
off the slopes. One highlight of the week was the
smoker, dress theme ‘something beginning with
‘P’. Cue pirates, pussycats,
popes and pigeons joining
in for a rousing singalong
watched by a bemused DJ
and slightly concerned bar
owner (probably wondering
if the 100 Euro deposit was
wise). Skiing was followed
by three weeks of Spring
Drills, before ceremonial
duties began in earnest.
Meanwhile, a detachment
headed up to Brecon for
two weeks, lending support
on the final exercise of
the Platoon Commanders’
Battle Course. The exercise
provided an opportunity
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Sgt Davis teaching a lesson in the jungle.

No 2 Company winning the Manchester Cup.

to develop junior commanders in a challenging
environment and above the level expected at their
rank; a theme that the Company would continue to
build on while out in Belize.

The spring months saw the beginning of Troop
training, with the Company preparing to provide
No 2 Guard as the Battalion trooped its Colour.
During this time three members of the Company
deployed to Brunei on the Jungle Warfare
Instructors Course, while Gdsm Szyszko headed to
Canada on Ex GRENADIER YUKON, successfully
canoeing the length of the Yukon river. Further
company adventure training this year included Ex
GRENADIER COMPASS, which saw nine members
of the Company take part in a week of navigation
and hind stalking in the Scottish Highlands -

8
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an article about the exercise can be found in
this Gazette.

After a highly successful Troop, the Company
was straight back to public duties, all the while
continuing its preparation to deploy to Belize on Ex
MAYAN STORM. A notable achievement during
this time was on the Battalion football field, as No 2
Company took home the Manchester Cup. A hard-
fought match against The Inkerman Company went
to extra time and finally penalties; experience was
on the side of No 2 Company and some seasoned
veterans held their nerve and delivered the goods.

Landing in Belize in late August, the Company
had just two days to sharpen machetes and untangle
hammocks before heading under the canopy for a
month. Beginning with basic fieldcraft and survival,
the Company worked through section and platoon
level skills, before finally operating as a company
within a battalion context on the final exercise.
This was followed by a week’s
live fire package, culminating
in an exciting company dawn
attack. The junior command
development that had begun in
Brecon was continued in Belize,
with the many Lance Corporals,
some only recently promoted,
commanding sections for much of
the exercise. Returning to camp
it was straight into an adventure
training package of snorkelling,
zip-lining and abseiling. The
Company then headed to the
island of San Pedro for four days
well-earned R&R, while seven
members of the Company flew to
Texas for a successful Battalion
football tour.

Back in the UK the Company
found itself in a good position
physically; a month of rations, no
alcohol and jungle living proving
an exceptional diet plan. This
was evident in the Company’s
performance on the new fitness
test which has replaced the
PFA and AFT; and then on the
Battalion Christmas steeplechase
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- the final event before the Battalion departed
for Christmas leave. 2019 has been a busy and
successful year for No 2 Company, with its members
deploying across four different continents for
courses, expeditions, training exercises and training
teams. It is worth emphasising that the guardsmen
have consistently delivered to the high standard
that is now expected from the Company; whether
in their turnout for Queen’s Guard or their work-
rate during attacks in Belize. This performance is
also reflected in individual performances: Sergeant
Moffatt’s Joint Commander’s Commendation for
Op SHADER,; along with excellent performances on
the Platoon Sergeant’s Battle Course by Sergeant
Moore, Sergeant Davies and Lance Sergeant
Slater. With a short term training team in Malawi,
a deployment to the Falklands and a wealth of
ambitious adventure training being planned, 2020
promises to be another exciting and rewarding year.
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Support
Company

by Lieutenant Mark Osmond

he Falklands Islands Roulement Infantry
Company (FIRIC), is a long-standing
commitment the British Army has made since the
conflict in 1982. Its immediate function is to deter
potential adversaries from chancing their arm,
and to reassure the Falkland Islanders, who enjoy
British Overseas Territory status. Looking slightly
further into the future there is a realisation that
the Antarctic Treaty, which governs international
relations there, expires in the middle of this century
and there may be a ‘scramble’ for the region as
the ice subsides and its mineral wealth is exposed.
In that situation the Falklands would provide an
enviable strategic gateway.
Aside from our geopolitical purpose, the nitty-
gritty of the deployment is like all good things in
the Army a three-way rotation.

1) Quick Reaction Force - a platoon on standby to
respond to military and civil emergencies in the
South Atlantic. In this role the Mortar Platoon
were at the forefront of the British assistance
to the Chilean government’s efforts to recover
wreckage from a tragic plane crash off the
Southern tip of Chile.
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- b Sa
Memoranda at Bertha’s beach.

The Mortar Platoon in action.

2) Training - as I’'m sure many of the readers will
testify, the ground in the Falklands is ‘gopping’!
Large tufts of earth and grass, peat bogs, and
rock pools are a few of the notable obstacles
that make travelling by brown taxi relatively
challenging! However, this austere landscape
has proved to be the perfect canvas for Support
Company to conduct their cadres, a process
by which the different platoons (Snipers,
Reconaissance, Anti-Tanks, and Mortars)
train-up and validate their new Guardsmen.

3) Patrols - perhaps the most enjoyable round
of the rotation. These vital reassurance visits
to farmsteads across the Islands provide a
rare interaction between the locals and the
Army. Hospitality and tasks vary from slap-
up suppers and sheep shearing, to four nights
under a poncho with barely a word from the
landowner. Regardless, it is a wonderful insight
into how many of the folk in remote areas live
and a chance to see areas of the Falklands that
very few get access to.

Alongside Support Company, a platoon from
Nijmegen Company has also deployed for the

Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news 21



whole tour. These Guardsmen, who are the 18 most
senior in the Company, are being led by a Section
Commander and Section second-in command from
each of the three rifle companies in battalion.
Rather neatly, the Guardsmen in these sections will
then head to their respective Section Commander’s
companies once we have recovered to the UK.

In late-January the rest of Nijmegen Company
will head to the South Atlantic to take part in
Ex CAPE BAYONET, a company-level live firing
exercise that will incorporate the use of Support
Company assets such as mortars and snipers, fast
jets, and boat moves with the Royal Navy. This
robust and realistic exercise promises to be an
exciting occasion for many of the young Guardsmen,
many of whom haven’t been long out of training.
A number of Gunners (Royal Artillery) are due to
take part in the live firing following some excellent
defence engagement work by Captain Wright with
the Resident Rapier Battery.

There’s also been plenty of opportunities to explore
the Falklands and take the obligatory photo with
a penguin or sea-lion, although Captain Phillips’
quest for sea trout is proving less fruitful. On a more
sobering note, battlefield studies, as well as providing
conceptual development, have helped to highlight
the realities of high intensity conflict. Walking in the
footsteps of our Scots Guards forebears up Mount
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Tumbledown was particularly poignant.

In early-December Bertha’s beach, a stunning
white-sand stretch of coastline near Mount Pleasant
Camp where we are housed, was the venue for
Major Conway’s memoranda. Five Lance-Corporals
were promoted to Lance Sergeant whilst a 40mph
wind whipped across them, testing both Company
Sergeant Major Lloyd’s drill voice and the conduct
of personal drill in soft sand - needless to say, both
were exemplary!

I am also pleased to report that the Globe Tavern
and Deano’s Bar in Port Stanley are still doing a
fine impression of the 1970s - both have proved
immensely popular and form part of an essential
pub crawl in the Island’s capital. Stanley was also
host of the Boxing Day races, a totemic event in the
South Atlantic calendar, where horses of dubious
provenance and build compete for an array of
silverware - Major Conway rode in the Military Cup
and placed in a very respectable second place.

In summary, despite being away for the Christmas
period the Falklands has provided an excellent
chance to deploy on an operational footing, conduct
Support Weapons cadres, and exploit training
opportunities with the RAF and Navy. Teething
problems encountered and lessons learnt should
ensure that The Inkerman and No 2 Company are
set up for successful tours in the back-end of 2020.

22



The Inkerman
Company

by Major Paddy Rice

he start of 2019 found The Ribs in South

Sudan preparing for their final few weeks of
Op TRENTON 5, which proved particularly busy
as they juggled a visit from the Secretary of State
for Defence with force protection, daily routine
and preparing to handover to The Royal Anglian
Regiment. As the numbers of Grenadiers in theatre
reduced, the hours in the sangars of Bentiu and
Malakal seemed to grow longer and longer, but
eventually in the last few days of January, the final
elements of The Inkerman Company departed
South Sudan and returned to the UK.

The majority of February was spent on well-
deserved post-tour leave, catching up with family
and friends and making up for a missed Christmas
and New Year. Return to work saw The Ribs join
the other Companies in rotating through the
Battalion skiing trip to Val Thorens, exchanging
UN berets for ski helmets. A week of skiing gave
many soldiers their first taste of winter sports,
and the opportunity to learn a new sport and enjoy
the slopes (and nightlife) of a
ski resort. Most importantly,
it allowed the Company to
regroup (having been spread
across a number of locations
in South Sudan), and to
reflect on the exertions and
challenges of the last six
months. Having fully rested
and recovered, the Company
returned to Lille Barracks in
March ready to entirely switch
focus and begin preparation
for The Queen’s Birthday
Parade 2019.

Spring Drills quickly served
to shake out the ceremonial
cobwebs (although the Corps
of Drums presence in South
Sudan had ensured drill
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remained an ever-present even whilst deployed),
and The Ribs soon found themselves forming
Number 5 Guard for ‘Troop Training’. Company
Sergeant Major Mann took over on the very first
day of training, having returned from instructing
at the Infantry Battle School in Brecon. Early
morning journeys to Pirbright for rehearsals were
interspersed with a variety Royal Guards. The hard
work put in by all involved was evident on Horse
Guards Parade in June when the Company took part
in an outstanding Birthday Parade.
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Throughout all of this bulling,
Brassoand drill, some members of the
Company (and wider Battalion) were
contending with entirely different
challenges, as they undertook the
Jungle Warfare Instructors’ Course
in Brunei, in preparation for the
Battalion’s exercise in Belize later in
the year. Spiders, snakes, torrential
rain and tropical heat proved to be
the background to learning how
to survive and fight in the jungle
environment, and most importantly,
how to pass instruction to others in
the skills. The success of those who
attended this course proved crucial
to the success of the Battalion on
Exercise Mayan Storm.

On return from summer leave,
Major Patrick Rice took over The
Ribs from Major Tim Rogers, just in time to
deploy straight to Belize. After a few hot days of
acclimatising in Price Barracks in Belize City, the
Company sorted themselves in convoy heading
towards the jungle on the Guatemalan border, not
to see running water, showers or fresh food again
for over a month! Having occupied a jungle base
camp (consisting of three linked Platoon harbours,
a company headquarters and a ‘school house’ atap)
the Guardsmen went straight into lessons to find
water, food and shelter in the heat of the jungle.
The sounds of machetes hacking living spaces out
of the trees were soon drowned out by the heaviest
rainstorm anybody had seen - that this was the first
night was not a promising omen. However, having
made adjustments to hammocks and waterproof
shelters (and the storm seeming to have passed),
the following days soon turned into weeks as the
Company progressed from individual skills and
drills, through fire team and section activity, up to
Platoon-level offensive operations.

The blank firing phase of the exercise culminated
in a battalion-level advance to contact through the
jungle. Having led the Battalion for the first day
and secured our objective, The Ribs covertly broke
out of the trees and promptly switched sides, ready
to occupy defensive positions and be the force-on-
force enemy for the Battalion’s final attack. This

The Ribs celebrating Inkerman Day.

presented all ranks in the Company a degree of
autonomy not usually enjoyed on a conventional
exercise, with small raiding parties given total
mission command to find and disrupt the Battalion
efforts to locate the camp, and Platoons given
the freedom to implement the defence of their
respective sectors as they deemed fit, which proved
a real highlight of the exercise for many.

Having progressed through individual to
Company level live firing, The Ribs finally emerged
from the jungle over a month later sporting some
dubious facial hair and threadbare combats. These
were quickly cast aside for the prospect of a few
days of adventurous training in the hills and by
the sea (including ziplining through the canopy,
snorkelling, sea kayaking and abseiling), followed
by five days exploring the sights and sounds of
Cancun - an experience that will live long in the
memory.

The final few months of 2019 saw a return to
Public Duties, as well as marking Inkerman Day
with a visit to the Cutty Sark and a boat trip around
London along the Thames. The Company now looks
forward to a busy 2020, which will include training
in Cornwall, Street Lining for the Welsh Guards
Troop, and a deployment to the Falklands Islands,
all whilst celebrating sixty years of The Inkerman
Company.
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Nijmegen
Company

Wellington Barracks, London

by Major Charlie Williams

n its 25th year, Nijmegen Company remains

the ‘gatekeeper’ of the Regiment; receiving our
most junior Guardsmen from ITC Catterick and
preparing them for life in the 1st Battalion. The
Company has had another hugely busy year in
2019. Whether it has been on the Horse Guards
Parade, Buckingham Palace Forecourt, on Salisbury
Plain or overseas, our feet have barely touched the
ground.

In the build up to the Birthday Parade, the
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Company provided a Guard of Honour for President
Trump. It was an immaculate guard and all the more
impressive given the condensed preparation time
due to Troop Training. The President was visibly
delighted during the inspection and clearly enjoyed
talking to the Company Sergeant Major Bailey and
Gdsm Spilling, who grew up in Missouri. Later that
week Nijmegen Company provided Number Three
Guard for the Battalion’s Trooping of the Colour. It
was a great Grenadier day and a proud occasion for
all the young Guardsmen who had worked so hard
in the build up.

July saw the company deploying on a summer
exercise to Longmoor and Salisbury Plain. These
exercises focused on back to basics soldiering for the
Guardsmen. Blessed with superb weather and with
a group of high-quality NCOs, the Guardsmen made

President Trump Guard of Honour.
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Company swim in The North Sea.

the most of good this training opportunity. The
challenging time in the field saw a large amount of
development from the Guardsmen and culminated
with some high quality platoon attacks.

During a very busy period of public duties in the
summer, the Company still managed to get twelve
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away to complete the Nijmegen Marches, a four-day
100-mile march in the Netherlands. In a gargantuan
effort all members of the team completed the event,
with Gdsm Ralph and Whiston leading the entire
British Military contingent through the town of
Nijmegen in bearskins and tunics, despite some
very sore feet. On 24th July the Company completed
the hottest Queen’s Guard mount on record — 38.7
degrees! A statistic that will give some consolation
to those that sweated their way through the mount,
especially Gdsm Pharaoh who ended up on the front
page of three national newspapers.

September saw members of the Company turn
out in tunics across the Channel in three different
countries in a matter of weeks. 2019 marking 75
years since the Allied liberation of France and
the Low Countries, Nijmegen played their part in
commemorating the key role Grenadiers played in
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that campaign. Lt Macdonald-Smith and Sgt Thorne
took a detachment to Pont-a-Marcq in France, a
town liberated by the The King’s Company. The
young Guardsmen received a warm welcome from
the Mayor and the citizens as they took part in a
whirlwind weekend of parades and overwhelming
hospitality. In Holland, a team visited the site
of our battle honour namesake for a sunset
service of remembrance for the 75th anniversary at
Nijmegen Bridge.

The next destination was Paris, where Gdsm
Lear and Hunt provided a stair party for an event
to commemorate the liberation of the British
Embassy by Grenadier officers. There was time for
a trip to the top of the Eiffel Tower and a scooter
tour around the city.

A highlight of the autumn was a Guard of
Honour in front of the Colonel and Prince Laurent
of Belgium in Bruges. This was followed by another
immaculate parade at the Guild of San Sebastian
and an afternoon of their legendary ‘liquid
hospitality’ in their grounds. A company level swim
in the North Sea was required to blast out the
cobwebs before getting on ferry back to the UK the
following morning.

Soon enough the Company got a chance to
get back in the sea at the Army Sailing Centre.
Surprisingly there weren’t many other people
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making the most of the balmy October waters,
but everyone got stuck into learning some new
skills. Despite the sailing, windsurfing and paddle
boarding; the highlights of the week for most was
the last man standing wrestling competition on a
platform of paddleboards (Sgt Coulbert taking the
glory) and karaoke in Portsmouth.

Whilst the majority of the Company was
providing a Guard of Honor for the Polish Chief
of Defence Staff and street lining the route for the
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State Opening of Parliament, 8 intrepid men were
competing in the Cambrian Patrol. The team, led
by Lt Reames and LSgt Smith, earned a prestigious
gold medal; one of only a handful awarded at this
year’s event. This achievement is made all the more
impressive by having to squeeze training exercises
in between public duties and the fact that half of the
team were only a few months out of training.

The final few months of 2019 provided an
opportunity for some green training in Hythe
and Pirbright, in preparation for the Company’s
deployment to the Falklands. This included a visit
to the Regiment’s most junior members from the
Grenadier Senior Enlisted Advisor to CDS, WO1
Haughton. This was all in preparation for our
deployment to the Falklands in January 2020 with
Support Company. December saw most former
company commanders and company sergeant majors
coming together to former commanding officers of
the 2nd Battalion and the Regimental Lieutenant
Colonel on amemorable evening to commemorate the
75th Anniversary of the taking of Nijmegen
Bridge and 25th Anniversary of the formation of
Nijmegen Company.
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14th Company

Infantry Training Centre,
Catterick

by Lieutenant Jake Sayers

his last year at the Infantry Training Centre,
and most certainly at Guards Training
Company, has brought a lot of change. The new
Combat Infantryman’s Course (CIC18) is firmly
established; there has been another turnover
of Grenadier Guards permanent staff; the new
physical training programme is now in place; and
the number of Trainee Guardsmen in training is
at an all time high. For the first time in history we
have 2 female recruits due to pass off to the Guards
in February.
Guards Training Company headquarters has
welcomed its new second-in-command Captain R
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Guards 17 Platoon visiting the Chelsea Pensioners during their London visit.

Kilvington (Coldstream Guards) and Company
Sergeant Major, Warrant Officer 2nd Class K
Tomlinson (Irish Guards). Following the 1st
Battalion’s deployments at the end of 2018 and
early 2019, Lieutenants Sayers and Odlum have
arrived as platoon commanders, Sergeants Hendy
and Pearce as platoon sergeants and Lance
Sergeants Blatchly, Dexter, Hewson, Hubbard
and Wint as section commanders. Being posted
to Guards Company post-operations has been a
fantastic opportunity for the instructors to impart
their newly gained knowledge and experience to
the recruits, essential in the current peacetime era.

There is a healthy atmosphere in the Company:
the modular course breaks the course down in
such a way that the recruits are able to progress
through at a manageable pace, allowing the
instructors to ensure that all knowledge gaps are
bridged and deficits in skills are covered. Due to
the huge increase in recruit manning, platoon
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right) on Ex FROSTED BLADE.

form-ups are very close to each other, providing
trainee guardsmen with the opportunity to retrain
in a subsequent platoon only one or two months
behind if needed. This substantially removes the
stigma that is historically attached to being ‘back-
squadded’. There is a shared feeling throughout
the Company that all soldiers are arriving at their
battalions with the right knowledge and skills
that they need to begin their exciting futures as
guardsmen. The new course has brought with it a
number of new training opportunities based around
modern infanteering, for example integrating the
Dismounted Tactical Engagement
System (DTES) into exercises as
well as the Whinny Hill ‘Urban
Sprawl’, where the recruits
can watch step by step video
feedback of their urban operations
training. The new Army Physical
Employment Standards (PES) has
introduced a more physical and
more practical approach to physical
training. This has not only reduced
the injury rate, but has increased
the average level of fitness within
the platoon.

For the first time in several
years 7 out of 9 platoons are at full
capacity, with the remaining 2 only
a few short. Up until April 2019,
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guardsmen were recruited into a specific battalion:
now they are recruited as ‘Foot Guards’. In week
7 they fill in a Preference Proforma before being
assigned to individual regiments in week 9. To
ensure that guardsmen go to the right regiment,
a number of factors are taken into consideration,
based primarily on the their interests but also
taking into account the regiments’ operational
requirements and manning states. The Grenadier
Guards along with the Coldstream Guards are still
the best recruited of the Foot Guards regiments.
On 21st February Guards Training Company will
see the first 2 female guardsmen pass off and join
1st Battalion Welsh Guards.

Fully manned platoons result in fully employed
training teams with little time to spare. The
Christmas leave period, however, created a big
enough gap in the programme for some of the
Grenadier Guards permanent staff to get away on a
spot of adventurous training. Lieutenant J Sayers
and Sergeant J Pearce went to Val d’Isere on Ex
FROSTED BLADE, taking part in the Infantry
Alpine Skiing Championships, while Lance
Sergeant A Blatchly sailed in the Caribbean for two
weeks on Ex CARIBBEAN EXPRESS.

Overall it has been a successful year for Guards
Training Company: the number of trainee
guardsmen in the Company is at a historic high,
our instructors are unrivalled in their abilities and
we are producing a high standard of guardsman.
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Guards 16 Platoon on their final exercise in Thetford.
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Band of the
Grenadier Guards

he Band of the Grenadier Guards has fulfilled

a varied and exciting programme of events
over the last year. The diversity of the ensemble
is impressive, able to perform at a spectrum of
occasions alongside supporting the regiment in its
ceremonial duties. 2019 was an array of highlights
for both band and regimental occasions, celebrating
success, remembering and building towards an
exciting future.

Early in 2019 the band supported 1st Battalion
Grenadier Guards in their spectacular medal parade
at Windsor Castle, the regiment having completed
three concurrent tours in Iraq, Afghanistan
and South Sudan. This parade was particularly
memorable due to it being the first time the entire
regiment had come together since 1956, the day
culminated with a photograph of the Grenadier
Guards in their entirety with Her Majesty The
Queen. Later in the year the band made a short
tour of Belgium, marking the 75th Anniversary of
the country’s liberation during the Second World

CSgt Bandmaster, Mattias Andersson, leading a performance at the Hankyu
department store in Japan.
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War. The trip included battlefield and memorial
tours making the occasion particularly poignant.
There were various memorable moments, most
notably a moving ceremony at the Menin Gate in
Ypres and a parade through Bruges concluding at
the Guild of Saint Sebastian, the birth place of the
regiment. Another occasion alongside the regiment
was Tynwald Day, the national day of the Isle of
Man and the day in which the Manx Parliament
meets. Tynwald Day has taken place for over a
thousand years, making it the oldest continuous
parliament in the world, a direct legacy from the
Viking ancestry of the Isle of Man.

Back on home turf, the band was honoured to
be involved in a guard of honour for President
Trump, held in the gardens of Buckingham Palace.
The highlight of 2019 for many was The Queen’s
Birthday Parade as it was the turn for The Grenadier
Guards to troop their colour. 2019 was particularly
special for The Band of the Grenadier Guards as
the ‘Quick Troop’ was a new composition by the
band’s principal tuba player, LSgt Ian Shepherd.
The ‘Quick Troop’ is traditionally a gift from the
Massed Bands of the Household Division to the
Monarch, this year being the first time in history a
serving ‘rank and file’ musician has composed such
a piece — a huge privilege!
LSgt Shepherd dedicated
the work to previous
longstanding Drum Major,
Steve Staite.

A highlight of 2019
specific to the Band of the
Grenadier Guards was the
spectacular international
concert tour of Japan. The
band enjoyed an extensive

tour of the country
including  performances
in Osaka, Kanazawa,

Yokohama, Kitakami and
Tokyo all whilst avoiding
the fearsome Typhoon
Hagibis! The tour began
with a stay in central
Osaka, where the band
took centre stage in a
British festival at the
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-

Snr DMaj Damien Thomas leading the band after the service at Menin Gate in Ypres.

impressive Hankyu department store, performing
a concert alongside a number of short spotlight
parades for a very appreciative audience. Following
this after travelling in style on the renowned
Shinkansen ‘Bullet’ train, the band took part in
several concerts that included workshops and
massed ensembles with local youth bands before
arriving in Tokyo for the final leg of the tour.
Tokyo was a feast for the senses and proved to
be a fascinating experience, added to the sold-out
concerts and fantastic response from all audiences.
The band will remember the tour for a long time
to come.

There were other events during 2019 where one
might not expect to see The Band of the Grenadier
Guards, particularly during the first few days of the
year. The band took part in a brief tour in Murcia,
Spain for their widely celebrated Festival of the
Three Kings (Fiesta de los Reyes). The festival is
the largest in the region and celebrates the arrival
of the three wise men in Bethlehem after the birth
of Jesus. Religious effigies, costumed participants,
free sweets and of course The Band of the Grenadier

Guards made for an exciting display, all with
national media coverage. Another success of media
coverage was a performance of Bohemian Rhapsody
performed on the forecourt of Buckingham Palace,
a performance that followed the huge award success
of the film Bohemian Rhapsody leading to the
band’s recording going viral in the world’s media.

Maj Mike Smith,

leading a
performance in Aarschot, marking the 75th anniversary
of the liberation of Belgium during WWIL.

The Director of Music,
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Letter from the
Ironmongers

Colonel Charlie Knaggs, OBE
Clerk to the Worshipful Company
of Ironmongers

he Worshipful Company of Ironmongers is one

of the Great Twelve Livery Companies of the
City of London. The Grenadier Guards became
affiliated with The Ironmongers in 2013 and is the
only Regiment in the regular Army to be affiliated
with the Company. This affiliation is one of which
both parties can be truly proud.

With ancient roots in the iron trade, dating
back to 1493 when we received our Royal Charter,
today the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers is a
corporate company which helps the young and old
by administering six charities, as well as providing
a community for its members to take part in
a wide range of social and sporting activities.
The Company’s home is Ironmongers’ Hall in
Aldersgate Street in the City of London which has
been described as being similar to a country house
in the middle of the City.

The Ironmongers Company contribute to The
Colonel’s Fund each year, and the Regiment have
hosted our members at Wellington Barracks, on
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The Master and Wardens from left to right: The Senior
Warden - Mr Andrew Wauchope, The Master - Mr John
Biles, The Junior Warden - Mr Julian Verden.

the ranges at Hythe and on exercise in Belize.
Grenadiers have attended events, including the
First Guards’ Club dinner in Ironmongers Hall,
and some have become members of the Company.

We recently hosted Guardsmen from Nijmegen
Company at Ironmongers’ Hall for a talk on the
City and Livery Companies followed by dinner
where the Master of the Ironmongers spoke about
the Company’s history and the importance of the
affiliation with the Regiment.

The Ironmongers’ Company greatly values its
affiliation with the Grenadier Guards and we all
look forward to strengthening our ties through
mutually useful and productive activity.

The Worshipful Company of Ironmongers.

—
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Medals Parade
by Lieutenant Sam Macdonald-Smith

here can be few sights that evoke quintessential

British-ness than a battalion of tunic clad
Guardsman in the quadrangle of Windsor Castle.
This was precisely the sight that many of the
families of those Grenadiers who had served on
operations in 2018 were lucky enough to see on
22nd March 2019.

The 1st Battalion had been deployed to three
separate theatres from March 2018 to January
2019. Battalion Headquarters, No 2 Company and
half of Support Company were in Iraq instructing
and empowering national and local security forces
in the fight against Islamic State. The Queen’s
Company with elements of Support Company had
been in Kabul, Afghanistan providing security for

the mentors at the military colleges in the capital
and The Inkerman Company with the Corps of
Drums had been in South Sudan as part of a UN
peace keeping force.

After a period of well-earned leave, the Battalion
came back together for an event that will live
long in the memories of all in attendance. For the
parade, each of the operational groups formed up
as marching detachments along with a detachment
of the attached arms who were so crucial to the
success of the deployments. The massed ranks of
over 350 Grenadiers marched through the George
IV Gateway into the quadrangle accompanied by
the Corps of Drums, watched by hundreds of their
family and friends and the approving eye of The
Colonel, The Duke of York.

The medals themselves were presented by The
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel, Major General
Roly Walker, The Major General Commanding the
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Household Division, Major General Ben Bathurst
and the Commander of 11 Brigade, Brigadier Tom
Bateman. The Colonel himself presented medals to
a supernumerary detachment of soldiers who had
particularly excelled on tour.

Once the medals had been presented, The Colonel
made a stirring speech lauding the unprecedented
achievements of the Regiment being deployed in
three theatres at once. He gave credit to the families
of those deployed for their support over the long
separations and congratulated those who deployed
on making a positive impression on all who they
worked with overseas. His Royal Highness’ speech
showed his deep personal pride and affection for
the Grenadiers and The Sergeant Major showed
the Regiment’s gratitude in kind with a rousing
three cheers for the Colonel.

The parade concluded with a display of
immaculate massed drill, all coordinated by
the Commanding Officer’s emotive preparatory
word of command; ‘Grenadiers!’” The Colonel
took the salute as the parade marched out of the
quadrangle, having made an indelible impression

The Colonel presenting medals with the Commanding Officer and Regimental Adjutant.

on all who were present. The entire Regiment
was then arrayed for a photograph in front of the
castle to mark the occasion. Her Majesty joined her
son at the front of the picture and was also on the
receiving end of a thunderous three cheers (and of
an additional cheer, prompted by The Colonel, for
the Sergeant Major as he was getting married the
next day!). The Regiment were then kindly allowed
by the Coldstream Guards to host their guests in
Victoria Barracks, to enjoy a glass of champagne
and celebrate a job well done.

The parade stood easy.
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Grenadiers win
Silver Bugle Awards

by WO2 Thomas, Grenadier Guards,
Senior Drum Major Household Division

Major General’s Silver Bugle competition is
ran annually to seek the best Bugler from the
massed Corp of Drums to represent the Household
Division whenever a requirement is made for the
instrument to be sounded; be that a Royal salute
for members of the Royal Family, Last Post at a
remembrance ceremony or wreath laying anywhere
in the world. The winner of the competition is
presented with the Major General’s bugle which is
plated in silver and also awarded £500. He has the
privilege to carry the bugle on any parade including
the Queen’s Birthday parade in recognition of being
selected as the best. When not in use, the Major
General’s Silver Bugle is securely displayed within
the winner’s Battalion HQ and serves as a badge of
honour for the whole Regiment.

The competition is fierce with up to 17
participants from the Grenadier Guards,

Coldstream Guards, Scots Guards, Irish Guards,
Welsh Guards and Honourable Artillery Company.

L !k
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All have to be qualified to Class 2 Drummer, be
below the rank of Sergeant and be available to be
called upon to represent the Division throughout
the year that he holds the title. Contestants have
to play a series of calls which are scrutinised by
a judging panel made up of the Major General,
Brigade Major, Commanding Officer of the
Household Division Bands and the Garrison
Sergeant Major.

2019 saw the Grenadier Guards as clear winners
with candidates achieving first, second, fourth and
fifth place. LCpl, now LSgt, McKenna sounded
note perfect bugle calls which placed him head and
shoulders in front to be the Major General’s Silver
Bugler whilst Dmr Barton came in a close second
securing £250 prize money.

LSgt McKenna has represented the Division all
over the UK sounding Last Post ceremonies and
also went with the Senior Drum Major Household
Division in August 2019 to the Indonesian capital
of Jakarta to represent the Division at the UK
embassy’s Queens Birthday Party.

The next Major General’s Silver Bugle
Competition 2020 will take place in the Guards
Chapel, Wellington Barracks on the 31st March.
Good luck to all those competing.

LCpl McKenna receives the Silver Bugle from Major General Ben Bathurst.
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The Queen’s Birthday Parade

by Second Lieutenant Robin Macworth-young

or The First Battalion June 2019 brought the
honour, yet again, of Trooping its Colour before
Her Majesty to mark Her official birthday. The
Troop will not be an unknown entity to the readers
of the Grenadier Gazette and so you'll be pleased to
know that intricate re-tellings of drill formations
will be omitted from this account.
As 2018 turned to 2019 the Battalion found itself
spread across the globe. Operations in Afghanistan,
Iraq and South Sudan kept us operationally
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focussed and so thoughts of left-forms, spin-
wheels and marking time were far from our minds.
However, with the passing months Lille Barracks
soon found itself filling back up. There was time
for celebration and the telling of stories from our
various adventures, sharing of photos and catching
up. However, few were idle for long. Before we
knew it drill boots were being dusted off, bearskins
found, and rifles that, just a few weeks before were
being used for force protection, were now being
fitted with sight covers. Furthermore, few found
themselves to be the same shape that they were
two years prior and so inevitably the Tailor’s Shop
was overflowing with tunics that needed taking in,
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letting out or fitted with new rank insignia.

Prior to the start of Troop training came three
weeks of Spring Drills. Under the watchful eyes
of the two Drill Sergeants (WO2 Dacey and WO2
Shepherd) the Battalion was marched up and down
the Drill Square every day, going over the various
drill procedures for mounting and dismounting
Queen’s Guard and Windsor Castle Guard. Always
entertaining to watch, the Junior Officers were out
first thing every morning and put through their
paces with a barrage of ‘about turns’, ‘change
steps’ and ‘mark times’ by the Drill Sergeants who,
in doing so, firmly and fairly reminded us exactly
who was in charge of the Drill Square.

Spring Drills culminated in the Major General’s
Inspection. The Major General Commanding The
Household Division, having been so impressed by
our performance at our Medals Parade at Windsor
the week before, only wanted to see the Corps of
Drums perform and the Junior Officers’ Drill Test.
And so, as Friday of the third week came to an end
it was announced that The First Battalion, The
Grenadier Guards were fit to go back on the line
and once more carry on the state ceremonial work
of The Household Division. The Troop preparation
could finally begin.

The Grenadiers found four of the six guards for
the Troop (The Queen’s Company for The Escort,
No 2 Company for Number 2 Guard, Nijmegen
Company for Number 3 Guard and The Inkerman
Company for Number 4 Guard) and as such it
truly was a whole Battalion effort. Every day we
were found in Pirbright going over the minutiae of
the parade or on Horse Guards Parade doing run-
throughs or mounting guard from Horse Guards. It
must also be noted that every day the Commanding
Officer, Senior Major and Adjutant were up at
around 0430 in order to get to know the horses they
would be riding and practice and hone their riding
skills.

Had you asked me before it all began what I
imagined Troop training to be like I would have
described a mass of shouting Non-Commissioned-
Officers, repeating run-throughs for the sake
of it and troops weary on their feet. However, I
would not have been more wrong. The rehearsals
were taken with maturity, with a realisation that
exhausting everyone would get nothing achieved
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and with the attitude that the more enjoyable it
could be, the better the final product. And so, whilst
the days were full, there were smiles and laughter
in abundance.

Before we knew it the first parade was upon us.
The Major General’s Review went without drama
and set us up well for The Colonel’s Review the
following week. Our Regimental Colonel, HRH The
Duke of York, took the parade for the first time and,
in the baking summer sun, the Regiment excelled.
Fighting against the heat every man showed off the
discipline, teamwork and excellence expected of a
Grenadier and The Colonel expressed his pride and
congratulations. The conditions were set for the
big day.

On the 7th July I, as the Ensign, was treated to a
rather special event. Her Majesty The Queen held
a luncheon in Buckingham Palace for all past and
present Grenadiers who had been Ensigns on the
Troop. Every one still alive was in attendance and,
alongside Her Majesty, The Colonel, The Regimental
Lieutenant Colonel and The Commanding Officer
this group with a remarkable unifying theme had a
truly wonderful experience.

It was with slight disappointment that, on the
morning of the 8th July raindrops were falling over
London. High winds were also blowing through the
capital; could it be that, after six weeks of glorious
weather it would change on the one day that we
wished it wouldn’t? As the Captains and Ensigns
marched down to Horse Guards the old adage that
God is a Grenadier was proven yet again; the bad
weather ceased and the sun came out from behind
the clouds.

It is with credit to those that rehearsed us (The
Garrison Sergeant Major, The Sergeant Major and
the two Drill Sergeants) that on the day itself,
when the world was watching, we were able to
relax and enjoy it. Elements that had worried us
all went without a hitch and, on the world’s stage,
The Grenadier Guards displayed the excellence to
which we have all become accustomed. To say that
we were proud would be the understatement of the
century.

Looking forward to Trooping the Colour 2020, we
wish The Welsh Guards the best of luck. However,
deep down, we know that the Troop in 2019 will
live long in the memory and be a hard one to beat.

38 Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news



The Fagan Award
by Lieutenant Colonel Piers Ashfield

econd Lieutenant Christopher Fagan died on 31

August 1987 after a car crash on the previous
day at Creetown, Dumfries. He was 23, a serving
Grenadier Officer in the 2nd Battalion and was
returning from Ballykelly to go on a course. He
was the son of Captain Christopher Fagan, who
served in 3rd Battalion, and his wife Lady Mary,
and brother of Captain James Fagan who served in
2nd Battalion. His zest for life included a love of
adventurous training and the outdoors and it is in
his memory that his family and friends instituted
a fund to help serving Grenadiers of any rank to
take part and excel in the activities that he loved
or would have approved of. The fund has also
helped young people in Hampshire. The family,
jointly with the Regiment, allocate an amount
each year to be awarded to a worthy recipient
from the 1st Bn and Nijmegen Company chosen
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sporting interests. Two Grenadiers in particular
personify this approach and have benefitted from
the Christopher Fagan Memorial Fund and were
once winners of the Fagan Award; Lance Sergeant
Lamin Deen and Lance Sergeant Natty Ngwenya.
Lance Sergeant Deen won the Fagan award in
2007 using the funds to purchase ice spikes and
a helmet at the outset of his fledgling interest in
bobsleigh. Such was Deen’s determination and
drive in his chosen sport that his early endeavour
combined with a natural talent and powerful
running were recognised by the service team
scouts. Several seasons later and their faith in
Deen was well founded. Deen has subsequently
been crowned Army champion eight times and
interservice champion on six occasions. Such
was his pre-eminence in the sport that he made
it through the arduous selection process to be
selected for the 2014 Olympic squad for the Sochi
games competing in both the two- and four-man
bobsleigh. Since then Deen has accumulated
numerous top-level honours across the sport

by the respective Commanding
Officers. This forms the basis
of the Christopher Fagan
Award. Each award is in the
form of a grant that is used to
enable the recipient to develop
his experience or expertise in
a chosen pursuit to become a
more experienced, technically
skilled or purposeful person.
Provided that it satisfies these
categories, the award may be
used for suitable activities at the
discretion of the Commanding
Officer.

Through this benevolence 48
keen Grenadier sportsmen have
so far been inspired to pursue a
course that may have previously
been unattainable to them. In
many cases, not only has this
immeasurably developed the
individual both personally and
professionally, but has provided
an inspiration to so many in
the Regiment to pursue their
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LSgt Deen in action.

including; two World Championship medals, 9
World Cup podiums, 25 European Cup Podiums, 18
America’s Cup podiums and another appearance in
the Olympic team in 2018 at Pyeongchang in the
four-man bobsleigh. Deen found a moment whilst
competing in the World Cup in Austria to say ‘T am
very grateful for what the Fagan award has offered
me over my career and I hope it continues to give
soldiers the chance to achieve their full potential.’
Lance Sergeant Deen is still serving and at the time
of writing is competing in the World Cup bobsleigh.

In a similar vein Guardsman Ngwenya won
the Fagan award in 2012 purchasing his first
pair of boxing gloves and head guard which were
instrumental in the early years of his training and
development. Only a few years after competing in
inter-Battalion competitions, now Lance Corporal
Nwgenya’s talent was recognised and he was
posted to the Army Elite Sportsman’s programme.
Whilst on the programme he completed the Section
Commanders’ Battle Course and was promoted
to Lance Sergeant. Ngwenya then became the
UK Armed Forces boxing champion five times,
the under 20 Novice Amateur Boxing Association
Gold Medallist progressing to the elite category
winning one bronze and three silver medals before
being crowned Amateur Boxing Association Elite
champion in 2019 and the Great Britain Amateur
Boxing Association champion 3 times. In recognition
of his outstanding performance and contribution to

Army Sport, Lance Sergeant
Ngwenya was the 2019 Army
Sportsman of the year and
continues to prosper as a key
member of the Army Elite
Sportman’s programme.

The winners of the 2019
Fagan Award were Gdsm
Heywood and Gdsm Daines,
the following citations were
written by their Companies:
Gdsm Heywood - The
Inkerman Company
‘Upon his return from OP
TRENTON in  January
2019, Guardsman Heywood

threw himself back into the

rhythm of Battalion life.
Capable, enthusiastic and intelligent Heywood has
consistently sought to make the most of his time
in Aldershot. A keen sevens player, Guardsman
Heywood was selected to represent the regimental
sevens team on its tour to Las Vegas, where his
skill and focus were commented by the team’s
captain throughout. Not content with one trip
across the Atlantic, Heywood volunteered to take

LSgt Ngwenya with his belts.
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part in the Yukon Grenadier world record attempt.
After a rigorous selection process held over a busy
period of Troop training, Heywood was selected
from an extensive list of volunteers to form part
of the four man team, departing within 24 hrs of
the Queen’s Birthday parade. Assuming the role
of CQMS over the course of the canoe expedition,
his responsibilities were multiple. Whether it
was sourcing sponsors, collating and accurately
plotting the course of the 1,860 miles, managing
the flow of rations or navigating the actual river
itself Heywood’s participation was complete. A
constant source of good humour and reliable
decision making, his thoroughness was critical to
the success of the expedition and one for which he
was entirely suited. Aside from his sporting ability,
Heywood is an exceptional soldier. Committed
and self-disciplined, Heywood’s potential was
recognised early as he volunteered to attend the
Army Officer Selection Board, which he recently
passed, and will be commencing Sandhurst in
January 2020. Heywood’s self-awareness coupled
with the hard work and determination he applies
to any endeavour have made him an outstanding
and entirely deserving Guardsman who has an
exceptionally bright future.’

Gdsm Daines — Nijmegen Company

‘Guardsman Daines arrived in Nijmegen Company
in March 2019. Since then he has thrown himself
at everything, all underwritten with infectious
enthusiasm and a humble manner. Daines is an
outstanding sportsman; he has represented the
Regiment at a number of Rugby 7s events including
the Army South Units Championship where he
was awarded ‘player of the tournament’. He also
proved himself to be a more than capable footballer,
performing well when representing Nijmegen
Company in the Manchester Cup. Coupled with his
sporting excellence is a deep professional interest
in soldiering, this manifested itself on exercise in
Salisbury Plain this summer where Daines was
noted to be at standard well above most of his
peers. In July, Daines, having volunteered himself,
formed part of Nijmegen Company’s entry into
the Nijmegen Marches in the Netherlands — four
days of marching 25 miles per day carrying close
to 30lbs — the Officer taking part noted Daines’
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‘exceptional levels of physical robustness and
cheerful spirit’. Only last month, Daines, who once
again volunteered himself, was part of a team that
entered the Cambrian Patrol, an extremely arduous
two-day exercise that requires entrants to cover long
distances, carrying heavy bergens, and then perform
complex military skills challenges with very little
sleep. Despite being relatively junior, Guardsman
Daines has packed a great deal into his first eight
months with the Regiment and is already showing
significant leadership potential, he is certainly ‘one
to watch’ going forward.’

The support the Fagan Award has played in
galvanising the Regiment’s sporting talent has
been significant. The important role it has played
in two of our most successful sporting talents has
been crucial and is representative of the wider
support that every Grenadier feels acutely from the
wider Regimental family. This generous provision
is an encouraging reminder of the breadth of wider
Regimental support that is available in various
guises to all Grenadiers. The support typifies our
continued commitment to the development of our
people. On behalf of all the previous winners of the
Fagan Award I would like to thank the Fagan family
for their support and for helping us make a positive
difference to the life experience of our Guardsmen.

The Commanding Officer with LSgt Ngwenya when he
won the Army Sportsman of the year award.
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The Penn Award

t Col Sir Eric Penn OBE, GCVO, MC, was an
outstanding Grenadier and Comptroller of the
Lord Chamberlain’s Office of the Royal Household
who died in 1993. His widow, Pru, gave a sum
to the Regiment for a prize to be awarded on an
annual basis. The Regiment now funds the Penn
Award because Lady Penn is now very elderly. The
award of £200 and an engraved tankard is made
to the Guardsman who on his Corporal’s Course
performed to the highest standard, fulfilling the
following criteria:
i. A high level of self-discipline and
determination.
ii. A thorough knowledge of low level tactics.
iii. An ability to instruct and show leadership
skills.
iv. A high standard of fitness, appearance, and
bearing.

The 2019 winner of the award was LCpl
McKnight. The citation below was written by his
Platoon Commander, Captain Alex Wilson.

LCpl McKnight passed out of ITC Catterick on
3rd November 2017 having been awarded prizes
for the Best Recruit and Fittest Recruit. He
was sent to Nijmegen Company, to undertake
ceremonial duties. After a short period including
a week of skiing, he attended HDPRCC where he
was awarded Top Student, with another Grenadier
coming second.

On returning to Nijmegen Company he was
promoted to Lance Corporal.

In the autumn he was given the opportunity to
go to Kenya on Ex ASKARI STORM as a Section
Commander of a Nijmegen section. Along with
other sections from Number Seven Company
Coldstream Guards and F Company Scots Guards,
his section formed a platoon attached to the 1st
Battalion Irish Guards.

The New Year began with yet another opportunity
for LCpl McKnight, this time a sporting one.
The Battalion sent a team to the Las Vegas 7’s
tournament for eight days, with LCpl McKnight
playing a key role as a stalwart flyhalf. The rest of
2019 consisted of more ceremonial duties with the
highlight being the state visit by the US President
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Donald Trump, and the opportunity for the 1st
Battalion to troop their colour.

After troop leave, McKnight was sent to Aldershot
andjoined the Sniper Platoon. In August he attended
the 11 week HDPRCC Sniper course, after which
he joined Support Company on Op FIRIC in the
Falklands. During the three month deployment, he
helped the Sniper Platoon run a three week course
for those hoping to attend HDPRCC in 2020, and
took part in both blank and live-firing exercises,
including providing precision fires for Nijmegen
Company on Ex CAPE BAYONET.

LCpl McKnight is an active member of the
Shropshire Branch, and has performed admirably
during his short career to date. He is a worthy
recipient of the Penn Award.
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75th Anniversary of the
liberation of Pont a Marcq

by Lieutenant Sam Macdonald-Smith

n 3rd September 1944, men of the King’s
Company and Number 2 Squadron, 2nd
Battalion Grenadier Guards liberated the
French town of Pont a Marcq. 75 years later the
connection between the town and the Regiment is
still treasured. This year, 7 members of Nijmegen
Company travelled to France to commemorate the
23 Grenadiers who gave their lives and to celebrate
the liberation of the town. The detachment arrived
in Pont a Marcq on Friday 30th August and the
guardsmen had to wait mere seconds before they
had a beer in their hands - a sign of the superb
hospitality to come.
On Friday evening we were treated to a drinks
reception in the Town Hall to welcome us to the
town. To mark the 75th anniversary, Regimental
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Headquarters presented the Mayor of Pont & Marcq
with a stunningly detailed diorama of the battle,
made in 1956 for the Tercentenary of the Regiment.
The locals were thrilled, and this presentation set
the tone for a highly enjoyable weekend of Anglo-
French commemorations. Although we lacked any
French speakers, the Guardsmen still got stuck in
to overcome the language barrier and engage with
our hosts.

On the Saturday morning we arrived in Home
Service Clothing for a commemoration at the
principal memorial in the centre of town. We
were joined by Col Martin David who had been
instrumental in coordinating the planning of the
weekend and brought much needed linguistic skill
to the Grenadier contingent. Also in attendance
were an enthusiastic troop of reenactors dressed
as World War Two solders. Although most wore
American paratroopers’ uniforms, we were
delighted to chat to a 1944 Grenadier sporting
Guards Armoured Division insignia on his overalls.

Grenadiers with Brian Bennett.

7
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After a dignified service in the centre of Pont
a Marcq, we moved to Lille cemetery to pay our
respects to those who fell in the battle. Each of
the Guardsmen were given crosses to place at the
graves of their forebears. We were struck with how
many of them were the same age or even younger
than our own junior Guardsmen and by the moving
messages on many of the immaculately maintained
gravestones. We were particularly honoured to
take a photograph with Brian Bennett at the grave
of his father and to lay a wreath at the memorial
for themembers of French resistance who died
alongside the Grenadiers.

The contingent was again plied with delicious food
and beers by the unwaveringly friendly townsfolk at
a delicious lunch hosted by the mayor. Afterwards
we made our way to Lessines in Belgium to attend
a service in another town which the
Grenadiers had helped to liberate
and then into the town for another
parade. This last event of the day was
one of the more unusual occasions
any of us had attended. The town of
Lessines was having a Renaissance
fair with hundreds of people dressed
in medieval costumes and enjoying a
festival atmosphere in the sunshine.
Adding to this a group of Grenadiers
resplendent in tunic and bearskins
and a fleet of Willys jeeps disgorging
our 1944 paratrooper friends it made
for a memorable, if incongruous,
scene! Mercifully we made a brief
appearance before changing into
more comfortable clothes. By this
point it had been several hours since
the Guardsmen had last been offered
a beer but luckily our hosts did not
take long to correct this most minor
lapse.

On the final morning we, along
with most of the town, attended a
church service. LCpl McCullough
gave a reading and LCpl Whyte
helped Brian Bennett to deliver
the Roll of Honour. Following the
service, we joined the local marching
band for a parade around the town,
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stopping off at various significant locations to lay
wreaths. Our final stop was a large reception where
the Grenadiers invited onto the stage. This gave
the author a chance to publicly thank our hosts
in his very rusty schoolboy French. After another
delicious lunch, plus bagpipe music and dancing;
we finally dragged ourselves away to catch the
Eurostar at the end of what had been a hugely
enjoyable experience.

The people of Pont & Marcq could not have been
more welcoming to the serving Grenadiers and to
the families of veterans who attended a bonanza
of different events throughout the weekend. The
goodwill experienced on both sides will ensure that
this special link to our Regiment’s history will be
maintained with enthusiasm for the foreseeable
future.
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The 75th Anniversary of the
Liberation of Paris

by Captain Jamie Fraser
formely Grenadier Guards

On 13th September 1944, Duff Cooper arrived
in Paris as the newly appointed British
Ambassador to France. De Gaulle’s Free French
army supported by the American 4th Infantry
Division had entered the city of Paris between 19th
and 25th August. On 12th September 2019, as part
of a wide-ranging series of events commemorating
the liberation of Paris, the current Ambassador,
Lord Llewellyn, hosted a talk by Artemis Cooper,
Duff’s granddaughter, and her husband Sir
Anthony Beevor, the joint authors of Paris after the
Liberation 1944 -1949.

Anthony Beevor covered the political and
military backdrop to De Gaulle’s presidency and
the evolving relations with both Russia and the
UK. De Gaulle needed to contain the pressure from
the French communists, which he did by liaising
closely with Stalin; he also wanted to rebuild the
French economy and to re-establish French pride.
Churchill’s offers of support and aid, communicated
through Cooper, were therefore subtly rebuffed.
Artemis Cooper brought her
grandparents time at the
embassy to life. After four
years of German oppression,
Paris had lost its sense of fun
and gaiety. Diana Cooper
was determined to establish
the British Embassy as key
to bringing it back and the
Coopers became famous for
achieving this. With wit and
colourful stories Artemis
portrayed an embassy that
was fizzing with activity,
purposeful and became a
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Rue Fauborg St Honore because the hall was piled
high with furniture: they spent their first week in a
hotel nearby, whilst the furniture was removed and
repatriated to the United Kingdom. The furniture,
which belonged to 37 or so senior embassy staff,
had been abandoned in 1940. Needing to evacuate
Paris promptly these diplomats had been allowed to
bring the contents of their respective apartments to
the embassy for safe-keeping. The military attaché
at the time was my grandfather, Brigadier The
Hon Willie Fraser DSO MC, by then a Grenadier
but whose decorations came from his time as a
Gordon Highlander serving throughout the First
World War.

In August 1944, the Guards Armoured Division
had been pushing through Normandy for many
weeks as part of Operation Goodwood. The Germany
army had been pushed back through the Falaise
Gap and the opportunity arose to give everyone a
couple of days leave. Four Grenadier officers, Peter
Carrington, David Fraser, Neville Berry and Teddy
Denny grouped together, borrowed a spare staff car
and set off notionally for the coast.

Shortly after leaving the Battalion area the
plan changed. Rumours abounded that Paris was
falling, with a sense that history was being made
they decided to visit Paris instead. With a Union

centre of Parisian social life.

On their arrival on 13th
September 1944 the Coopers
had been unable to access the
splendid Residence on the

From Left to Right: Gdsm Ryan Hunt, Lord Llewellyn the British Ambassador, Gdsm
James Lear.
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Jack fluttering from
the vehicle they set off
pushing their way past
convoys of American
troops heading towards
Paris and others heading
away. Good progress was
made and they reached
the city perimeter at
which point their lack of
a plan became apparent.
David Fraser, my father,
who had visited his
parents during their
time at the embassy,
had the most up to date
knowledge of Paris and
became the expedition
leader. He decided that
they should aim for the Ritz as he could remember
his way there.

With the Free French Army itself only reaching
the city centre that day these four Grenadiers in
their staff car were among the first Allied soldiers
to have been seen. They reached the Ritz to discover
the last German officers had only left 24 hours
earlier, and booked a suite of rooms on the basis
that the bill would be settled by Neville Berry’s
family business, Kemsley Newspapers. They dined
better that first night than they had in months and
exchanged news with Ernest Hemingway in the bar
afterwards: It is said that he with other journalists
vouched for Kemsley Newspapers’ as guarantor of
the bill.

The following day, they went to investigate the
fate of the family furniture and made their way the
former palace that had been home to Napoleon’s
favoured sister, Princess Pauline Borghese, before
being acquired by Wellington on behalf of the
United Kingdom in 1815. It has been our embassy
ever since. Their knock on the door was greeted
with astonishment by Mr Christie, an expatriate
embassy porter who had guarded the building and
its contents for four years. The date is thought
to be somewhere between 26th and 29th August,
1944. Unofficially this is the date of the liberation
of the British embassy in Paris!

Having read the story in Lord Carrington’s

From Left to Right: Lord Kemsley, Jamie Fraser, Lord Carrington, Robin Denny.

autobiography ‘Reflect on Things Past’, Lord
Llewellyn invited descendants of these four
Grenadiers to join the celebration. And so, Rupert
Carrington, Richard Kemsley, Robin Denny, myself
and our wives were invited to stay at the Embassy
and listen to the talk. The dinner afterwards
included Colonel Martin David MC, Senior British
Liaison Officer, Major Lord Valentine Cecil and
Lieutenant General Sir George Norton, who had
made the round trip from Brussels to represent the
Regiment. Grenadier involvement was reinforced
by the presence of Lieutenant Tristram Reames,
Guardsman Ryan Hunt and Guardsman James
Lear from the Nijmegen Company in tunic order.
Dinner was followed by a late-night drink in
the bar of the Ritz hotel and despite reaching our
beds at 1.30am we all paraded at 7.30am the next
morning to attend a brief wreath laying ceremony
on the tomb of the unknown soldier at the Arc de
Triomphe. Lord Llewellyn laid the wreath, whilst
his military attaché read the Regimental Collect.
It was splendid that the unofficial ‘liberation’ of
the British Embassy by four Grenadier officers
found its way into the formal 75th Anniversary
commemoration ceremony. Lord Llewellyn wrote
‘A huge thank you to the serving Grenadier Guards
who joined us yesterday and who made a special
commemoration even more memorable.” Our
thanks go to him for his imagination and generosity.
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It’s all downhill from here -
Alpine Racing as
Adventurous Training

by Lieutenant Alex Wilson

was asked on a number of occasions why we were

skiing, why it should be funded by the taxpayer,
and what relevance it has. The stock answer is
that sports and adventurous training are force
multipliers and increase operational effectiveness,
enhancing team cohesion and providing relief from
the ‘normal’ business of soldiering. These are all
true, and yet alpine racing goes further than other
activities.

We all work in an environment where we make
decisions that are influenced by an understanding
of risks. Often decisions are made for us on the
nature of the risk and the appropriate action to
take. When alpine skiing, and racing in particular,
the relationship with risk is dramatically altered.

Standing in a start gate, looking around and
drinking in the view in an attempt to settle oneself,
there is an awareness that it could be over in ten
seconds with a season-ending injury or in two
minutes crossing the finish. From the outset it is a
battle to remember the course, to put into practice
what has been taught, to master the urge to slow
down. Sensing the gates and terrain rushing past,
feeling the skis chattering over ruts, constantly
asking: ‘How do I go faster?’

This question illustrates the relationship that ski
racers have with risk. They understand that the
more ways you find to answer it, the better you will
do, but the more risks you will take. The margin
for error, already razor thin, is further pared away
in the pursuit of hundredths of a second. In the
course of day-to-day soldiering, it is rare to have
the opportunity to exercise such control over one’s
short-term safety and outcomes. The feeling of total
control — even when skiing at the edge of being in
control - is incredibly refreshing, and is the reason
that soldiers often develop a passion for ski racing,
even if they are not totally convinced that they
enjoy skiing.

This is the key benefit of skiing, and ski racing
in particular. The dangers are inherent and are
frequently hinted at, if not graphically illustrated
— the ‘blood wagon’ is always held at the start of
the course in full view of the racers. It is entirely
within the control of the individual how far they
are willing to push themselves, how many risks
they are willing to take. It empowers the individual
in a way that we are usually unable to.

This empowerment is equivalent to mission
command. The racer knows the task — to complete
the course as fast as possible — and from the moment
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they push out of the gate, everything is up to them.
Some find coping with this responsibility difficult,
as they are unused to being responsible, especially
where their safety is concerned. This, if anything, is
the purpose of adventurous training. To extract the
individual from their comfort zone, to make them
responsible for themselves and their safety, and to
give them a sense of achievement.

Household Division Alpine
Racing Report 2018-19

by Lieutenant Alex Wilson

he Foot Guards had a strong showing at Ex

FROSTED BLADE this year, with teams from
the Grenadiers, Irish and Welsh Guards taking
full advantage of all the exercise had to offer. Each
team of eight had two Officers, with the remaining
slots open for Guardsmen and Non-Commissioned
Officers. There were five individuals from other
teams - two from the Infantry Team and three
from the Infantry Training Centre - taking the
Foot Guards to 29, with representatives from each
Regiment.
A mixture of novices and experienced skiers,
there was early success as a combined Grenadier
and Welsh Guards team stormed to victory in
the night parallel slalom. The
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(e

of the necessity of young officers?

At the Army Championships in Serre Chevalier,
the Foot Guards were joined by Lt Hugo Hunter
HCav, who skied very well in spite of the minimal
training on offer in Verbier. After a string of strong
results, where the Infantry team were often the
fastest on the hill, Lts Wilson and Calder-Smith
were selected to represent the Army at the Inter-
Services Championships, Lt Wilson as team captain.

Household Division skiing is going from strength
to strength. The next step is to enable continuity
in teams, especially in Guardsmen and Non-
Commissioned Officers, and for Commanding
Officers to continue sending teams if possible —
skiing is an excellent recruiting and retention tool,
and participation is critical.

teams performed remarkably well
considering their paucity of race
experience. The Welsh Guards
finished fourth, with the Grenadiers
seventh and the Irish Guards
twelfth of 27 teams, results which
bode well for future championships.
Operational requirements
prevented any teams from
going on to the Divisional and
Army Championships, however
Lieutenants Wilson and Macdonald-
Smith Gren Gds, Windsor-Clive
Coldm Gds, Calder-Smith SG and
Davidson WG were able to progress

as individuals — perhaps indicative
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Yukon Grenadier -
A Summary

by Captain Jon Frith

10th June 2019 -

Whitehorse, YT, Canada:

Captain Jon Frith, Grenadier Guards: ‘Hi
Peter, we're here; happy to grab the canoes off
you when you're ready’

Peter (British, eccentric, expat Canoe seller):
‘Canoes?! You mean you want more than
one?!’

Jon: ‘Yes Peter, as discussed, there are four
of us....

Peter: ‘Oh cripes, this could be interesting’

nd so it began, with a little under two thousand

iles to go, Yukon Grenadier, an attempt to
establish a World Record for canoeing the Yukon
River was almost scuttled on Day zero in the small
town of Whitehorse, Canada. But, with the spirit of
the “Yukon Men’ and our forebears from the 1994
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Roof of the Americas expedition coursing through
us, the vessels were successfully acquired. And
so, ‘Big Red’ and ‘Little Blue’, two old Canadian
open top canoes, formed the basis of our attempt to
take on the mighty Yukon. Were this to be the only
drama that befell the team, made up of Captains
Jon Frith, Tom Bolitho, Guardsmen Joe Heywood
and Alisdair Szysko, we would have been lucky but
as it happened this was just an inkling of what was
to occur over the next few weeks.

As we trundled towards the tip of Lake Bennett,
canoes and 250kgs of ration, spares, personal
effects and a Grenadier Duck loaded onto the White
Pass and Yukon Route railway, the views from the
windows were breathtaking. Gazing onto to the
frosted summits of the mountains which guarded
the source of the river at the tip of Lake Bennett,
we were carefully insulated from the realities of the
mighty river.

And at 1645hrs on Wednesday 10th June we
pushed off to begin our journey, hoping to become
the four fastest people in the world to have canoed
the Yukon River from source to sea. Divided into

et | H "y

Gdsm Joe Heywood.

i

Start point Lake Bennett - the source. Left to right Maj Jon Frith, Capt Tom Bolitho, Gdsm Al Szyszko,
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Midnight Sun in Alaska.

five major stages, each man would paddle 417,800
strokes over the next 1,856 miles, each canoe
travelling at an average of 4mph while taking in
the territory that had claimed so many of the gold
rush pioneers a century before.

Stage 1 & 2 Lake Bennett to Dawson City

With fresh arms and the warnings of a local canoe
shop owner that our expected miles ( we had to
average, minimum 66 per day ) were ridiculous
(‘The River’s too low/too windy/too many bears/
it'll take ten days to paddle from Lake Bennett
to Whitehorse’) we pressed on and, 2 days later,
we waved at that somewhat bemused shop owner
as we glided gently past. What we didn’t know
undoubtedly helped, and while the more
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river ushered us on.

Dropping considerably in elevation before it
reached Dawson City (Population 1,410), our canoe
skills were honed as the eddies, boils and sudden
rapids of the river would rear their heads quickly
forcing each canoe to think far ahead to enable
the inevitable evasive turns. At points it felt as
though we were trying to turn an oil tanker with a
tooth pick - the combination of weight and current
creating some interesting scenarios! Following
a brief 4 hour respite and re-stock in Dawson
we moved on, knowing full well that any human
interaction would be a bonus over the subsequent
1200 miles.

Stage 3,4 and 5 Dawson City to Emmonak
Crossing into Alaska, the only sign of our arrival
were two flags hastily erected on the bank held up
by a stripped spruce trunk. Less a brief telephone
conversation in the town of Eagle (Population
83) with a customs official whose chief concerns
were firearms and undoing whatever travesty he
had committed to find himself posted there, the
only indication we had crossed borders was the
broadening of the river and the arrival of the haze
and smoke from southern forest fires.
Accompanied now by beavers, coyote, wolves,
moose and bald eagles (and having avoided the
bears), as we progressed over the 66 degree latitude
and into the Arctic Circle our choice of campsite

risk averse may have quietly pulled in
at points, the eagerness we possessed to
get to the start of the river drove us on.

Crossing four lakes in three days
certainly allowed some pause for
thought and, with our inexperienced
eyes turning every rock, log and pine
tree into a bear, we were certainly not
short of scenery. Nevertheless, arriving
at the tip of Lake Laberge was a thrill,
suddenly we felt we were at the top of
the Yukon proper, no more slogging
through the lakes where the lack of
flow felt like treacle, suddenly we had
current as those millions of gallons
of glacial water funnelled between
the meanders and high banks of the

On the river a 1000 miles in and 1000 miles left...

SHHT
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Emmonak - 1986 miles 28 days 20 hrs 15 minutes and a new World Record.

became more important as the wildlife became
more curious. The river at points previously
flowing up to 7 mph now slowed to a sluggish 3.
With 24 hour sunlight, however, we were never
short of decent conditions to paddle and, with the
weather changing round every corner there was
added incentive for us to make progress while the
weather was good. At up to 1.5 miles wide at points,
a headwind of only 3mph could quickly churn
the water into waves which tended to swamp the
boats and make life rather more precarious than
needs be.

Coming through the Arctic Circle and turning
south into the last 400 miles the scenery was now
monopolised by the edges of the Kusokwim and

Kigluaik mountains which swiftly flattened as the
delta approached. A haven for fishing, we suddenly
became aware that we weren’t, in fact, the only
humans on the Yukon as dozens of skiffs began
zipping past on their way to collect what they
could from the salmon run, churning the water and
curious as to why there were four British soldiers
apparently so lost on the Yukon.

Cries of “You've got a long way to go’ were now
replaced by ‘You’ve come a long way’ and, on
reaching the fishing town of Emmonak and the end
to our epic adventure the Yukon had certainly made
this felt. Exhaustion paralleled only by our pride:
1,856 miles in 28 days and 21 hours were complete
and so was a new world record.
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Battalion ‘Soccer’
Tour to the USA

by Captain Tom Parkes

iven the proximity of the United States to the

Battalion’s exercise in Belize and in the spirit
of one-upmanship, with the Rugby Team having
been to Las Vegas, the Football team devised a tour
to Texas and Oklahoma in October.

Mr Fetherston-Godley and Sgt Harper keep Capt
Sharquano at bay in Oklahoma.

On Thursday morning, No 2 Company completed
the last live attack of Ex MAYAN STORM through
the caverns of Camp Charlie in Belize. The following
afternoon, having spent over a month in the jungle,
the battalion soccer team gathered to play the first
game of the tour.
The opposition
was the Belize
Defence Force
(BDF); a lithe,
quick, well-rested
side with a couple
of internationals
amongst  them.
Our side, after
weeks of cigarettes
and rations under
the canopy, were
rather jaded
and bitten with
an average age
nearer 40 than

Mike Bassett and Capt Parkes
watch OU Women vs Kansas.
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Gdsm Mortley with OU supporters.

20. Mercifully the pitch was in equally poor nick.
A stout defensive effort, with tactics reminiscent
of Big Sam’s Bolton, reduced the Belizeans to our
level, and the Grenadiers managed to grind out a
one all draw, thanks to a 25 yard strike from LCpl
Mottershead just before the final whistle. After all,
you cannot win anything with kids.

Our first match in America was against Fort
Hood, the largest military base in the US, with
36,000 serviceman to select a 11 man side from.
An ambitious fixture choice. Fortunately we had
the presence of mind, in preparing for this game, to
ensure we trained on the pitch we were to play on
the day before. Unlike Belize however the pitch was
pristine and enormous with a 5000 seater stand.
We played in the evening under the lights. The Fort
Hood side had similar qualities to that of the BDF
but were not hindered by their groundsman. They

LSgt Williams, Gdsm McClendon and LCpl Price in Dallas.
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The Team in the Hot tub.

played with width, moving the ball quickly, exposing
us down the wings. The Grenadiers played valiantly
throughout but were beaten by a better team, 5-1,
with Gdsm Mortley awarded man of the match for
his goalkeeping including saving a penalty.

Before the game the team visited the Fort Hood

The BDF Commanding Officer and captain with the
Commanding Officer and Sgt Morris, team captain.
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simulators. These are
virtual trainers replicat-
ing complex scenarios for
soldiers to practice on,
from vehicles and through
rooms, with a variety of
weaponry. The team spent
a couple of hours prepar-
ing for the match, making
best use of this extensive,
excellent facility for a
protracted game of Time
Crisis.

After our ignominious
defeat against Fort Hood
we headed north to Nor-
man, Oklahoma where
the team was hosted by
our next opponents, the
University’s Army Re-
serve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC) We were
privileged to stay on campus, a beautiful and im-
maculate university. Whilst the Senior NCOs
in the team joined the cadets morning training,
Gdsm Hayton and Mortley appeared in Home
Service on KOCO5 State TV with Capt Parkes,
carefully fielding
the  presenter’s
questions on why
we were there and
the nature of pub-
lic duties. Fortu-
nately, our tunics,
bearskins and ac-
cents completely
masked the ab-
stractness of our
answers.

That afternoon,
a tornado warning
meant that the
afternoon’s match
was moved inside,
becoming a 6

aside fixture. We
had chosen our Capt Parkes, Gdsm Hayton and
opponents well  Mortley on TV.
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Sgt Price on the Fort Hood Simulators.

and on a small pitch the team won a glorious victory
against OU Army ROTC scoring 7. Following our
tremendous victory, the team watched the OU
Women’s Soccer Team play Kansas University
that evening in the bitter cold with Gdsm Hayton
and Mortley performing a pre-game Colour Guard
with our hosts. Clearly neither
tornados nor frosthite concerned
either of these teams.

Before departing our hosts
organised a breakfast for the
team with local Oklahoman
veterans, with a fleeting
appearance from the state
governor, Kevin Stitt. Talking
with an array of American
servicemen, who had served
from Viethnam up to the
present day, was a humbling
experience for all. Before we
left, the Governor ensured we
knew who to support in the
weekend’s college football derby
game between OU and Texas
State, known as the Red River
Showdown. The hospitality of
the OU Army ROTC meant our
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support was never in doubt; plus the team had
already been showered with plenty of free OU kit.

The final few days of the tour saw the team head
to Dallas to experience the atmosphere of the Red
River Showdown. The city was packed for the
weekend with Oklahomans and Texans pouring into
the city to support their respective sides. The game
was watched outside the stadium with swathes of
OU fans who were unfathomably enamoured with
many of the team. The day was a tremendous finish
to what was a remarkable 10 days in Belize, Texas
and Oklahoma.

The Soccer Tour provided for all of us a
wonderfully amusing and unique experience that
will live long in our memories. Its success was
due to the generosity, hard work and kindness of
many; including the Household Division Funds,
Army Sports Lottery and Berlin Infantry Brigade
Memorial Trust Fund. The hospitality and welcome
we received throughout the tour was completely
humbling, especially from Fort Hood and OU Army
ROTC. The team all recognise their luck in being a
part of it, would like to thank all those who made
it possible and hope that others continue to have
similar opportunities for adventures like this in
future. It has set the conditions for a successful
season in Aldershot in 2020.

The teams together after the game at Fort Hood.
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Ex IRON TIGER MANASLU
30 Sep - 21 Oct

by Major Andrew Butcher MBE

EX IRON TIGER MANASLU was a 3XX planned
expedition to Nepal, I was one of the 14 lucky
enough to attend. The group varied in rank, cap
badge and experience. The Manaslu Circuit Trek
over the Larka Pass is one of Nepal’s best kept
secrets, following remote trails which are little
touched by the modern world and which see
relatively few visitors throughout the year. It offers
beautiful views of the Himalayan range, with the
magnificent Manaslu (8163m), the eighth highest
mountain in the world almost in the palm of your
hand.

The trek begins in a small stone paved village
called Araghat Bazar on the banks of the river
Budhi Gandhaki and continues following the river
upstream, through small villages and settlements

The beautiful valley landscape between Lapubesi and
Dobhan.
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Mt Manaslu the eighth highest mountain in the world at
8163 meters, It’s name means ‘mountain of the spirit’.

of different Himalayan ethnic groups, from
Brahmin, Chhetri, Tamang, Magar, Gurung and
Tibetan. Each night we stayed in local teahouses
run by the local communities along the trek. Most
teahouses are quite basic but comfortable, with two
single beds in each room. There is a common area
for meals and relaxing, which is a great place to
stay warm around the fire at night.

Heading northwards the Valley opens up to reveal
delightful alpine meadows, lush rhododendron and
bamboo jungle and small, typical Tibetan villages in
the Nubri Valley, which cluster beneath Manaslu’s
sweeping North Face. The trek passes small villages
with rows of prayer wheels and spectacular mani
stones and prayer flags, which mark the passes
and religiously important sites. After a few days
trekking, the trail reaches Samagaon, the largest
and most important village in the region. From
there we headed west and cross the Larka Pass at
5106m, one of the most dramatic pass crossings in
the Himalayas.

Walking along a classic but tough trail linking the
Buri Gandaki with the Marsyangdi Valley, where
we reached the old salt routes, which still operate
as the main trading routes between the Tibetan
plateau and little settlements on Nepal’s side of the
great mountain range.

The descent from Larka pass, passes through
beautiful alpine meadows at Bimtang, before joining
the main Annapurna Circuit route and heading to
the trailhead at Besi Sahar. The region shelters
endangered animals such as snow leopard, red
panda and blue sheep — especially in the northern
reaches, as Buddhist Tibetans prohibit the killing
of animals. The Manaslu Conservation Area was
closed to foreign trekkers until 1991.

55



The mountain’s name comes from the Sanskrit
word manasa, meaning ‘wisdom’ or ‘soul’,
which leads to the most common translation of
the name as ‘The Mountain of the Spirit’. On
the eastern side we get occasional glimpses of
Ganesh Himal, the mountain named after the

The team reach the Larke Pass at 5106 meters.
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elephant-headed Hindu God of Good Fortune.

Without doubt The Manaslu Circuit is one of
the best treks in Nepal for those looking for an
alternative to the more popular Everest Base Camp
or Annapurna Circuit treks. An experience that
will live long in the memory.

Stalking Trip to Scotland
by Lt Alex Fetherston-Godley

xercise GRENADIER MARKSMAN saw 13

members of the 1st Battalion make their way up
to the Scottish Highlands in Achfary, Sutherland,
to enjoy a testing week stalking Red deer and Sika
hind amongst beautiful scenery. Apprehensions
were high pre-deployment, with the trip departing
in late November, the weather in Scotland was on
the mind of many, with one Guardsman asking
me if we would be sleeping in shell scrapes for
the week. His fears were allied when we arrived
at the brilliant Old Laundry cottage that would
be our home for the week, perfectly catering for
stalking parties. The cottage overlooked Loch
Nan Ealachan a stunning backdrop that would

provide us with views onto the ground we would
enjoy stalking over in the coming days. Lieutenant
Felix Tracey and I were accompanied with Lance
Sergeant Davis (Number 2 Company), Lance
Corporal Fanning, Lance Corporal Fielding (both
Number 2 Company), Lance Corporal Wilson
(The Queen’s Company), Guardsman Lyon (HQ
Company), Guardsman Hammond (The Queen’s
Company) and Guardsman Yorke, Guardsman
Miles, Guardsman Duck, Guardsman Wilkinson
and Guardsman Edwards (Number 2 Company).
Upon a late arrival on Saturday night in Achfary,
the party headed to bed early in preparation for a
busy day on Sunday. Given our first full day was the
Sabbath, when typically shooting is prohibited, we
decided to walk up Arkle Mountain. A challenging
hike that had a few Gdsm asking if we were in fact
on exercise in the Brecon Beacons. Needless to say,
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we were rewarded with amazing panoramic views
and it gave the party a good recce opportunity on
the enemy hind that we saw sporadically during the
hike.

The plan for the week was to split everyone
into pairs, who would then be joined by a stalker
and a ghillie. The estate boasted seven potential
beats (areas of land to stalk) which complimented
our party’s numbers perfectly. Each pair would
start with one stalker for the day and then rotate
throughout the week to experience walking up
different ground and the variety of terrain it had
to offer. Two pairs would travel as far as Ullapool
each morning which was a 45-minute drive from
the cottage. This would be the first of several
vehicle moves as they would get into an argocat
(Small off road, six wheel drive vehicle) to tackle
some tricky tracks before disembarking onto a boat
and travelling across a loch to finally get to the beat
they would launch an amphibious stalking assault
on.

On Monday morning, we were briefed by the
Head Stalker, David Alisson over the dos and don’ts
whilst out on the ground. He referenced previous
regiments had shot around 40 hind in total over the
course of a week with similar party numbers, so we
set this as our arbitrary target. We were then split
into pairs and all headed off to various ranges to
test and adjust the brilliant stalker rifles we would
be using for the day. Experience amongst the party
was limited, less LCpl Wilson, who had worked
briefly as a stalking guide. He selflessly allowed
his partner Gdsm Hammond to shoot first having
never stalked before. Gdsm Hammond was well

Loch Nan Ealachan.
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rewarded, having crawled no less than 300metres
on all fours for his first stalk he found himself in
a position to take a shot, and he did with aplomb,
killing his first hind and chalking up the first kill for
the party. LSgt Davis, having made the epic journey
towards Ullapool the first morning, found himself
the first member of the party with consecutive
kills from considerable range after more hard work
getting into position.

Throughout the week, the Gdsm really bought
into the sporting side of the stalk. Neglecting
easy opportunities to shoot deer that presented
themselves and were perhaps more accustomed to
human activity. This was especially gratifying for
Gdsm Edwards, who showed restraint in such cases
and endured a frustratingly unlucky week sighting
deer, until his final day where he shot two hinds
after a long stalk. Praise must also go to the more
fruitful members of the party; Gdsm Wilkinson,
Gdsm Duck, Gdsm Miles and LCpl Fanning finished
with 5 kills each, LSgt Davis 6 and LCpl Fielding 7.
Particularly special mention must go to Gdsm Yorke
who was rumored to have watched and read several
Rambo films and books on Vasily Zaytsev in the run
up to the week, he finished with no fewer than 8!
It was no coincidence that for much of the week
he operated with the German rifle aptly name ‘the
blaser professional success’, which bolt action did
not need pushing down when pulled back, allowing
for rapid reloading on multiple targets.

When successful on the hills, the Gdsm would
throw themselves into the bleeding and gralloching
of the beasts. Keen to learn how to preserve the
meat once shot they would then assist in getting
the hind down the hill, whether that be through
carriage or loaded onto the back of an argo cat, it
was all part of the experience. Finally, once back
in the larder, they would partake in the butchering
of the deer and were all kindly given some great
venison cuts at the end of the week. Just rewards
for their hard work.

In terms of the week itself, the party finished
with a staggering 58 hind shot. The stalkers were
most complimentary, saying in terms of regiments
that had visited, it was the best marksmanship
they had witnessed. It was a hugely successful
week that will live long in the memory of the Gdsm
who took part.
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Where are they now?

by Major Simon Gordon Lennox
(as at January 2020)

What a busy six months it has been since
taking over the role of Desk Officer, but
what a varied time indeed. Popping back and forth
between Glasgow, London and Wales, I bump into
Grenadiers far and wide, and I'm delighted to
report that we maintain a sophisticated and highly
regarded presence throughout the Army.

Lieutenant General Sir George Norton
KCVO CBE is finishing as the United Kingdom’s
Military Representative to NATO. He will hand
over to Lieutenant General Ben Bathurst in time
for the immediate post-BREXIT activities and,
whilst retiring, does so to be the new Commandant
of the Royal College of Defence Studies in Belgravia.
Major General Roly Walker DSO keeps a cool
hand on the tiller directing a wide portfolio in
London as well as continuing as our Regimental
Lieutenant Colonel, and Major General James
Bowder OBE has taken up the reins as General
Officer Commanding 6th Division (formerly
Force Troops Command) in Upavon. Colonel
Richard Maundrell MVO is the Assistant Head
(International) at the Joint Services Command
and Staff Centre in Shrivenham, whilst Colonel
Martin David MC maintains an elegant position
in France as the British Liaison Officer at the
Embassy in Paris. Closer to home, Colonel Alex
McKay MBE maintains a firm grip as Chief of
Staff of 3rd Division in Tidworth.

Lieutenant Colonel Andrew James MBE is
SO1 British Liaison Officer Collective Training at
the French equivalent of the Land Warfare Centre,
balancing international relations with plentiful
Grand Cru Champagne at € 14 abottle. Lieutenant
Colonel Simon Soskin has handed over his
second ‘hat’ in the Directorate of Army Manning to
focus on being Lt Col Foot Guards in Warminster
and London (and alongside Lieutenant Colonel
(Retd) Jerry Levine). Lieutenant Colonel
Richard Green is weathering the storm as

SO1 Infrastructure Strategy at Army Basing.
Lieutenant Colonel Piers Ashfield DSO is well
established as Commanding Officer 1st Bn, having
brought the Bn back from Iraq in good order, and
re-set the bar (as we do) for Public Duties. He will
hand over in due course to Lieutenant Colonel
James Greaves, who is currently SO1 Strategic
Advisor to the 4* General (US) Austin S. Miller, in
Kabul. Lieutenant Colonel James Green has
taken up the reins as Commanding Officer Wales
University Officer Training Corps, and Lieutenant
Colonel Andrew Seddon will do likewise in
the Autumn at Oxford - his alma mater (Brookes
College) - following the Advanced Command and
Staff Course. Nearer town, Lieutenant Colonel
Dom Alkin has returned to Northwood to be
the SO1 C4ISR in UK Strategic Command, and
further away from town Lieutenant Colonel Ed
Paintin is keeping order in Iraq as Chief of Staff
Op SHADER.

Major Simon Gordon Lennox, your author,
is requiring Vitamin D supplements as the Desk
Officer at the Army Personnel Centre in Glasgow.
Major Rupert King-Evans is SO2 Plans A at
Headquarters Home Command hoping to keep us
all on the straight and narrow. The ever-stalwart
Major James Shaw is the Senior Major of our
own 1st Battalion, with Major Ben Jesty showing
off his new Kilt as second-in-command 1st Bn
Scots Guards. Major Andrew Tiernan continues
the ‘Grenadiers as Chiefs of Staff’ theme at 12th
Armoured Infantry Brigade, and Major Ben
Powell is navigating the structural trysts in Army
Headquarters as SO2 Plans in the Land Operations
Centre. Major Neil Strachan will head off to be
a syndicate leader at the Intermediate Command
and Staff Course (Land) — ICSC(L) - after handing
over The Captaincy. In a similar vein, Major Will
Harries will head off to be a Plans Officer in
Permanent Joint Headquarters in Northwood once
he relinquishes Number Two Company. Major
Mike Dobbin DSO MC does exciting things in hot
places, whilst Major Paddy Rice is commanding
the Ribs. Returning to the Battalion will be Major
James Taylor who will be The Captain after
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handing over Executive Officer at The London
Regiment, Major Tom Hendriksen as Number
Two Company Commander vice Executive Officer
in Headquarters Regional Command, and Major
Alex Bayliss, who will relinquish SO2 Force
Design in the Capability Directorate and assume
command of Support Company. Meanwhile,
Major James Brown MBE has his nose to the
staff grindstone in London, and Major Richard
Da Gama is extending in Cyprus as SO2 Plans
whilst toying with a 6-month sojourn somewhere
exotic. Hot on all their heels follow Major Hugo
Cartwright, Military Assistant 2 to the Chief of
the General Staff, Major Jonny Hathaway-
White, Military Assistant to Director Support
in Army Headquarters, and Major Chris
Stevenson, Military Assistant to Chief of Staff
Policy and Finance (Senior Civil Servant) at the
Permanent Joint Headquarters in Northwood.
Major Adam Wellesley-Wood is finishing as
SO2 Defence Engagement at Headquarters 4th
Brigade before heading off to civilian life, whereas
Major Mike Dobson currently cuts his staff teeth
at ICSC(L) before heading up to Glasgow to be
Military Assistant to the Military Secretary.

Major Alex Budge will finish his stint as
SO2 Infantry at the Command and Staff Trainer
(South) and head off to ICSC(L) later this year.
Staff College also beckons Major Hamish Hardy,
who is settled as the SO2 J5 on Op SHADER,
likewise Major Charlie Williams, who took over
Nijmegen Company from Hardy late last summer.
Major Ben Conway, commanding Support
Company in the Falklands, is taking the leap of
faith and is University bound in the Autumn as a
civilian.

Captain Will Harris has been the key Staff
Officer in Izmir and is returning to join the others
at ICSC(L). Also on this august Staff College
list is Captain Alex Shirreff, currently also
on secondment in warmer climes, and Captain
Charlie Gilmore who is the sole Captain in
Headquarters Regional Command. Captain Chris
Wright, the indomitable Training Officer, is also
taking the leap into civilian life. Captain Tom
Hargreaves is getting a sound thrashing as the
S03 J3 Commitments in Headquarters 16 Air
Assault Brigade (along with three other Foot Guards
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Captains). Captain Ben Tracey holds the fort as
the Adjutant of the 1st Bn, shortly to hand over to
Captain Robbie Thompson, with Captain Tom
Parkes keeping Support Company on track as the
second in command before also leaving the Army
for pastures new. Captain Kaspar Varmuza
is the SO3 Policy for Director Engagement and
Communications in Main Building, just across the
road from Captain Ollie Wace who is SO3 Ops
& Deployments in Headquarters London District.
Back in Battalion, Captain Kit Naughton is the
Operations Officer, Captain Oliver Staunton
the Intelligence Officer, Captain Rich Phillips
the Mortar Officer and Capt Edmund Harmer
the Signals Officer. Other senior Captains outside
Regimental Duty are Captain Chris Pollard,
who is returning to his roots as SO3 G2 at 7th
Infantry Brigade, Captain George Barnes who
is Detached, but keeping an eye on everything,
Captain Robbie Laing who hands over Assistant
Military Advisor for General Roly and will try his
hand as a civilian, and Captain Jonny Silver
who, on return from being ADC to General George
will take over as Operations Officer. Captain Tom
Bolitho will swap second-in-command of The
Inkerman Company for civilian life later in the
year, with Captain Jonny Palmer-Tomkinson
swapping being The Second Captain for Assistant
Equerry to The Colonel, vice Robbie Thompson,
and Captain Duncan Thorne remaining Second-
in-command of Number Two Company. Back in
town, Captain Rufus Harding does likewise for
Nijmegen Company. Captain Fred Ide is the Anti-
Tanks Platoon Commander, Captain Alex Wilson
is fresh in as the new Recce Platoon Commander,
and Captain Chris Wood has remained as
a Company Second in Command with 3rd Bn
Parachute Regiment after a successful tour as
Guards Parachute Platoon Commander. Captain
Tom Holmes rounds things off as a senior Platoon
Commander at the Army Foundation College
Harrogate.

Platoon Commanders abound. Lieutenants
Jake Sayers and Laurence Odlum represent
the Regiment at the Infantry Training Centre in
Catterick, with Lieutenants Tris Reames, Mark
Osmond and Sam MacDonald-Smith strutting
their stuff as Platoon Commanders in Nijmegen
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Company. Lieutenant Robin Mackworth-
Young maintains standards in The Queen’s
Company, with Lieutenants Felix Tracey and
Alex Featherston-Godley in Number Two
Company, and Lieutenants Edward Bennett
and Tom Sinclair in the Inkerman Company. More
recently in, we have Ensigns Sean Marren and
Alec Heywood to The Queen’s Company, Ralph
Maddan to Number Two Coy (sporting a set of
shiny new Binoculars), and Harry Winstanley
and Will Martin to the Inkerman Company.

In our Late Entry fraternity, we are just as
versatile. Lieutenant Colonel Neil England
MBE presides as the SO1 Combat Training in Army
Headquarters. Lieutenant Colonel Gordon
Gask no doubt grips all in the British Embassy in
Riga as the J3/5/7 Branch Head. Major Stumpy
Keeley MBE guides future Late Entry Officers as
Chief Instructor at Sandhurst before promoting
into Staff Quartermaster at the School of Infantry.
Major Andy Butcher is Support Company
Commander for the Irish Guards, and Major Ian
Farrell will finish Company Command at the Army
Foundation College in Harrogate to be the first Late
Entry Executive Officer of the London Regiment.
Major Glenn Haughton OBE remains busy
as the Senior Enlisted Advisor to Chiefs of Staff
Committee, and Major Darren Westlake is off to
be the SO2 G4 Infra at Sandhurst following being
the Quartermaster at 1st Bn Scots Guards. Major
Jon Frith joins other Grenadiers at ICSC(L),
whilst Major Ty Bearder has several hats at
the Military Training and Mobilisation Centre,
including most notably that of Chief of Staff.

Captain Martin Howlin seems to be
everywhere as SO3 Recruiting (South), based in
Headquarters London District. Capt Howard
Lawn has just started as the Ft Gds Divisional
Careers Management Officer up in Glasgow.
Captain Dan Moore is no doubt doing a
formidable job as the Welfare Officer in the 1st Bn,
alongside the new Mechanical Transport Officer in
the shape of Captain Scott Roughley. Captain
Sam Brooks sets the tone well and the bar high
as Officer Commanding Household Division and
Parachute Regiment Centralised Courses. Captain
Mark Cox is the Regimental Careers Management
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Officer in the 1st Bn, and Capt John Byrne is
doing likewise in the Welsh Guards. I round things
off by mentioning that the 1st Battalion is joined by
Ft Gds Officers from outside the Regiment. Major
Cammie Proudfoot SG commands Headquarter
Company (having extended — and we are delighted),
and the Micks have a tight hold over our logistics
and infra in the forms of Major Kev Fletcher as
Quartermaster, and Captain Shaun Nelson as
Quartermaster (Technical).

A most satisfactory list indeed and, as you will
see, extremely numerous. Whilst there may be a
few who are deciding the time has come to move
on, they do so with our best wishes, confident as we
all are in the health of the Regiment.
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Major Will Harries

Major Will Har-
ries commis-
sioned in 2006, joining
the Queen’s Company
for Op HERRICK 6.
During this tour, he
commanded an Op-
erational Mentoring
and Liaison Team - at-
tached to a company of
Afghan National Army
deployed throughout
Helmand  Province.
After a stint commanding a platoon from the
Inkerman Company in the Falkland Islands,
he was posted to the Infantry Training Centre
(Catterick) from 2008-9. he returned to the 1st
Battalion and Afghanistan during Op HERRICK
11, acting as Battle Captain for Grenadier Guards
Nad-e-Ali Battlegroup and then an Influence
Officer. In 2010, he took command of the battalion’s
Fire Support Group (Heavy Weapons and Javelin
Anti-Tank), taking part in two Ex PRARIE STORM
in Canada.

Between 2011-14 he was attached to a variety of
units. He was a Defence Intelligence liaison officer
for the 2012 London Olympics, assisting establish
threat reporting mechanisms and engaging with
police and other government departments. From
2012-13, he was Operations Officer for the Queen’s
Dragoon Guards’ Brigade Reconnaissance Force
Squadron, based in Germany and deploying to
Kenya on Ex ASKARI STORM. Having thoroughly
enjoyed Germany, he then deployed to Afghanistan
as an SO3 with a UK Task Force for Op LANSBURY
in October 2013. As the task force worked with
Afghan national mission units, this role provided
an opportunity to travel throughout Afghanistan.

He took command of Support Company as
acting major from 2014-15. He was subsequently
posted to the Joint Counter-Terrorism Training
and Advisory Team (JCTTAT) based in Kent. At
JCTTAT, he managed a Capacity Building project
in Pakistan - delivering pre-deployment training
and subsequently deploying with a training team
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to Pakistan for four months (Op HALLEX).

Promoted to major in 2015 and after completing
staff college in 2016, he joined the British Peace
Support Team (Africa). Based out of Nairobi, he
supported regional forces in their preparations for
deployment to Somalia. He returned from Africa
in 2018 and took command of the UK Training
Team, based in the Kurdish region of Iraq during
Op SHADER 6. Since Op SHADER, he has taken
part in the Queen’s Birthday Parade and jungle
training in Belize. Will is married to Alice; they
have two-year old twin boys, Idris and Arthur; and
an Airedale Terrier - Johnny.

Captain Tom Hargreaves

Captain Tom Har-

greaves has been
the Operations and
Commitments Offi-
cer at 16 Air Assault
Brigade in Colchester
since September 2018.

He commissioned in
August 2013 and after
attending the Platoon
Commanders’ Battle
Course in Brecon he
took command of 2
Platoon, the Queen’s
Company. During this time the Battalion were in to
London District conducting State Ceremonial Public
Duties. He was the Ensign for the first ever State
Visit of the President of the Republic of Ireland, as
well as the State Opening of Parliament in 2014. In
December 2014 the Company deployed to Denmark
attached to the Danish 1st Guard Hussars Brigade
on Ex WHITE KNIGHT in Jutland. In March 2015
the Queen’s Company went to Cyprus with No 2
Company on Ex LION SUN, conducting live firing
and Company level training.

In April 2015 he moved to the Infantry Training
Centre in Catterick as Officer Commanding 18
Platoon where he passed out two Platoons of Trainee
Guardsmen. While based in Catterick he passed
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All-Arms Pre-Parachute Selection (P Company),
earning his Maroon Beret and becoming eligible to
serve with Airborne forces.

He returned to the Queen’s Company as the
Second Captain in September 2016 in time for
the Battalion to form the Spearhead Light Role
Battlegroup in 20 Armoured Brigade’s Very High
Readiness Joint Task Force for NATO. During this
period The Company deployed to Latvia on Ex
SILVER ARROW. From November 2017 to March
2018 he stepped up as acting or ‘Shadow’ Captain
of The Queen’s Company, and oversaw their
individual mission-specific training for Op TORAL
in Afghanistan.

In March 2018 he was posted to Istanbul in
support of Op SHADER for six months, before taking
up his role at 16 Air Assault Brigade in September.
Since joining the Brigade he has deployed as the
Battlecaptain for the Airborne Combined Joint
Expeditionary Force on Ex FALCONS AMARANTE
with 1leme Brigade Parachutiste in Toulouse,
proving interoperability with our sister French
Airborne Brigade. In June 2019 he deployed to
Croatia on Ex SWIFT RESPONSE with the US 82nd
Airborne Division as part of a US 3rd Corps Joint
Theatre Entry in the Balkans and Eastern Europe.
In November he parachuted into Estonia with B
Company, 3rd Battalion the Parachute Regiment
as part of Op TRACTABLE to reinforce the UK
Enhanced Forward Presence in the Baltic. The
highlight of the year was jumping onto Sannerville
Drop Zone in Normandy for the 75th Anniversary
of D-Day on 6th June. The Brigade then took part
in the commemorations across Normandy, meeting
Veterans from the invasion. Capt Hargreaves’ Arabic
skills have seen him take on 16 Air Assault Brigade’s
Defence Engagement tasks; running Exercises and
Short-Term Training Teams in Jordan, Lebanon,
and Bahrain.

Tom married Susanna in 2018, and they have
moved to Colchester in anticipation of their
first child in January 2020. They are both keen
motorcyclists, skiers, and travellers and are
trying to get as much of all three in before the
due date.

PEOPLE

Warrant Officer Class Two
RQMS(T) Dean Bailey

Warrant Offi-
cer Class Two
RQMS(T) Dean
Bailey has been the
Technical  Quarter-
master Sergeant since
November 2019. Tak-
ing up the post after a
busy period in London
District as the Com-
pany Sergeant Major
of Nijmegen Company
during which time he
delivered Number 3
Guard on the Queen’s Birthday Parade, a Guard
of Honour for the President of the United States,
oversaw a Guard of honour in Bruges and also had
the privilege of presenting a Grenadier war Veteran
of the 6th Guards Tank Brigade the Valeur de Hon-
our.

During his time with the Battalion, he has
deployed on Operations to Northern Ireland,
Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan as well as deploying
on numerous exercises across the world. He was
promoted to Lance Corporal in 2003 and Lance
Sergeant 2005, during which time he completed a
tour of Al-Amarah in Iraq. As a Platoon Sergeant
in No 2 Company he went on to take his platoon to
Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 11.

He has also been an instructor at Household
Division Parachute Regiment Centralised Courses
(HDPRCC) teaching the future Non-Commissioned
officers across the Foot Guards and Parachute
Regiment. As a Colour Sergeant he was posted
to The All Arms Drill Wing (AADW) in Catterick
where he instructed the Non-Commissioned
officers from various training establishments. On
returning from Catterick he took over as the Pay
Sergeant of the Queen’s Company, ensuring the
Company was always expertly administrated in
camp and on numerous overseas exercises.

After his time as Pay Sergeant, he was posted to
the MODs Search School as a Company Sergeant
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Major where he passed on his hard-earned skills in
search and ground sign awareness to British and
NATO troops across Europe.

He has recently been mentioned in the Queen’s
honours list for receiving a commendation from the
Chief of the General Staff for services to the Army.

Living in Mansfield Nottinghamshire with
his wife Donna and son Jared, Dean is a keen
motorsport fan and he currently is assisting in
running and organising the Regiment’s Enduro
motorcycle team.

Warrant Officer Class Two
Gregory Mann

'Warrant Offi-
cer Class Two
Gregory Mann has
been the Company
Sergeant Major of
The Inkerman Com-
pany since April 2019,
taking up the post af-
ter successful promo-
tion at the Infantry
Battle School, Brecon.
In the short time he
has been in role, he
has already conducted
a Queens Birthday Parade and an expeditionary de-
ployment to Belize with the Company. He has been
a Grenadier for eighteen years, and has served with
The Inkerman Company, Nijmegen Company, Sup-
port Company and No 2 Company.

During his time with the Battalion, he has
deployed on Op OCULUS in Bosnia 2004/05, where
he learnt his trade as a Guardsman and Infanteer.
He was later promoted to Lance Corporal in
2005 after successfully passing the Junior Non-
Commissioned Officers Course at The Household
Division and Parachute Regiment Combined
Courses. As a young Lance Corporal, he quickly
learned the value of low level leadership within
his section on Op TELIC 8 in Iraq 2006 and Op
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HERRICK 6 in Afghanistan 2007. After Passing the
Section Commanders Battle Course he promoted to
Lance Sergeant and completed a further tour of
Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 11 in 2009-2010.

He enjoyed passing on his experience through the
training environment, fulfilling roles as a Section
Commander instructor at the Infantry Training
Centre Catterick and Colour Sergeant instructor
on Senior Division at the Infantry Battle School.
He has also passed on his knowledge to a wider
global audience deploying on short term training
teams in Albania, Estonia, Jordan and Kenya.

His soldiering experience is mirrored on the
Parade square and has taken part in numerous
state ceremonial and public duties, including
both the US and China State visits, Her Majesty
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and five Queen’s
Birthday Parades. The most memorable of these
being 2014 where he was chosen to carry the Colour
on to Horse Guards Parade.

Residing in South Wales with his wife Rachel
and son Lewin, Gregory finds himself enjoying the
Welsh coast and country side in his free time. A
keen sportsman and fund raiser he’s taken part in
a number of charity events such as the Great North
Run and Wellington to Waterloo charity bike ride,
raising money for the Colonel’s Fund.
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Remembering WO1 (RSM)
Darren Chant

by Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Brown RLC

he Sovereign’s platoon from Commissioning

Course 023 were lucky enough to have Darren
Chant as their Colour Sergeant. Nearly 17 years
since we commissioned, we remain in regular
contact but had not held a formal reunion since
2013. It was time to catch up properly and share
our memories - which so often feature Darren,
who had an incredibly positive impact on us all.

Conscious that we were approaching the tenth

anniversary of his tragic passing in Helmand, we
set the date for the 2019 reunion for the weekend
of 3 November and it felt fitting hold it at RMAS
- for many, a first return since we walked up the
steps in August 2003. We wanted to establish a
memorial at RMAS for Darren who, after leading
us through the Commissioning Course in 2003,
returned in 2005 as a company Sergeant Major.
By happy coincidence, autumn 2019 saw the
opening of a memorial wall at RMAS and therefore

opportunity met with aspiration and the very first
memorial plaque on the new memorial wall is for
Darren.

We were thrilled to welcome Sheenie and
George Chant, along with Matthew Ellmer the
Regimental Casualty Officer, to the unveiling, and
very grateful to RHQ Grenadier Guards for their
kind contribution to the cost of the memorial. We
all knew that Darren would take much pride in
knowing that, as the first name on the memorial
wall, all future plaques would be taking their
dressing from him.

The Sovereign’s Platoon and Directing Staff from commissioning Course 023, along with George Chant, gather to
dedicate a memorial stone for WO1 (RSM) Darren Chant Grenadier Guards. From Left to Right: Chris Palmer, Pete Lane,
George Chant, John Hodge, Simon Foster, Gary Allen, Adrian Thorpe, Stuart Hunt, Tom Bennett, Mark Carnaghan,
Stephen Johnson, Joe Brown, Peter Howgego.
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AYear with The Grenadiers
as a Gap Year Officer

by Second Lieutenant Daniel Hoole

|} {I ost people when you say you have had a gap
year, think of the trips to South East Asia, the

bars and the parties. So it comes as a shock to my
fellow students at Newcastle University when I tell
them that I spent mine serving with the Grenadier
Guards as an Ensign in The Queen’s Company.

When the recruiting officer informed me that I
would be joining The Grenadiers, I never imagined
that I would do so much in such a short space of
time, from going skiing to testing myself in the
jungles of Belize, mixed with some Public Duties as
well but most importantly having the opportunity
to lead men.

One of my main highlights was the battalion
ski trip. As a novice on the skis, you can imagine
the sight of me falling over continuously down the
mountain. Thankfully, I took to the sport better
than I hoped and was able to ski without seriously
harming myself or anyone else on the mountain.
This ski trip was more than just learning how to
ski for it was my first real opportunity to speak to
the Guardsmen and form a bond with the junior
officers in a relaxed informal setting.
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Having only completed the reserve commissioning
course, the opportunity to live fire in a realistic
environment with Nijmegen Company on Dartmoor
could not have been better. Running through a river,
throwing a live grenade and then onto a bayonet
range - there is nothing quite like the deep end to
make you learn.

Later in the year, the Battalion left for jungle
warfare training in Belize. Having had little
experience on exercise, this was an amazing
opportunity to test myself in the harshest of
conditions, the jungle being notorious for its
extreme heat and unrelenting downpours. Coming
to the jungle to advance the basic platoon skills I
had already be taught and learning new ones made
me realise that being in the infantry is where I
wanted to end up post university.

Joining a regiment whose history goes all the way
back to its creation in 1656 by King Charles II in
Bruges, it was only natural that I would want to
take part in one of the ceremonial roles the regiment
undertakes. As I marched onto the forecourt of
Buckingham Palace carrying the colour to the
sound of band playing The British Grenadiers,
I was incredibly proud of such an honour as my
family stood in the forecourt looking on.

This past year has taught me a lot about who I
am as a person and what it means to be a leader
of men. The army has shown me that the world
isn’t all about passing exams for happiness comes
from making a difference to someone’s life.. Seeing
it happen day to day in the army and being in the
position where you can make that difference is the
most rewarding thing anyone can achieve.

Serving with the Grenadiers was more than
mounting Queen’s Guard and going on adventurous
and jungle warfare training. It was being made to
feel a member of a family and that is the lasting
impression I will always cherish.
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The ‘Key Terrain’ of Social
Media for the Regiment

by Major Charlie Williams

espite the time spent in the public eye outside

Buckingham Palace or on Horse Guards
Parade, showing off does not come naturally to a
Guardsman. However, in the digital age that we
now live and operate in, the self-promotion that
comes with social media is something that we as a
regiment are having to engage with more and more.
I took over the reins of our small social media team,
which had already done some tremendous work, as
we deployed to Iraq in 2018. Efforts of expanding
the Grenadier online presence had been brought
into sharp focus by the opportunity of our three
separate operational deployments to Iraq, South
Sudan and Afghanistan.

There are some key lessons I have taken from
running with the Grenadier Social Media and
watching as LSgt Galvin has expanded our online
influence from London in 2019. I caveat this article
by saying that I have no formal media training and
there are many who are far more ‘tech savvy’ than
I. The online channels we nurture now will become
more and more crucial as a tool to aid retention for
the current generation of Guardsmen and those
that are yet to join as well as fostering regimental
pride. These virtual opportunities should and
are being given a great deal of attention by all
commanders, combined with the superb work that
the media team in Horse Guards does.

What I quickly learnt from our followers and
comments on uploads is that the main purpose and
output of social media is not recruitment, although
this is often a happy side effect, but internal
communication. This is particularly pertinent not
only for our regimental family but also across the
Army. In the palm of my hand, I was able to observe
from just outside Baghdad the Queen’s Company
in Kabul, No 2 Company in Kurdistan, Nijmegen
Company providing a Guard of Honour in London,
the Inkerman Company on the White Nile in South
Sudan and members of the Guards Parachute
Platoon jumping out of what appeared to be
perfectly serviceable aircraft! Our online platforms
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have become the easiest and most effective way
of letting the wider Grenadier family know what
we are up to whilst deployed and at home. Social
media provides a fantastic link to the families and
gatekeepers of our soldiers.

In recent years there has been a great deal of
work by Army social media in Andover, but there
needs to be a greater thought as to what these
platforms provide and what effects we want to
achieve. Having had to learn, often with the help
of a junior Guardsman, how to use a variety of
platforms, it is clear that there needs to be wider
understanding within the Armed Forces. Whether
it be the Birthday Parade, Belize or the Falklands
in 2019, we have informed the regimental family
through Facebook, educated and attracted the
young through Instagram and Tik Tok and
provided external comms using Twitter. Analysis
of this should be undertaken to tailor efforts for
desired outcomes as we go forward. Requiring
an operational approach to social media, looking
at who is following and looking at our posts, and
why, rather than just simply judging success by the
number of followers each regiment has.

In early 2018 LSgt Galvin and I visited the
Army and PJHQ media cells. These visits proved
invaluable for it meant that we were able to build
the trust of these departments and get our images
and videos cleared quickly e.g. the ability to release
simultaneously photographs of parades in Kabul,
Kurdistan, Iraq and South Sudan, with a little help
from international time zones, by lunchtime on
Remembrance Sunday in the UK. The freedoms we
gained gave the Army and the Household Division
(‘Army in London’) social media teams the ability
to gain access to our products in a timely manner.
The relationships we built with those in Andover
and Northwood gave us access to further openings,
such as taking control of the Army’s SnapChat for
48 hours. This gave us the opportunity to assist the
team’s focus on recruitment into the Army.

We must allow Hourse Guards and ‘The Army
in London’ to continue its fantastic recruiting
work through social media. This will enable the
Association and other stakeholders to be kept
informed as to what the Grenadiers are doing
through our own social media. Household Division
and Army media should continue to give the clear
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direction and long-term goals, including closer ties
to the Brigades outside of London that Guards
battalions are subordinate to in order to spread and
share resources.

I firmly believe that our regimental social media
team must continue to be manned by soldiers
because they know what former, serving and
potential Guardsmen want to see
and read about on their phones.
Whilst this could cause issues
with promotion and reporting if
not managed carefully, I consider
it key to the continued progress of
our social media channels. There
is also an important secondary
safety and security role for the
team to educate all of us on the
pitfalls and issues that social
media can cause.

Despite the share prices of some of the larger
social media outlets dropping over the past year
or so, there will be replacement platforms and it
would foolish not to have the personnel and tools
in place to exploit these. It is critically important
that we continue to build on the hard work and
achievements of LSgt Galvin. As we become
more digitally integrated, it will be important to
remember that social media will be the key way to
communicate with many of our stakeholders.

Finally, I would urge all readers, who are not
already doing so , to follow the Regiment on:

Facebook - @thegrenadierguards

Twitter - @GrenadierGds

Instagram - @grenadier.guards

Tiktok - @theguards
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Social media -
a Cautionary Note

by Lance Sergeant Shane Galvin,
Household Division & Grenadier Guards
Social Media Manager

A. s we move forward into a digital future we
ave to be vigilant to privacy concerns and the
dangers of Social Media. In an age where anything

we say and do can be put online for anyone to see, we
open ourselves up to investigative journalism. The
British Army and its employees should always try
to remain neutral to contentious issues. If personal
social media is not secured, remarks about
matters such as Brexit, Elections,
and political movements jeopardise
the very foundation of military’s
neutrality. This exploitation of
information can be solved by a few
clicks to maintain privacy.

These issues are illustrated in a new
Armed Forces directive called ‘The
Digital Playbook’, a publication on

the use of personal social media by
military personnel. This in-depth
pamphlet gives soldiers guidelines
on the use of personal social media
and ways to ensure their information
stays private. It is strongly
recommended read for anyone thinking of using
social media. The key lessons from the playbook
that are applicable to all are:

* Nothing posted online or uploaded should be
considered private.

* Only post and share something you would happily
show someone in person.

* Show respect and pride in you colleagues.

However, even a secure fully private social media
page is still open to espionage for the honey pot
tactics of the Cold War era have not gone away and
it is easy to be hoodwinked by an attractive person
offering to ‘befriend’ you. Care must be given to
ensure you know the people who you meet online
and ensure that they are genuine, when trying to
befriend or join groups.

Likewise, the companies behind these social
networks have their own interests. All the
information you provide is harvested for online
statistics and then stored and sold to the highest
bidder. The scale of these operations was revealed
by the Cambridge Analytica scandal that occurred
in 2018 where millions of user profiles was used
without consent. So your online profile is not as
free as it may appear, the cost of it being access to
your personal information.
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The Life and Times of Thomas,
Lord Wentworth 1612-1665

By LSgt Paul Thomas
Headquarter Company, 1st Battalion
Grenadier Guards

‘Ay, spare us not. Say we read lectures to you.
How youngly he began to serve his country,
how long continued, and what stock he
springs from’

Shakespeare, Coriolanus. Act II, Scene 3!

uring the first half of the Eighteenth Century,
the exiled Jacobite Court located initially
in Paris, and later on in Rome, was able to draw
strength from the memory of an earlier Royal
Court in exile, namely that of the exiled King
Charles II which lasted from his escape following
the disastrous Battle of Worcester in 1651 to his
restoration following the eventual collapse of the
Commonwealth in 1660. However, in spite of later
Jacobite romanticization, this Court was relatively
small in number and politically far from secure.
In 1652 the Royal Household of Charles II only
contained 76% people , many of who had varying
motives for being there and were often in conflict
with each other, which in turn led to a climate
of distrust and the pursuit of different personal
agendas, which were often not in the interests of
the exiled King?®. This, combined with the seeming
political and military successes of the Cromwellian
Commonwealth, arguably meant that the future
was far from certain.
However, there were two sources of security on
which Charles could rely. Namely financial security,

in the form of an annual pension of 192,000
livres from his cousin King Louis XIV of France?,
and physical security in the form of a Corps of
Gentlemen at Arms. In 1656 in the Flemish City of
Bruges, some five years after Charles had arrived
on the Continent, a new regiment was raised
in order to fight for, as well as protect the exiled
Monarch. This new force was initially known as the
Royal Regiment of Guards, and was comprised of
existing courtiers and loyal volunteers. Amongst
those courtiers was a 44 year old soldier and former
politician who would become its first Colonel and
in turn, give his name to the new Regiment. His
name was Thomas Wentworth, the Fifth Baron
Wentworth.

Thomas Wentworth was born possibly sometime
in January 1612. We cannot be certain of his exact
date of birth, however, we do know that he was
baptised on the 2nd of February 16125. He was
born into a family that held a venerable pedigree of
service to the Crown. His great, great grandfather,
Thomas, the First Lord Wentworth (1501-1551)
was a soldier and courtier. He was a first cousin
of Henry VIII’s third wife Jane Seymour and was
also a grandson of Sir James Tyrell, who is still
considered to be one of the prime suspects involved
in the disappearance and murder of the Princes in
the Tower. Thomas saw action in France in 1523
and in 1529 King Henry VIII created him Baron
Wentworth. As both a courtier and a lay jurist,
he was present at the trials of both Anne Boleyn
and her brother Lord Rochford. Lord Wentworth
went on to serve King Edward VI and was created
Lord Chamberlain in 1550. His great grandfather,
the Second Lord Wentworth (1525-1584, and who
was also called Thomas) was a trusted counsellor
and confidant of Queen Mary I, who subsequently
appointed him to be Governor of Calais, which he
surrendered to the French in 1558, and was in turn

William Shakespeare, Coriolanus. Act II, Scene 3
P5 Edward Corp. A Court in Exile.

P4 Edward Corp, A Court in Exile.

O B W N

P 103 Nicole Greenspan. Charles II, Exile and the problem of allegiance.

This is quite a common occurrence. Before the proper cataloging of Births Marriages and Deaths, the earliest reference regarding a person is the

recording of their Baptism. Notable examples of this include William Shakespeare and Guy Fawkes.
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Battle of the Dunes.

incarcerated in the Tower of London on his return
to England on grounds of treason. His grandfather
Henry, the Third Lord Wentworth (1558-1593) was
one of the Peers who presided over the trial of Mary
Queen of Scots in 1586. His father, the Fourth Lord
Wentworth (1591-1667) was already ‘on the make’
by the time his son was born. He was a confidant
of the Duke of Buckingham, and a courtier to King
James I, and subsequently King Charles I, who in
turn created him the Earl of Cleveland in 1626°.
His early years were spent at his father’s estate
in Toddingdon in Bedfordshire, which his father
had inherited sometime in 1614. Little is known of
these formative years, however, we can speculate
that he was privately tutored at home, mostly
in grammar and Latin. Following his father’s
elevation to the Earldom of Cleveland, Thomas
became known by his father’s former title, as the
Barony of Wentworth had now become the courtesy
title of the Earldom. In1628, at the age of 16, he
went up to Oxford to study for a degree at Trinity
College’, where Philosophy, Rhetoric and the
Liberal Arts were very much on the curriculum.
On the completion of his studies, Thomas followed
in his family’s footsteps and embarked on a career

as a courtier. In the autumn of 1631 he travelled
to The Hague in order to take up a position at the
court of the recently widowed Elizabeth, Queen of
Bohemia®, who was the elder sister of King Charles
I (and also the mother of Prince Rupert of the
Rhine, and the grandmother of King George I).
However, during his sojourn in The Hague, events
back home across the North Sea were unfolding
which were to change the very nature of Britain.
The widely unpopular absolutist policies of Charles
I, such as attempting to raise taxation without the
consent of Parliament® and his belief in the Divine
Right of Kings, had served to alienate many sectors
of society, especially English Puritans and Scottish
Calvinists. Things came to a head in 1637 when the
King’s policy of establishing religious uniformity
across his three Kingdoms backfired spectacularly.
An attempt to impose a version of the Anglican
Book of Common Prayer on the largely Calvinist
Church of Scotland led to riots in Edinburgh and
the establishment of a ‘National Covenant’ which
pledged to uphold the Reformation in Scotland.
The following year the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland officially rejected Charles’ new
prayer book and abolished the positions of Bishops

6 It should also be noted that Lord Wentworth was not directly related to Thomas Wentworth, The Earl of Strafford, who was Charles I’s Lord Deputy
in Ireland, and who was subsequently impeached by Parliament and executed for treason in May 1641.
7 Wentworth, Thomas (1612-1665). Dictionary of National Biography 1885-1900, volume 60.

8  Ibid.

9 In fact, King Charles I had Parliament suspended for eleven years from 1629 to 1640. During this time he effectively ruled by ‘divine right’,

resulting in this period becoming known as the ‘Eleven Years Tyranny’.
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and replaced them with the Presbyterian method
of church governance by elders and deacons. King
Charles viewed these developments in Scotland as a
personal slight against him, and more importantly,
as a rebellion against his Royal authority, which
had to be crushed at all costs. Charles began to
raise an army to march on Scotland. What became
know as the Bishops’ Wars, the precursor to the
Civil War, had begun.

One of King Charles’ commanders on his way to
Scotland was Thomas’ father, the Earl of Cleveland.
Thomas left to join his father in the autumn of
1639, and by the beginning of 1640 he was with his
him just outside of the border town of Berwick upon
Tweed!. The Bishops’ Wars were an unmitigated
humiliation for Charles. The Royalist Army was
poorly organised and achieved little other than
depleting the national coffers. Charles now had
only one recourse to raising funds, namely to recall
Parliament. This provided Thomas Wentworth
with another opportunity to serve the country,
namely entering public life. In the first General
Election since 1628, Thomas stood for election
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as one of the two Members of Parliament for the
County of Bedfordshire and was duly returned.
Some notable figures that were returned to the
House of Commons in 1640 included John Pym,
John Hampden, and a then little known barrister
and farmer who was returned to represent the
City of Cambridge called Oliver Cromwell. This
sitting of Parliament would be known to history
as ‘The Short Parliament’ as it only sat for a mere
three weeks. Instead of voting to ratify new levels
of taxation, as Charles had hoped, the House of
Commons decided to table motions that criticized
the King and sought to bring legal redress to the
King’s autocratic rule. Having failed to get his way
with Westminster, Charles shut down Parliament.
The King’s problems were compounded by the
humiliating conditions laid down by the Scots as
a condition for peace at the Treaty of Ripon that
followed his attempted invasion. These conditions
included the annexation of both Northumberland
and Country Durham, and a daily sum of £850 a
day to pay for the upkeep of the Scottish forces
of occupation.’? In order to meet these demands,
Charles had little alternative other than to
reconvene Parliament. New elections were held,
and Thomas Wentworth found himself once again
re-elected to the House of Commons.

However, Thomas Wentworth’s membership
of the House of Commons was to be short lived.
On the 25th November he was summoned to the
House of Lords by means of a writ of acceleration®®.
Meanwhile the country was moving ever closer to
Civil War. Following the outbreak of hostilities in
1642 Thomas Wentworth rallied to the Royalist
cause. He initially served alongside his father
who went on to become a prominent Royalist
commander, but it is unknown if he saw action
during the opening stages of the War. Wentworth
went on to command a force of Cavalry under the
command of Lord Wilmot, who dismissed him,
and then later served under the command of the

10 Wentworth, Thomas (1612-1665). Dictionary of National Biography 1885-1900, volume 60.
11 The MP who was returned alongside Lord Wentworth was Sir Roger Burgoyne, a future Parliamentarian sympathizer. Until 1885 the County of

Bedfordshire returned two members of Parliament to Westminster.
12 This would equate to just under £100, 000 per day in modern money.

13 This occurred when thee eldest son of a Hereditary Peer is enabled to become a Member of The House of Lords by using one of his fathers courtesy

titles. It was last used in 1992 by the former Prime Minister, Sir John Major, to enable Viscount Cranbourne, the Eldest Son of the Marquis of

Salisbury, to sit in the Upper House.

70



Royalist Commander Lord Goring. In June 1644
he saw action at the Battle of Tipton Green',
which was a Royalist victory, and also at the Battle
of Cropredy Bridge®, which was technically a
stalemate. On the 27th October He took part in the
bloody but indecisive Second Battle of Newbury®®.
The following year Wentworth was present at the
Battle of Langport, which was a decisive victory
for the Parliamentarians and resulted in the
destruction of the last effective Royalist field army.

Following this defeat, Lord Goring resigned his
command and went into exile in France, and later in
Spain. As a result of his resignation, the command
subsequently passed to Lord Wentworth'’. He began
the campaign against the Parliamentarians in
earnest in the New Year. On the 9th January 1646,
he commanded the Royalist forces at the Battle of
Bovey, which was a Royalist defeat, and resulted in
him being replaced by Lord Hopton. On the 16th
February, Wentworth, now relegated to the post
of Commander of the Cavalry, was present at the
Battle of Torrington, which was a decisive victory
for the Parliamentarians and marked the end of
the West Country as a base of Royalist support.
It soon became evident that the Royalist position
was hopeless, and by the end of May King Charles I
had surrendered and was in custody. It was agreed

Thomas Lord Wentworth.
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upon that Charles, Prince of Wales, needed to be
evacuated out of the country on the grounds of
his own safety. Lord Wentworth, alongside Lord
Hopton, accompanied the Prince from Falmouth
and sailed firstly to the Isles of Scilly and then
on to Jersey and finally on to France where they
escorted the Prince all the way to Paris where he
was reunited with his mother.

Wentworth would remain in exile with the
Prince for the next four years. During this period
witnessed a period of monumental changed. Due
to his attempts in December 1647 to negotiate a
treaty with the Scots in order to invade England,
combined with a few minor uprisings throughout
England in 1648, King Charles I was put on trial
for treason, and was subsequently executed in
January 1649. Parliament announced that the
office of King was henceforth abolished and the
country was now a Republic. In spite of this there
was still a sizable element of Royalist sympathy
throughout the three Kingdoms. When news
reached Edinburgh of the King’s execution, the
Scottish Parliament proclaimed Charles, Prince of
Wales, as King Charles I1'® on the 23rd June 1650,
with Lord Wentworth (and interesting enough,
Wentworth’s father the Earl of Cleveland, who had
joined the exiled Royal Court) in attendance, King
Charles II landed in the North East of Scotland. On
arrival the King signed both the National Covenant
and the Solemn League and Covenant, which
committed him to upholding the Presbyterian
Faith, Meanwhile much further to the South, a
Scottish army had assembled, alarming close to the
English border. To counter this Cromwell moved
north to invade Scotland and on the 3rd September
he decisively defeated the Scots Army at the Battle
of Dunbar. Although Cromwell was able to occupy
much of Southern Scotland, however he was unable
to prevent Charles being crowned at Scone Palace
on the 1st January 1651. He was equally unable to
prevent Charles from marching south into England
where the King hoped to rally support for his cause
in the West Midlands, where the population was

14 Wentworth, Thomas (1612-1665). Dictionary of National Biography 1885-1900, volume 60.

15 TIhid.
16  Ihid.
17 Ibid.

18 Similar proclamations were made in Ireland and also in the Channel Islands.
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still deemed to be sympathetic to his cause.

Charles, with Thomas Wentworth in attendance,
landed on the coast of Normandy in the October
of 1651, and made their way back to Paris. From
this date on, until the Restoration, and indeed, for
the rest of his life, Thomas Wentworth would be a
trusted member of the exiled King’s inner circle.
Charles appointed him as a member of the Privy
Council, and also appointed him as his Master of
Ceremonies. In 1653 Charles appointed Wentworth
to lead a diplomatic mission, on behalf of the exiled
Monarch, to initially the German City of Cologne
(where Charles was to reside until 1656), and
then onwards to the Royal Court of Denmark.
However, while Wentworth was fulfilling his duties
as a diplomat, events both back in England and on
the Continent were unfolding which were to have
a direct impact on both the exiled King and his
loyal servant. In 1654 The Commonwealth, now
feeling politically secure, made treaties with both
The Dutch Republic and the Kingdom of France,
offering peace in return for political recognition.
In 1655, a further treaty was signed which served
to consolidated relations between France and the
Commonwealth. This only served to draw the exiled
Charles towards the one last European nation that
was sympathetic towards his plight, the Kingdom
of Spain.

1656 was a momentous year for both the exiled
Charles and Thomas Wentworth. The exiled Court
had found refuge in City of Bruges in the Spanish
Netherlands!®. On the 2nd April, representatives
of both Charles, and also of King Philip IV of
Spain, signed what became known as The Treaty
of Brussels. This treaty promised Spanish naval
and military support for any potential restoration
of the Exiled King, in return for Charles to provide
an army to fight with Spain in their ongoing war
against the French. The Spanish also agreed to
provide necessary financial support that would be
needed to raise such a force. However, the Spanish
failed to provide the full amount, and subsequently
there was only enough money to equip five
regiments of Infantry. One of these Regiments
was comprised of the King’s most loyal supporters,
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and included volunteers from the Honourable
Artillery Company of the City of London. It was
approximately 400 strong and was known as called
The Royal Regiment of Guards, and would be under
the command of Lord Wentworth. Two years later
the Regiment would see action for the first time on
the 14th June at the Battle of the Dunes, fighting
alongside the Spanish against a joint French and
British Commonwealth army. The Spanish were
defeated, however, Wentworth’s Regiment held
their ground, and eventually were able to retreat
in good order.

1658 also saw another development in the life
of Thomas Wentworth. It was the year in which
he married Philadelphia Carey. She was the
granddaughter of the eminent Elizabethan soldier
and politician Sir Edmund Carey (1558-1637), who
was the great nephew of Anne Boleyn and therefore
a cousin of Queen Elizabeth I. In August 1660
Philadelphiagavebirth totheironly child,adaughter
called Henrietta Maria, named after the Dowager
Queen. 1660 was also the year of the Restoration.
A grateful King reward Wentworth by appointing
him his ‘Gentleman of the Chamber’, one the
most important positions within the Court. Also in
August 1660 the King confirmed the establishment
of the Royal Regiment of Guards, with Wentworth
as its Colonel. Wentworth remained at Court until
his death on the 28th February 1665. After his
death Wentworth’s Regiment was amalgamated
with Colonel John Russell’s Regiment of Guards
to become the First Regiment of Foot Guards. His
Father the Earl died two years later. The young
Henrietta, who was her grandfather’s heiress, was
able to inherit the Wentworth Barony (but not the
Earldom of Cleveland) in her own right. She became
the mistress of Charles II’s illegitimate son the
Duke of Monmouth, and followed him into exile in
the Netherlands when Monmouth was implicated
in the Rye House Plot in 1683. She also help to
finance Monthmouth’s attempted rebellion in
1685 by selling off most of her jewellery. Henrietta
returned to England after Monmouth’s execution
and died on the 23rd of April 1686, aged just 25.

19 The Spanish Netherlands were the Hapsburg Territories that covered most of modern day Belgium, and also parts of France, The Netherlands

and Germany.
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Our First Colonel — Henry
Lord Wilmot, The Earl of
Rochester

By Major Paul Cordle
formerly Grenadier Guards

here are today many retired and serving

Grenadiers who, in 36 years time, will have
the privilege of celebrating the Regiments 400th
anniversary. Whoever is appointed to run the
celebrations will be well served by referring to the
records of the 300th Anniversary organised by the
then Regiment Adjutant, Major David Fraser, later
General Sir David Fraser, and to the catalogue of
a substantial exhibition which displayed many
artefacts belonging to the Regiment, Grenadier
families and to HM The Queen. Those who
remember the anniversary speak highly of it.

Yet, unapologetically, the author of this piece,
having himself been Regimental Adjutant in the
mid-70s, asks if the Regiment knew exactly ‘what
and who’ they were celebrating; evidence shows
that historians and former Grenadiers interpreted
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historical sources differently. To say that Sir
Frederick Hamilton’s acclaimed Regimental
History is wrong would be going too far but it is
known to contain errors and omissions in its account
of the Regiment’s early years. Since publication in
1874, it has given rise to confusion as to who was
the First Colonel of the Regiment; a recent example
of this is found in two publications both titled ‘The
Grenadier Guards’ and both written by Grenadier
Generals during the 1970s.; in 1974 Major General
Rex Whitworth credited Lord Wilmot with the
honour while General Sir David Fraser in 1978 gave
the credit, as did Hamilton, to Lord Wentworth.
Who was right?

The issueis if we claim the Regiment was raised in
1656, we have to rewrite our history and recognize
Henry, Lord Wilmot, created the Earl of Rochester
in 1652, as our first Colonel. This article examines
this claim. Those who believe Lord Wentworth to
have been the first Colonel are, in effect, denying
that the regiment was raised in 1656 and should
accept that it was not formally established until
1657 or more likely 1658. The latter is the year in
which Lord Wentworth is thought to have taken
command and also the year in which the King’s

= -'I.'d.'-

Dr William Juxom, Bishop of London, holds King Charles I’'s badge of the Order of Garter as the King is executed on

30th January 1649.
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Parliament in 1649,

during his escape after the
Battle of Worcester. Later
created Earl of Rochester
and appointed the first
Colonel of the Regiment.

King Charles II, aged
21 and in exile on
the Continent, was
determined to regain
his rightful throne.
Against advice he sailed to Scotland, was crowned
King of Scotland on 1st January 1651 and , again
against advice, decided to march into England at the
head of a Scottish Army; this ended with his defeat
at the Battle of Worcester and his dramatic escape.
Fleeing North from the city , he was accompanied by
a mounted party of about 60 several of whom were
later to become officers in the Regiment — notable
amongst them Lord Wilmot, Lord Wentworth and
Colonel Thomas Blague.

It was in the early hours of 4th September,
the morning after the battle and 30 miles north
of Worcester in the Forest of Brewood, that the
exhausted King dismissed all but two of his 60
mounted companions and chose Lord Wilmot, with
his servant Swan, to stay with him. As the King
changed his fine clothing for that of a humble
woodsman he gave Colonel Thomas Blague his
Lesser George (badge of the Order of the Garter)
and distributed his gold amongst others before
sending them off to fend for themselves. Colonel
Blague, after many adventures, returned the
‘George’ to the King in exile; he was commissioned
into the Regiment and held temporary command of
it as we shall see.

Wilmot was to be the King’s only constant
companion and guide, one could say ‘his fixer’,
either accompanying him or travelling ahead
networking with loyal Royalists and planning the
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next stage of their hair-raising escape across eight
counties to the South Coast, across the English
Channel to France and freedom. Throughout those
tortuous weeks the King was at his best and proved
himself to be resilient under continuous pressure,
physically strong and mentally tough. That he was
amenable to plans made by others and lucky is
well known, that he was personally cool and clear
thinking, courageous, courteous to those helping
him and aware of the risks others were taking on
his behalf is less well known. Today we can be as
proud of him as our first Colonel-in-Chief* as we
can also be of Lord Wilmot who shared all the
King’s dangers; for both of them it was a matter
of escape or die. A reward of £1000, a huge sum
at the time, had been put on the King’s head and
his execution would have been inevitable if caught;
imprisonment and execution waited for anyone
found helping him. By staying with King, Wilmot
was committing an act of suicidal loyalty; sadly he

Colonel Thomas Blague. After the Battle of Worcester
King Charles Il gave Blague his badge of the Order of
the Garter for save keeping. Blague escaped to France
and returned the badge to the King in exile. On Wilmot’s
iliness in October 1657 he took temporary operational
command of the Regiment before Lord Wentworth took
over as second Colonel of the Regiment.
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King Charles Il in his coronation robes. At the Restoration
the King returned to London on his birthday, 29th May
1660 and was crowned a year later on 29th May 1661.
He founded the Royal Hospital Chelsea where 29th May
is celebrated as Founder’s Day; the date used to be
observed throughout the country as ‘Oak Apple Day’.

died in 1658, before the Restoration, and thus was
unable to speak of this time and defend his service
as Colonel.

Space does not allow for family details, suffice to
say that Wilmot, aged 39 and 18 years older than
the King, had been a successful cavalry commander
as Lieutenant General of Horse in the Army of King
Charles I during the first and second Civil Wars.
Battle hardened, experienced and courageous,
probably to the point of recklessness, twice
wounded in battle and once in a duel, he stood side
by side with any senior commander of the day. A big,
jovial and popular man he was widely known in the
Army as a great leader, he was also known for not
always the best of reasons; he took rash decisions
which often centred on his liking for comfort, good
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food and wine. The King’s chief adviser in exile,
Lord Clarendon, waspishly described him thus ‘He
was a man proud and ambitious, and incapable of
being contented; an orderly officer in marches and
governing his troops. He drank hard, and had a
great power over all who did so which was a great
people’. More wittily Clarendon also wrote that he
was ‘a mixture of courage, enterprise and boozy
affability’. Historian Richard Ollard describes the
questionable aspects of Wilmot’s character
that the King’s preservation can only be explained
on the hypothesis of divine intervention. He was
stupid, he was careless, he was forgetful, he was
indiscreet’. Others, perhaps enviously, suggested
that the King got away in spite of Wilmot; the King
however trusted him as the right man to have in his
dire predicament.

Now in disguise dressed in dirty working clothes
provided by the redoubtable Penderell family, local
recusant Roman Catholic tenants of the Giffards,
we see a destitute and all but helpless King, deprived
of status and power, dependent on strangers and
on chance. Yet he had chosen Wilmot well; he
served the King unswervingly until they silently
clambered aboard the coaling brig ‘Surprise’ on the
Sussex Coast near Shoreham in the early hours of
15th October.

In exile the King and his small impoverished
court moved between France, parts of Germany
and the Low Countries; derided as an exiled
monarch, often referred to as ‘Charles Lackland’,
he had no ships nor Army with which to return to
England and worse still he had no money. This was
to change dramatically in 1656 when Parliament
sided with the French by signing the Treaty of Paris
in 1656; besides other arrangements, Cromwell
agreed to send 6,000 men of the New Model Army
to strengthen the French Army opposing Spain
and her continental allies in the Low Countries.
This dramatic shift in foreign policy enabled the
King to make an alliance with Spain; the Treaty
of Brussels was signed on his behalf on 2nd April
1656 by Lord Ormond and Lord Wilmot (he had
been created the Earl of Rochester by the King four
years earlier in 1652). By the treaty, Spain would
give the King £20,000 (a huge sum in those days)
to raise a small army, initially of four and later of
six regiments, and the ‘promise’ to provide ships to
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Inkerman Company Camp Colour (pre- 1952) depicting
King Charles Il hiding in the oak tree at Boscobel. in the
Forest of Brewood, Shropshire. A descendant oak tree
still grows at the same spot. The King was accompanied
in the tree by Colonel William Carless who was given the
command of a company in the Regiment in 1656.

carry the King’s Army to England if and when the
time was right. The deal was that the King’s Army
would meanwhile join the Spanish order of battle
against the French in the Low Countries.

With the news of the Treaty, exiled Royalists,
living on the Continent and in Scandinavia, and
many veterans (mostly officers) from England
started to arrive in Bruges intent on enlisting in the
King’s Army; their reasons varied between loyalty
to the monarchy and money. It was now that men
began enlisting in what we consider to have been
the Regiment, they continued to join over several
months and, unexciting though it may sound, it is
likely that the Regiment mustered no more than
400 men until it was eventually ordered to England
after the Restoration. Small though it was, it was
the King’s own regiment and thus the appointment
of its Colonel was of great significance and would
have been kept for the King’s closest, most trusted
and deserving friend. Thus, with his proven duty
to his Sovereign and impressive experience as a
commander, Lord Wilmot (the Earl of Rochester)
was appointed Colonel. This is verified by Hamilton
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‘October 1656 - ‘King Charles had, by permission
..... raised three regiments, one English under
Lord Wilmot (subsequently Earl of Rochester) and
which was shortly afterwards, as will be seen, given
to Lord Wentworth ....". Military historian John
Barratt endorses this ‘the first (regiment) to be
raised seems to have been the Kings’ Regiment of
Foot, under the colonelcy of that vastly experienced
Royalist veteran, Henry Wilmot, Earl of Rochester,
with Sir William Throgmorton as Lieutenant
Colonel’. Unhelpfully Hamilton, a few paragraphs
later and out of date order, creates the lack of clarity
which this piece is intended to expose, he records
for ‘September - He (the King) gave the command
of it to Lord Wentworth, and appointed Sir William
Throckmorton its Lieutenant Colonel’.

We are left to wonder why Hamilton appeared
to think that Wilmot/Rochester had been removed
from command in 1656, so soon after being given
it only a few months earlier. Or had he derailed
himself over dates or misread his notes? Instead
of 1656 he should have written 1657 which would
have been correct in view of several undeniable
facts amongst which are :-

i. Hamilton himself records that Wilmot was still
playing an active role in affairs during 1657, for
March that year ‘Lord Wilmot was despatched
to Middleburg to purchase 1000 muskets and
other weapons’.

ii. Clarendon records that one of Cromwell’s spies
had reported that Wilmot was still in command
on 17th June 1657.

iii. Wilmot fell ill at some point during 1657,
Clarendon records for ‘27th October 1657 -
(there is) no confidence in Wilmot’s recovery’.

iv. Barratt states ‘Wilmot died in February 1658
and command was then exercised by another
experienced veteran of the First Civil War,
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Blague. The unit
formed the nucleus of the King’s Regiment of
Guards, formed in about November 1657....°

Some readers may now be confronted by the
possibility that the regiment commanded by Wilmot
is not our antecedent regiment; this confusion is
understandable and in part caused by Clarendon
who made two similar statements which are, as
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highlighted by acclaimed historian Sir Charles
Firth in 1902, on examination quite different; the
first ‘Rochester’s (English) regiment was one of the
first regiments raised’ which is correct although
they may not have been called Guards, the other
statement, ‘the Guards were one of the original
regiments’ is confusing. This may lead one to
imagine a real possibility that another regiment
was raised as also suggested by a report, based on
Royalist gossip in Bruges, from a Parliamentary spy
on 20th April 1657 (note the date) which says ‘They
are very high in discourse about raising some other
regiments, especially one of horse, and another
of foot, which they say shall be as guards to their
titular King. The Lord Wentworth feeds himself
with hopes of commanding the foot, and the Lord
Gerard the horse, when they can get them; for very
few English come near them, and those fugitives
of England which are abroad have not many of
them appeared here, as seen by the Lord Wilmot’s
regiment which consists all of English, yet make
not above 300 men, being quartered at Leerce, he
hath Sir William Trogmorton for his Lieutenant
Colonell’.The spy’s report throws critical light
on the overarching confusion about Wilmot and
Wentworth, it is perhaps the key to understanding
what actually happened. The weight of evidence
shows that we should accept Clarendon’s ‘The King
is resolved to raise one regiment of Guards, the
command of whereof he gave to the Lord Wentworth
..... ’, Firth’s ‘Clarendon’s correspondence shows
that the Guards were not established till October or
November 1657 and Barratt’s ‘the unit (Wilmot'’s)
formed the nucleus of the King’s Regiment of
Guards, formed in about November 1657....".

We must not be confused by the various titles
given to the Regiment by different historians, the
author has noted seven, they do not change the
fact that the English regiment commanded by
Wilmot, and later Blague, came under command
of Lord Wentworth and became known as the First
Guards?.

Firth reinforces much of the above, whilst not
mentioning 1656, and agrees with other sources
about Blague taking over, he writes ‘one of the
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first regiments to be formed was that known as the
King’s Own Regiment, which was first commanded
by Henry Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, with Sir
William Throckmorton as his Lieutenant Colonel.
Rochester fell ill in October 1657 and died in the
following February. His regiment seems to have
formed the nucleus of that known as the King’s
Guards which was established about November
1657 under the command of Colonel Blague’.

These accounts suggest that there were three
distinct stages in the formation of the Regiment
which was eventually summoned to England by the
Restored King.

i. Soon after the signing of the Treaty of Brussels
the King was attracted by the idea of having
his own English regiment (probably not called
Guards), the Colonelcy of which he had no
hesitation in giving to Wilmot.

ii. Colonel Thomas Blague took temporary
command on Wilmot’s illness in October/
November 1657. He was not sufficiently senior
to be appointed Colonel and Wentworth was
probably by then under consideration for the
Colonelcy.

iii. With the approach of 1658, and probably during
Colonel Blague’s temporary command, there
appears to have been a shake-up leading to the
men of Wilmot’s regiment being moved to create
the nucleus of an enlarged regiment under Lord
Wentworth which was to be called ‘Guards’.

This piece is a summary of a longer paper which
provides reference to sources and is available to
Grenadiers if they wish to be in touch with the
author. Whilst not taking anything away from the
Regiment’s history and proud heritage, he hopes
that the paper will encourage the Regiment to put
the Earl of Rochester (Lord Wilmot) back in his
rightful place as our first Colonel, Colonel that is of
a body of men, whatever its name, which has given
continuous service to the Sovereign since 1656.
Much remains to be clarified, hopefully by another
Grenadier, so that the Regiment’s early history will
be better understood by its 400th anniversary.

1  Wilmot died in Sluys on 19th February 1658. His body was buried in Bruges and later exhumed and re-interred at Spelsbury in

Oxfordshire. Curiously Hamilton makes no mention of Wilmot’s death.
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The Commondale
Shepherds War Memorial

by Major Philip Wright OBE
formely Grenadier Guards

he aftermath of the First World War saw the

biggest single wave of public commemoration
with tens of thousands of memorials erected across
England. This was the result of both the huge
impact on communities of the loss of threequarters
of a million British lives, and also the official
policy of not repatriating the dead: therefore, the
memorials provided the main focus of the grief felt
at this great loss.

The Commondale Shepherds War Memorial is
one such memorial raised on Commodale Moor in
North Yorkshire as a permanent testament to the
sacrifice of two young shepherds who lost their lives
in the First World War. Robert Leggott and Alfred
Cockerill were boyhood friends and shepherds
working on the Gisborough Estate and the place
on the moorland above the village of Commondale
where their memorial stands was reputedly their
favourite spot. They went to London together to
join the Grenadier Guards and their regimental
numbers are only two digits apart. After training
at Caterham and in the Reserve Battalion both
were transferred to 4th Battalion, which sailed for
France on 15th August 1915.

Alfred Cockerill, aged 26, was wounded in the head
in July 1916 when the
Battalion was holding
trenches near Ypres.
There were attacks
on both sides of their
position resulting in
close quarter fighting
and shelling and
also sniper activity.
Returned to Britain,
he was declared unfit
for any further duty.
Now an epileptic.
He was sent to the
Chalfont Colony,
Chalfont Peter

St

Robert Henry Leggott.
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(Bucks), which had been opened in 1894 by the
National Society for the Employment of Epileptics.
He died there on 11th August 1920 of epilepsy and
meningitis.

Robert Henry Leggott, who was 17, lied about
his age in order to enlist. By now a Lance Corporal,
he was killed on 25th September 1916 on the
Somme in the assault on the German lines in front
of Lesboeufs village. His Battalion suffered 452
casualties in this attack, approximately half its
strength. Leggott was aged 19, his body was never
found and his name is on the Thiepval Memorial to
the missing. Both men are also remembered on the
Commondale village war memorial.

The memorial stone on Commondale Moor was
commissioned by the Hon Margaret Chalenor,
the daughter of Lord Gisborough whose estate
included most moorland farms around the village of
Commondale. It was erected shortly after Cockerill’s
death in 1920; his ashes are thought to have been
scattered nearby. Standing on open moorland, the
memorial comprises a narrow gritstone pillar with
at the top a Grenade carved in relief in a small panel.
A panel on the centre of the pillar’s face carries the
inscription FOR REMEMBRANCE. GUARDSMEN
ROBBIE LEGGOTT KILLED IN ACTION 1916.
ALF COCKERILL DIED OF WOUNDS 1920.
LEST WE FORGET.
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A Birley Triptych
of Grenadier Clives

by Captain Alan Ogden,
formerly Grenadier Guards

he Clive family have been distinguished

Grenadiers since the late 18th century. Edward
Bolton Clive transferred to the Regiment from
the Horse Grenadiers in 1788; his eldest son,
Colonel Edward Clive, fought with 2nd Battalion
at Waterloo and later in Canada before becoming
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel in 1844; his
grandson, General Edward Clive, transferred from
the Rifle Brigade and served in the Crimea and
became Lieutenant Colonel in 1880; his eldest
son, Lieutenant General Sir Sidney Clive,
served in the Sudan, South Africa and on the
Western Front and his younger son, Lieutenant
Henry Clive, was invalidated out in 1915; Sidney’s
son, Brigadier Archer Clive, commanded the 6th
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Bn in North Africa and Italy. Archer’s brother,
Major Edward Buxton Clive, although initially
commissioned into the Grenadiers, spent part
of the war with the irregulars and was later in
intelligence.

Other Clive ‘Grenadiers’ including Sidney’s
second cousin - Lt Col Percy Archer Clive who was
killed in action in April 1918 when commanding
the Lancashire Fusiliers and his son, Major
Meysey Clive, who was killed in action with the 5th
battalion in North Africa in 1943.

Sidney’s younger brother, as well as various
of his wife’s relations, had been contemporaries
of Oswald Birley at Harrow — which may be how
they knew the aspiring young artist and why
they commissioned him in 1911 to paint Edward
Henry and Sidney. Birley went on to become one
of England’s most fashionable society painters and
it was apposite that his last painting for the family
was that of Archer in 1944, followed not long after
by his famous picture of FM Earl Alexander.

From Left to Right: Edward Henry, Sidney, Archer.

Visit our website www.grengds.com to find out all the latest news 79



The medals of Major General
Sir Charles Corkran, KCVO,
CB,CMG

by Major Philip Wright OBE
formely Grenadier Guards

egiments take pride in

displaying the medals
of their distinguished
forebears and recently
a notable collection was
presented to Regimental
Headquarters Grenadier
Guards. These are the
Orders, Decorations and
Medals of Major General
Sir  Charles Corkran,
KCVO, CB, CMG together
with the medals of his
brother, Second Lieutenant Richard Corkran, who
was killed on 11th June 1915 serving with 2nd
Battalion. They have been presented on permanent
loan at the request of his descendants, Colonel and
Mrs Richard Corkran.

Charles Corkran was born on 29th August 1872,
the son of Colonel Charles Corkran, Commanding
Officer 1st  Battalion
Grenadier Guards. He
was educated at Eton,
where he rowed in the
Eight, and at Sandhurst
was commissioned into the
Grenadier Guards in 1893.
He went with 1st Battalion
on the Nile Expeditionary
Force to Khartoum and
was present at the Battle of
Omdurman in September
1898. He was awarded
the Queen’s Sudan Medal
and the Khedive’s Sudan
Medal.

He was promoted to
captain in November 1899,
and the following year left
with 2nd Battalion for

Sir Charles Corkran.
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South Africa to serve as adjutant throughout the
Second Boer War. He was mentioned in despatches
and was wounded in the thigh at the Battle of
Biddlesberg on 29th May 1900. For his service in
the war he received a brevet promotion as major
in June 1902, and was awarded the Queen’s South
African Medal with three clasps and the King’s
medal with two clasps. In 1904 he married Winifred
Ricardo, daughter of Colonel Horace Ricardo, also a
commanding officer in the Regiment. They had one
daughter and two sons.

He served in the First World War and was
Commanding Officer 1st Battalion at Festubert
and was wounded at Givenchy. He was promoted
to Brigadier General and commanded 5 Infantry
Brigade and then 3 Guards Brigade in 1916 at the
Battle of the Somme. The next year he went as head
of a military mission to the Serbian Army where he
proved his worth as a diplomat and was awarded
the Serbian Gold Medal for Valour. On return from
the Balkans he commanded 173rd Brigade in the
final advance on the Western Front. In addition to
being mentioned in despatches six times, he was
awarded the 1914-1915 Star, British War Medal
and Victory Medal. He was appointed Companion
of the Order of St Michael and St George in 1915
and Companion of the Order of the Bath in 1919.

After the war he Commanded the Regiment and

The Orders, Decorations and Medals.
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then went on to be Commandant of the Senior
Officers’ School followed by Commandant of the
Royal Military College Sandhurst from 1923 to
1927. The following year he was appointed Major
General Commanding the Brigade of Guards and
General Officer Commanding London District at
Horse Guards where he was as popular as he was
efficient. He was made a Knight Commander of the
Royal Victorian Order in 1932 and retired that year.

In retirement he became Serjeant at Arms of
the House of Lords. He died aged 66 as a result
of a shooting accident on 9th January 1939, when
out shooting pigeons alone, he slipped and fell off
a single plank bridge. His medals at Regimental
Headquarters help tell the story of his illustrious
career in war and peace and the Trustees of the
Regiment are most grateful to his descendants for
making this possible.

#

Captain Charles Corkran in South Africa.
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A Grenadier Colonel in the
Ottoman Gendamerie

by Captain Alan Ogden
formerly Grenadier Guards
and Sgt ‘Rodders’ Haughton

rank Kidston Esq has generously donated to the
Regiment a folio of family letters written from
South Africa in 1900 by his maternal great-uncle,
Lionel Bonham. The son of Sir George Francis
Bonham, 2nd Bt., and Louisa Buchanan, Lionel
was born in August 1873. He was commissioned
Second Lieutenant Grenadier Guards in March
1892. Two years after promotion to Lieutenant,
in 1898 he married Amy Gaskell, a pre-Raphaelite
beauty whose father Captain Henry Gaskell lived at
Kiddington Hall near Woodstock. Her mother May
Gaskell resided at 3 Marble Arch and had a close
relationship with the artist Edward Burne-Jones.
In her book A Profound Secret, Josceline
Dimbleby describes Lionel as having ‘fresh faced
good looks and the perfect figure for a guardsman:
tall, slim and erect. He looked immaculate in his
uniform. When I showed a photograph of Lionel
in his casual clothes - a straw boater and flannel
trousers - to the oldest living member of his family,
Sir Anthony Bonham, he said, ‘How debonair,’
which was exactly the right description. His wavy
fair hair, blue eyes and rosy skin were unmistakably
English... There is hardly a photograph of Lionel
without a cigar between his rather full lips. But he
was not a Philistine; he was a sensitive man who
loved reading, and May was later to remark that he
wrote some of the best letters of anyone she knew,
which, considering her other correspondents, and
her own talent for writing, was high praise indeed.’
In 1900, by now a Captain, Lionel went with the
2nd Battalion to South Africa as a half-company
commander (No.5) where he was wounded by a
Boer bullet during the Battle of Biddulphsberg on
25th May. The Grenadiers lost 148 men that day,
including 50 killed or died of wounds, more than in
any other battle during the entire war. He writes
from hospital in Senekal about the incident in a
long letter (dated 9th June) to Amy and, judging by
his description, he was lucky to have emerged alive
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From Left to Right: Lt Bonham, Amy Gaskell , Letter Folio, Maj Bonham, Macedonian Gendarmerie.

from the ferocious firefight and the bush fires that
simultaneously engulfed the battlefield.

Lionel was invalided home, and after a period
of leave returned to South Africa in August 1901.
Amy followed him out, travelling with Burne-
Jones’s nephew Rudyard Kipling and his family,
and briefly stayed with them at their residence
in Cape Town where she managed to see her
husband on the odd occasion. On the conclusion of
hostilities, she returned to England in the summer
of 1902, followed by Lionel that autumn. In April
1904, he was appointed acting Major and Second
in Command of the School of Instruction for the
Macedonian Gendarmerie, Salonika'.

To protect Christians living in the Macedonian

Staff officer British Section Ottoman Gendarmerie,
Drama 1908.

area of the Ottoman Empire and to counter the
activities of the terrorist Internal Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization which threatened to
destabilize the entire region, Russia and Austria-
Hungary had signed the Miirzsteg Agreement in
1903 which divided Ottoman-ruled Macedonia
into sectors with each Great Power appointing
an advisor to the Ottoman official in charge of
reforming the gendarmerie in each province’. In
the next three years, over 3,000 recruits passed
through the British-run School of Instruction.

After three years in Salonika, Lionel was made
up to temporary Lieutenant-Colonel Grenadier
Guards and posted as British Staff Officer to the
Ottoman Gendarmerie in Drama in August 1907.
He was promoted to Major the following year
and then employed as a Colonel to reorganize
the Ottoman Gendarmerie Force in Smyrna
(modern day Izmir). Amy had understandably not
accompanied her husband to Salonika or Smyrna
and soon began travelling on her own, first to the
continent and then to Ceylon, Japan, China and
Hong Kong.

In January 1910, Lionel contracted typhoid
fever and was moved from Smyrna to the British
Seaman’s Hospital in Constantinople where he died
on 23rd January 1910, aged 36. Although there was
talk of nefarious causes, no evidence ever came to
light. His body in a lead coffin was taken by sea

1 OC Lt Col Gore Ashley, instructors Capt Stanley Clarke, Capt Smyly, Capt Hamilton (Hansard 8 June 1904).
2 Austria-Hungary appointed an advisor to the sanjak of Uskiip, Russia to the sanjak of Thessaloniki, France to the sanjak of Siroz and Britain to

the sanjak of Drama.
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back to England and buried in the churchyard of
St. Nicholas’s at Cranleigh, near his father’s estate.

Amy had been travelling back via Ceylon when
she received the news and arrived in England some
three weeks after his death. Three days later she
was found dead in Holdsworth Manor, the Bonham
family house that she had shared with Lionel. Her
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death was recorded as ‘heart failure’, and it is
possible that she died of a broken heart although
others have cited an overdose of laudanum, a
tincture of opium, saffron, cinnamon and alcohol
popular with artists of the time. Whatever the cause
of her sudden death, the two of them lie at peace,
buried side by side in St. Nicholas’s Churchyard.

With the Gendarmes in Smyrna.

A Cruel Twist of Fate

by Captain Alan Ogden,
formely Grenadier Guards

In late October 1915, the steam ship SS Anglia
which had been refitted for use as a hospital
ship, sailed from Dover to Boulogne on what to
all appearances was a routine voyage. In fact, she
had been made ready to pick up a VIP patient in
Boulogne. It was none other than King George V
who while inspecting troops near Bethune had been

thrown from his horse which then rolled on him.
Severely bruised and suffering from a fractured
pelvis, he was rushed by car to the channel port and
evacuated back to England.

Some two weeks later, on the morning of 17th
November, Anglia again sailed from Boulogne
heading for Dover, this time with a manifest of
wounded soldiers. Taking the route reserved solely
for hospital ships marked by special buoys, her
skipper Captain Manning was expecting a smooth
crossing for the 13 officers and 372 other ranks on
board. Two Grenadiers, L/Cpl Harry Fletcher (4th
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SS Anglia 1905.

Bn) and Pte William Bird (1st Bn), were among the
166 ‘cot cases’ accommodated on beds or stretchers.
Just after midday, about a mile east of the
Folkestone Gate, Anglia struck a mine laid by UC-
5, a German minelaying submarine. The ship was
holed on the forward port side and immediately
began to list heavily. The bridge had been blown
to pieces and Manning thrown from the bridge to
the deck below by the force of the explosion. He
managed to pick himself up and went straight to
the wireless room to send an SOS only to find the
operator injured and the equipment wrecked.

All now depended on the Anglia’s escort, the
destroyer HMS Ure, and other vessels in the
vicinity. The Anglia had begun to settle so quickly
that two of its hospital wards were flooded almost
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were uncovered, still rotating. Despite this, the
escort boats pulled in under the Anglia’s stern and
allowed some 40 men to jump into them. As the
Anglia’s dipped further, the Ure’s captain placed his
destroyer across the sunken bows and managed to
get yet more survivors away.

The Anglia finally went down some twenty
minutes after the explosion, and settled on the
shallow seabed, her masts still visible on the surface.
The Lusitania had just drawn alongside her when
she too touched off a mine. As she settled and rolled
over, her lifeboats managed to get her crew off. By
now other ships had arrived on the scene and the
survivors were quickly transferred to them.

Despite the closeness to shore and the speed
that the rescue vessels managed to reach the
scene, some 164 people are thought to have died.
One of the survivors, Pte Edwards, later wrote:
‘It was a terrible experience. There was no panic
on board, but the cries of the bed patients below
were terrible. Those within reach were saved. The
matron was very brave indeed, trying to calm those
who could not swim, and she refused to leave the
ship until almost the last. Many of the patients
jumped overboard and were drowned.’

Neither Fletcher nor Bird survived, and their
names are commemorated on the Hollybrook
Memorial in Southampton CWGC cemetery.

immediately; other wards
soon became awash and crew,
nurses and the less badly
wounded patients attempted
to get the more serious cases
to safety. Due to the severity
of the angle of the list only
one lifeboat could be lowered
—this was on the port side and
took no more than 50 people.

The Ure drew close to take
off as many as she could,
transferring them to a nearby
collier, the SS Lusitania, and
to HMS Hazard, a torpedo-
gunboat that had been
converted into a submarine
depot ship. By now the
Anglia’s stern had risen
so high that her propellers

The destruction of SS Anglia.
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‘May you never die
aYeoman Warder’

by Yeoman Warder Kevin Kitcher

alt...Who comes there? At 2153 daily a
Ceremony takes place at the Tower of London

as you all very well know, the earliest records for
the Ceremony of the Keys date back to 15th July
1336 when Edward III orders at court the Tower
be secured from the setting of the sun to the rising
of the same. Legend tells us that the King made
his way to the Tower by Royal Barge on the River
Thames by dead of night, when he made his way in
to the Tower all gates and doors were open and no
sentries were posted. The King’s Armourer John of
London was given the King’s Keys for the Tower
and a military Escort to make sure the Tower was
locked up at last light and opened at first light
making the Tower proof against hostiles or intrigue.
In 1485 King Richard III was slain and King
Henry VII won his crown on the battlefield at
Bosworth Field. As was the custom the night before
a coronation, the future monarch would bathe at
the top of the White Tower to make himself pure
for the Coronation; he would only have his most
loyal Knights in attendance to protect him whilst
he bathed, which is how the Order of the Bath came
to be. When the King left the Tower, he needed to
have his loyal men waiting and guarding the castle
for him. This is how the Yeoman Warders first

Grenadiers of the Royal Household at Windsor for the
Diamond Jubilee parade including three from the Tower on
day release!

came to be, many of the first Warders being retired
members of the sovereign’s court including Yeoman
of the Guard.

In 1826 the Iron Duke, the Victor of Waterloo,
Duke of Wellington became the Constable of the
Tower until his death in 1852, during that time
he also held office twice as the Prime Minister and
also Secretary of State for War. He was unhappy
with the system of changeover between Warders
and ordered that from that day forward only
meritorious and discharged Sergeants from the
Army could be Warders at the Tower.

The first Warder from the Army was Serjeant
Major John May, Grenadier Guards, who had
served in the 3rd Battalion at Waterloo. He became
a Yeoman Warder in 1827, and was followed shortly
afterwards by Corporal Joseph Jackson, Grenadier
Guards, in 1830-1841. Only weeks before being
appointed a Warder at the Tower, Private Jackson
was on sentry duty at Downing Street when an
angry mob marched down Whitehall. Quite alone,
with rifle and bayonet, he stopped and turned the
angry mob away, saving the day. His reward was
promotion, discharge and appointment within
weeks as a Yeoman Warder and the only Corporal
appointed since 1826 to the position.

In 1916 Sergeant Major Daniel Fear, Grenadier
Guards, a veteran of many famous Grenadier
campaigns of the late 19th and early 20th Centuries
joined the Tower albeit briefly as he was recalled to
service and found himself a Captain in the Royal
Flying Corps as a Training Officer. He came back to
the Tower, finaly leaving in 1926. His son Ray joined
the Regiment and served in the 4th Battalion in
WW2. Ray wrote a book called ‘Pawnshop Dick’...
read it, you will enjoy it.

In 1964 Regimental Sergeant Major George
Armstrong DCM, Grenadier Guards, joined
the Tower. He won his DCM fighting alongside
Viscount De Lisle when he won the VC at Anzio.
Between them, they saved the beachhead from
being breached by overwhelming enemy numbers.
Armstrong was quite a shot and his fine display
of medals not only included his DCM but also the
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King’s and the Queen’s medals awarded at Bisley
for the Army’s champion shot.

Let’s rewind and go back to the Duke of
Wellington. He didn’t like the system of changeovers
between Yeoman Warders because at the time
to become a Warder you had to be over 5°8” tall,
loyal to the Sovereign and have 250 Guineas to pay
the Warder you were taking over from, the money
being his retirement fund. If you died in post, the
Constable would sell the Wardership and keep the
250 Guineas for himself, so when Yeoman Warders
even to this very day are sworn in outside the
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Queen’s House, the first port of call after this is the
Yeoman Warder’s Club where a toast is then made
to the newly sworn in Yeoman Warder - ‘May you
never die a Yeoman Warder’.

These are just a few of the stories from the Tower
and I could go on all day long. If you are a Warrant
Officer leaving the Regiment on completion of
22 years and hold an LSGC or have left and are
in civilian employment and you are looking for a
change, then keep an eye out on Historic Royal
Palaces Website for the positions as they are
advertised. The rest will then be history.

The Queen’s Body Guard of
the Yeomen of the Guard

by Messenger Sergent Major Chris Savage

he Body Guard is the most ancient Royal

Guard and Military Corps in the world. Henry
Tudor, Earl of Richmond, was attended by a band
of followers when in exile in France; they came with
him to England as part of an army of 2,000 men and
defeated Richard IIT at Bosworth in August 1485.
Richard wore his crown in battle, and when he was
killed it rolled under a hawthorn bush. A member
of Henry’s Body Guard retrieved it and Henry was
crowned Henry VII three months later. The King
established the Body Guard with the name ‘Valecti
Garde (Corporis) Domini Regis’, meaning ‘Yeomen
of the Guard (of the body) of our Lord the King’.
This title was retained until the beginning of the
20th century. It is said that the King chose the
Guard from the yeomen of England not only because
he believed they were the true heart of the nation,
but also because many in the nobility became so
involved in plots and tricks to advance themselves
that they were not altogether to be trusted.

The duties of the Body Guard during its first three
centuries were onerous, because the Body Guard
was absolutely responsible for the personal safety
of the Sovereign. Guarding the interior of the Royal
palaces was entirely in the hands of the Yeomen of
the Guard. They brought up the Sovereign’s meals,
tasted the food before it was placed on the Royal

table and carried
out every evening an
elaborate ceremonial
known as ‘Making
the King’s bed’. An
officer of the Guard
slept on a truckle
bed outside the
Sovereign’sbedroom.
The present-day
retention in the
Body Guard of the
ranks of Yeoman Bed
Goer and Yeoman
Bed Hanger is an
acknowledgement of these ‘bed duties’.

Currently the Body Guard consists of the
Captain, 5 Officers and 59 Yeomen. It should be
noted that the Captain is a political appointment
and therefore dependent upon which political
party is in office; the current Captain is the Earl of
Courtown. The Commanding Officer, as we would
understand, is the Lieutenant. The Lieutenant’s
Second-in Command has the title of the Clerk of
the Cheque and Adjutant. There is also an Ensign
and 2 Exons to complete the complement of officers.
All these officers retired in varying ranks and it is
far from uncommon for a junior officer in the Body
Guard to have been a far senior rank when retiring
from the Regular Army.

There are 5 Sergeant Majors consisting of the
Messenger Sergeant Major and Wardrobe Keeper
(my appointment), a 2nd Messenger Sergeant

Messenger Sergent Chris
Savage.
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Major and 3 Divisional Sergeant Majors. I am the
only full-time appointee, living and working in St
James’ Palace and being employed by the Royal
Household. The remaining Yeomen are volunteers
who attend for duties when required and may be
either fully retired or still following second careers
across the length and breadth of the British Isles.
The Yeomen are recruited from all 3 services and
must have served for 22 years. Essentially, they
must all have been awarded the Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal (LS&GC), which causes
the Body Guard to be referred to by some as the
‘Corps of those who were never caught’! Late entry
commissioning does not disbar applications and
there are consequently a fair number of the Body
Guard who were commissioned, as well as a great
spread of awards and decorations. The Yeomen are
organised into 3 Divisions, each lead by a Divisional
Sergeant Major (DSM) with a Yeoman Bed Goer
(YBG) and a Yeoman Bed Hanger (YBH) also in
each Division.

The Body Guard’s duties are in the personal
service of the Sovereign and include State Arrivals
and Banquets (State Visits), the Royal Maundy
Service, the Garter Service, the State Opening of
Parliament, the Epiphany Service, Investitures
at both Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle,
Royal Garden Parties and Diplomatic Receptions.
The Body Guard are also attendant upon Services
of Orders of Chivalry such as the Order of St
Michael and St George or the Royal Victorian
Order as examples. The Body Guard may also be
seen at Royal weddings, funerals and of course,
coronations.

For those readers who might not know me, I
served in the 1st Battalion for all of my service,
1971 to 1993, apart from the usual tours at the
Guards Depot, Sandhurst etc. I was appointed the
Sgt Major of the Battalion in 1989 and handed over
after the Queen’s Birthday Parade in 1992, the
year in which it was our “Troop’. That period was
particularly memorable for the Battalion having
had just a few short months of practice due to the
Battalion’s deployment to the Gulf War in 1991; we
should have been back in London a year earlier!
After retiring from the Army in December 1993 I
followed a career firstly in commerce then in the
Civil Service, dealing with the London District
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contract and Home Service Clothing. I was invited
to join the Queen’s Body Guard of the Yeomen of
the Guard in 2006 and served proudly for some
12 years as a Yeoman in Ordinary. These duties,
as previously described, ran concurrently with my
civilian employment.

I was fortunate to be appointed the Messenger
Sergeant Major and Wardrobe Keeper about 2 years
ago, commencing my duties from January 2018. As
the MSM I ensure that the Yeomen attend for duty
in sufficient numbers, are briefed and rehearsed
and that their clothing and turnout are of the
highest standards. The ‘Wardrobe Keeper’ part of
my title has very practical connotations nowadays,
but it also refers to a much more ancient part of the
Royal Household, together with the ‘Messenger’
aspect in that it was a role given to trusted yeomen
to bear messages and be privy to information within
the Court.

I am proud to be the first Grenadier in post since
the famous WO1(RSM) Tom Taylor MVO, MBE
who served in the post from 1978 to 1994, having
previously been the Garrison Sergeant Major,
London District.

Current Grenadiers serving in the Body Guard,
as well as myself, are Andy Hill, previously the
RQMS at Regimental Headquarters and Matthew
Smith, formerly WO1(RSM) at the All Arms Drill
Wing. The former Band Sergeant Major, Michael
Dabbs MBE, RVM, only retired at the end of last
year. Also on our Exempt (from duty) list is Major
Michael Holland, having retired a few years ago, as
well as WO1 John Mundy RVM. Further up there
on our Exempt list is WO1(RSM) Lincoln Perkins
RVM, BEM who, coincidentally, was my much-
feared and respected Company Sergeant Major in
Germany when I was a young Section Commander
in Germany in the early 1970s. Way up there in
the seniority of our Exempt List is WOII(RQMS)
John Walmsley. Sadly however, in April of last year
WO1(RSM) John Stanyard RVM passed away.

I hope to continue in this post until Christmas
2023 when my candle officially burns low and I
must also join the Exempt List. In the meantime,
however, I would hope to reassure the reader that
good Grenadier Standards are being maintained
within the Queen’s Body Guard of the Yeomen of
the Guard.
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A Grenadier High Sheriff

by William Day
formely Grenadier Guards

he Office of High Sheriff is the oldest secular

Office in the United Kingdom after the Crown
and dates from Saxon times. The exact date of origin
is unknown but the Office has certainly existed for
over 1,000 years since the Shires were formed.

The word ‘Sheriff’ derives from ‘Shire Reeve’ or
the Anglo Saxon ‘Scir-gerefa’. The King’s Reeve was
also known as the ‘High’ Reeve. Some Sheriffs led
contingents at the Battle of Hastings. The Normans
continued the Office and added to its powers.
During the 11th and 12th centuries a High Sheriff’s
powers were very extensive. For example, they
judged cases in the monthly court of the hundred
(a sub-unit of the Shire); they had law enforcement
powers and could raise the ‘hue and cry’ in pursuit
of felons within their Shire; they could summon
and command the ‘posse comitatus’ — the full power
of the Shire in the service of the Sovereign; they
collected taxes and levies and all dues on Crown
lands on behalf of the Crown and were in charge of
Crown property in the Shire. In short, High Sheriffs
were the principal representatives and agents for
the Crown and were thus very powerful within
the Shire. It may have been that some incumbents
were a little over-enthusiastic in their enjoyment
of their ‘droits de seigneur’ as by 1215, of the 63
clauses in the Magna Carta, no less than 27 relate
to the role of the Sheriff and to putting him back
in his box. Nevertheless in 1254 it was the High
Sheriff that supervised the election to Parliament
of two Knights of the Shire.

The Sheriffs’ powers were gradually restricted
over succeeding centuries. Under Henry I their
tax collection powers went to the Exchequer,
which also took on the function of auditing the
Sheriffs’” accounts. Henry II introduced the system
of Itinerant Justices from which evolved the
Assizes and the present day system of High Court
Judges going out on Circuit. The Sheriff remained
responsible for issuing Writs, for having ready the
Court, prisoners and juries, and then executing the
sentences once they were pronounced. It was also
the Sheriff’s responsibility to ensure the safety and

GRENADIERS "AT LARGE"’

comfort of the Judges. This is the origin of the High
Sheriff’s modern day duty of care for the well-being
of High Court judges.

Inthe middle of the 13th century, more powers went
to the newly created offices of Coroners and Justices
of the Peace. Under the Tudors (in about 1550, 500
years newer than High Sheriffs!), Lord- Lieutenants
were created as personal representatives of the
Sovereign. Queen Elizabeth I is generally believed
to have originated the practice of choosing the High
Sheriff by pricking a name on the Sheriffs’ Roll with
a bodkin. It is said that she did this whilst engaged
in embroidery in the garden. Sadly, this is a myth
since there is a Sheriffs’ Roll dating from the reign
of her grandfather Henry VII (1485-1508) on which
the names were pricked through vellum. The role
was not always entirely desirable as the Sheriff had
to collect unpopular taxes and, while the possibility
of some personal enrichment may not always have
been resisted, he could also be personally liable for
any shortfall. There was therefore sometimes an
incentive to avoid the appointment but no matter
how high the bribe to erase a name from the roll,
nothing could disguise a hole through the vellum
next to the appointee’s name. The practice of the
Monarch ‘pricking’ the names of High Sheriffs
continues to this day.

The office of High Sheriff has been dominated by
the great and the good in each county — mostly of
course men but not exclusively. Nicola de la Haye
was a famous High Sheriff in Lincolnshire in 1216
and now the role is filled equally by women. While
it cannot be held by a serving soldier (or lawyer,
magistrate or judge), it has been held by countless
Grenadiers over the generations - starting,
pleasingly, with Thomas Wentworth who was High
Sheriff of Yorkshire in 1625, 35 years before he
became our first Colonel. It is only since the 1960’s
that it has been more widely shared, accounting
perhaps for my own appointment! Nevertheless,
some counties remain more traditional than others.
It has always been the practice for an outgoing
High Sheriff to nominate his own successor, usually
on a four year cycle, although this is now endorsed
by a nomination panel. The position is honorary,
unsupported, unpaid and indeed costs are not
claimed. Depending on one’s commitment and
hospitality, these can be substantial. While in my
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FeIIow 3 Coy offlcers ‘salute’ the ngh Sherrlf From Left to Right: Harry Winnington, Patrick Hargreaves W|II|am Day,

Charlie Bolton, Alverne Bolitho.

father’s generation, High Sheriffs might have had
a handful of engagements and perhaps been moved
to open a good bottle of wine for a visiting judge, my
more immediate predecessors have undertaken up
to 300 engagements in their year. I have consciously
dialled back and will have completed some 150 visits
and events by the time my year is over, not least
to avoid deterring future nominees. Engagements
have ranged from the purely ornamental, such
as presiding over University matriculation and
graduation ceremonies, presenting awards and
medals to the police or taking the salute at military
ceremonies (mainly the RAF here in Lincolnshire
- their standard of drill is as you would expect)
to more front-foot support of the police, the
emergency services, the magistracy and charities,
volunteers and public sector workers. A visit by
the High Sheriff is still regarded as an event of
some distinction and, as the Queen’s personal
representative, one’s value is in recognising and
above all, thanking them for their work.

Finally, a note on my attire. The usual order of
dress for a High Sheriff is the so-called court dress -

a rather nasty confection of velvet, lace and tights,
jabots and breeches. If, however, one has ascended
the dizzying rank of Captain or above in the Army,
one is encouraged to wear the appropriate military
uniform. Upon finding one that fitted at Regimental
Headquarters, I was impressed to discover that it
had been made for Lt Col Prescott who handed over
command of his battalion to Harry Winnington’s
father in 1952: in other words it was probably
made in 1948 and despite its age of 70 years, is still
immaculate (if a little smelly). While signing off for
all the accoutrements, the Master Tailor issued me
- to my delight - with aiguilettes. Opinion of those
who Might be Expected to Know whether they are
really correct ranged from the definitely ‘yes’ to
definitely ‘no’. Into a vacuum.... I have worn them
on a handful occasions when in full fig with the
forces of law and order and very smart they look.
In any case, I have been proud to represent the
Queen and the Regiment in the office of High
Sheriff and I would encourage any Grenadier to
accept the appointment if it comes their way. It is a
thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding year.
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It is with deep regret that the Regiment has received notification of the death of the following Grenadiers.

2626861
22897230
23688725
2629275
Major
14220365
22545219

22213207
Major

Lt Col

22911454
5834230
2628187
2628634
2628897
2622214
Major

Capt
22602857
Lt Col (QM)
23688481
24491182
23509531
Capt
2614539
24000292
2627884
22213478
Capt
2625167
23509202
2616402
22545437
22545437
2623998
23099207
2626850
22955695
2624648
23199307
2623837
24239544
23509332
Major Sir
Lt Col
14943943
2624187
22545149
24460953
22545338
14223473
22213628
22383639
Capt (QM
22213701
22545304
23879745

CF Ashmore

CE Ashwin

GE Badley

J Bailey

HA Baillie

RW Balcombe

JA Bartlett

MJ Beaver, Esq

NT Beech

DV Bendall

R Besley

EK Bland

LC Bozeat, MM

AdJ Brace

R Britton

‘WH Brown

EJ Buchan

The Lord Carrington,
KG, GCMG, CH, MC

A Chambers

M Chapman

W Clarke OBE

STE Clayton-Payne

RV Collett

AP Connell

CH Cox, TD

AEM Crowe

PG Davis

DA Day

A Diamond

BD Double

J Drage

T Dray

L Edge

W Edwards

W Edwards

AE Foreman

B Frost

JG Gallagher

RF Gibbons

WA Gibbs

EJ Gillam

F Goodale

A Goodman

CN Grigg

HF Hamilton-Dalrymple

H S Hanning

D Harper, MBE

J Haynes

E Herbert

L Herbert

R Hewitt

RG Hill, BEM

G Hitchcock

M Hollingsworth

A Holloway

F Hollingworth

E Howes

L Hughes

London
London
London
Reading
Bath
Sussex
Norfolk

Windsor
Suffolk

Gloucestershire
Surrey & East Hants
Sussex

Yorkshire

London

Sussex

Bristol
Wessex
Lincoln
Surrey
Lincoln

Nottinghamshire
Shropshire

Bristol

Liverpool

Surrey & East Hants
Surrey & East Hants
Cambridge

Leicester
Gloucestershire

London

2016

Manchester
Wessex

Lincoln
Wessex
London
Nottinghamshire

Wigan, St. Helens

24021008
Capt
22545526
23252728
24220609
23509322
23688738
23509388
22944041
2624314
22643441
2254712
2624826
22955972
23438231
2625232
22545890
24141634
234255230
23252597
22213354
22955902
24125386
23621943
22640069
24632976
2620936
24253833
23122852
22545249
2628518
Lt Col
23267268
24000382
24312469
24513134
21012237
22545753
23509161
22213082
2628696
22955620
22273750
24060587
23969893
19149340
23451533
24185873
22955796
23174474
24443691
25003691
23509163
23051357
23067722
23509329
23509150
23262898

R Jones

C Keeling

G Kelsall

JS Lambert
SJ Langston
H Lillicrap
P Maguire
DA Marshall
EG Mew
HW Mountford
R Noke

B Norman
JH North

A Orchard
MYV Pallister
JF Parker

A Parsons

H Patrick
GR Pedge
RW Petty

J Quinlan
CS Ray

P Reece
GNH Rimell
J Rodgers
DT Ryan

RC Sanders
A Sands

J Scott

F Scriven
REG Seale
C Seymour LVO
PF Shackleton
K Shaw

MA Slade

C Spacey
GE Spragg
K Stevenson
L Stewart

S Stokes

FC Tatman
L Taylor
FGH Tetley
K Thomsett
J Upchurch
DL Wallis

C Walters
ME West

PJ White
HJ Whitear
K Whiteley
MD Whittaker
AJ Willmore
TA Wing

L Withey
LD Wright
MJ Wylde
DG Zimmerman

& District
North Staffordshire

Manchester

Surrey & East Hants
Tamworth

Lincoln

Medway

London

Worcester and Hereford

Surrey & East Hants
Essex
Gloucestershire
Surrey & East Hants

Lincoln
Nottinghamshire
Walsall

Bristol

Bristol
Gloucestershire
Manchester

Essex

Manchester

Walsall

Shropshire

Worcester and Hereford

Nottinghamshire

North Staffordshire
Nottinghamshire
Suffolk

Walsall

Suffolk
Essex
Medway

Derby
London

Surrey & East Hants

Worcester and Hereford

London
Nottinghamshire

London
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Lieutenant Colonel
Richard Besly

by Major General Sir Evelyn
Webb-Carter KCVO, OBE, DL
formerly Grenadier Guards

first met Richard when I

arrived in the 2nd Battalion
as his Adjutant, I had just come
off the Junior Command and
Staff Course, a sort of school
for budding staff officers and
I hadn’t done particularly
well so was dreading the
appearance of my course
report. It arrived the day after I reported for duty
so no chance to give a differing impression to the
Commanding Officer. The closing sentence of the
report said something like...” this officer has not yet
reached the stage of his career when he wishes to
take it seriously’. Richard read this out to me and
said with a laugh that I was to enjoy for many years
‘thank goodness for that!’

That laconic comment showed that Richard was
an immensely human person who although a very
competent officer did not appear to take soldiering
too seriously. He was immensely loyal to his officers
and soldiers and he was far more interested in their
well being than in his own.

John Richard Seymour Besly, a Wykemist like his
father, joined the Regiment as a recruit in January
1950 and was commissioned as a National service
officer. He joined the 3rd Battalion in Tripoli and
it was there at a Brigade swimming championships
that he acquired his nick name. The result of the
whole championship depended upon the result
of the 4x50 metre relay race. Richard was in
the final leg and the team were lying second. By
his own admission Richard had done a great
deal of sunbathing and was thus of a very dark
complexion. Pat Robertson the Commanding
Officer was so excited at the prospect of winning
the championships he shouted: ‘come on you ruddy
wog, get a move on’. Although the team won the
relay Richard won a nickname.

Not long afterwards the battalion was warned to
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join 1st Guards Brigade to guard the Suez Canal
and Richard’s prime concern was his future, as his
National Service Commission was about to end and
unless he signed on to be a Regular he would miss
the action in Egypt. So he applied and gained the
Regular Commission: later he said it was one of
his better decisions, although the Battalion found
themselves merely guarding the vast base at Tel El
Kebir.

In Egypt he was able to enjoy sport; he was an
accomplished tennis and squash player. Many
years later as Commanding Officer he would see off
officers 15 years his junior. He enjoyed other things
too, after too good a night at the Officers Club in
Fayid, he and Christopher Keeling were asked to
leave. Having driven back to camp somehow and
parked the car they simultaneously remarked
‘thank God I wasn’t driving’. The 3rd Battalion
was a wild battalion in those days and the Adjutant,
Hew Hamilton-Dalrymple was one of the few sober
officers and it was he who seeing the potential in
Richard deflected his exuberance into learning
French and so to an Interpreter’s course Richard
was sent and this was to prove a useful asset later
in life and Richard was always very grateful to Hew.

Switching Battalions to be the Adjutant of the
2nd Battalion Richard spent four years in Egypt,
which seems extraordinary these days. But in 1956
the battalion moved to Windsor when one of the
more bizarre events took place. Richard had just
inspected the Windsor Castle Guard and so was
dressed in greatcoat, forage cap and sword when
the Police appealed to him to come and assist in
dealing with an angry bull that got loose following
a cattle market in Slough. Richard and David
Fanshawe, the weapon training officer armed with
his rifle drove to the scene. What met them was
more like Laurel and Hardy and the newspaper
description entitled ‘Besly the Matador’ makes for
good melodrama: it read ‘Captain Besly arrived
with Lieutenant Fanshawe, the bull made a short
charge. Captain Besly raised a cold eyebrow and
adjusted his sword. The Bull stopped and licked
its lips. ‘Fanshawe’, said Captain Besly ‘shoot the
bull’ and so he did with a fine shot. The Osbert
Lancaster created a cartoon out of the story. Not
long after this he married Dinah Gore. As we have
heard he and Dinah were a great team making a
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wonderful family life with their five children.

In 1968 Richard was sent St Cyr the French
Officers Academy as the British Liaison Officer,
his work in learning French years before had paid
off as the two years there were one of the happiest
periods of his life. Richard was highly thought of
by the French military who enjoyed his quick wit
and sense of humour. Whilst there Richard wrote
a remarkable account of the Algerian War of 1954
to 62, which was much acclaimed but caused some
irritation that it was written by an Englishman!
Hubert de Lisle tells me that ten years later it
was still being quoted at the French War College
in Paris. Rather unusually Dinah gets a mention
in his St Cyr confidential report for being a perfect
hostess and an excellent French speaker.

Richard took command of the 2nd Battalion in
Caterham in 1971 and at the time we had a residual
responsibility, at Company level, to garrison the

colony of British Honduras, now known as Belize.
In January 1972 there was flap when the Governor
of the colony was convinced that the Guatemalans
were going to invade on the pretext of some ancient
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‘You unspeakable cad Sir I’

claim. The battalion was going out anyway for
a six week exercise and in the process rotate the
Company. After the advance party had deployed
and the main party was at Brize Norton the MoD
decided to play safe and ordered the battalion
to remain for 6 months. You can imagine the
implications of all this for the Commanding Officer
who found himself in an Evelyn Waugh situation
(as in the Sword of Honour trilogy) complete with
a deranged Garrison commander, a spit image of
Ritchie Hook. The whole scheme was beset with
gross exaggerations of the threat but Richard had
to decide how he was going to defend this small
colony against the Guatamalans. The Garrison
Commander took it ultra seriously which Richard
found hard to do. He was wont to say ‘I think we
should kick the whole thing into touch’ or ‘it’s
totally clapped out’. On the way back from yet
another recce of the planned Battalion defensive
position at a place called Teakettle, he turned to
Henry Boyt our tame helicopter pilot and said
‘well, can you imagine the next time we troop our
colour on the Queen’s Birthday Parade it will have
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Blenheim, Waterloo, Normandy and..... Teakettle
emblazoned on it’: ... much laughter followed.

British Honduras was a trying tour and as the
threat was clearly evaporating it became harder to
sustain the morale of the Guardsmen but Richard
was well equipped; he was approachable, enjoyed
talking to soldiers and frequently made them laugh.
In the orderly room Richard used to award officers
and soldiers nicknames. Many are unrepeatable
but Patrick Nisbett who rejoiced in having 5 initials
to his name was referred to as Patrick Alphabetical.

The battalion’s next challenge was two tours in
quick succession in Northern Ireland; the first just
for a few weeks and then shortly after, a full four
month tour of the Ardoyne and Shankill. We took
over from 3 PARA who in their customary way had
stirred up the pot and gripped the area. Richard’s
approach was different; he had a light touch and
was more measured. Pundits thought the situation
would revert to a lawless scenario; in fact Richard’s
sensible and gentler tactics worked and his Brigade
Commander commented in Richard’s report
that the opposite had occurred and instances of
violence, shooting and bombing continued to drop
throughout the tour. Not only did he receive this
compliment but in the last week of the tour the
Catholic priest in the Ardoyne thanked Richard
for the battalion’s restraint and professionalism,
something I doubt he told 3 PARA!

Robert Nairac was in the battalion at the time
and he did some good work with Bob Woodfield in
semi covert operations in the Ardoyne. Richard felt
very responsible for Robert whom we all liked and
admired. So when later, Robert’s work took him
to South Armagh and the tragic circumstances of
his death came to light Richard was very troubled
that he had been unable to prevent Robert being
sent back for another tour in his undercover
role. Richard latterly supported by Ginny became
something of a champion of Robert’s reputation
and did much to correct misrepresentations of his
life and death in Ireland.

Richard was a popular and much loved
Commanding Officer who frequently gave
Guardsmen the benefit of the doubt. He had the
irritating habit of giving Guardsmen, who were
able to spin a cakey bar, time off without telling
the Adjutant or anybody else for that matter.
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After commanding the battalion, Richard went to
London District for two years as AQMG. When
afterwards he was offered a job in Germany he
decided to leave the Army. He became a fundraiser
for several charities, notably The British Heart
Foundation where he spent eight years finishing as
Director of Fundraising. This was hard work but
Richard brought his own brand of enthusiasm and
humour. He became something of a charity expert,
latterly being a self employed consultant and was
a key member of the Regimental Council for some
years. His last role in the charity sector was as a
fundraiser for Eating Disorders Association, about
which he felt passionately.

Richard was a lovely man, amusing, generous
and kind, who was universally popular and is much
missed in many circles. As we reflect on the man let
us give a thought to Ginny.... and Emma, Lucinda,
Tom, Sarah-Jane and Mikey, a Grenadier, and their
families who have lost a wonderful husband, father
and grandfather. For my part I am sad that this is
my last adjutantal duty to a Great Grenadier it was
a privilege to know and serve.

Lieutenant Colonel
Henry Hanning
formerly Genadier Guards

Major Philip Wright OBE
formerly Grenadier Guards

Lieutenant Colonel Henry
Somerset ~ Hanning  died
peacefully at home on 22nd
February 2019, after a short
illness aged 80. Henry was born
at Windsor on 19th January
1939, while his father, Arthur,
was on duty as Captain of the
King’s Guard. His father went
on to command 3rd Battalion
Grenadier Guards during the Second War. Henry’s
maternal grandfather, Wilfrid Abel Smith, died
of wounds received at Festubert in 1915 while
commanding 2nd Battalion. When putting Henry
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down for the Regiment, his father wrote to the
Lieutenant Colonel: ‘You may remember that two
uncles, two great uncles and seven cousins have
also served in the Regiment.” Educated at Bradfield
College then Sandhurst, Henry was commissioned
in 1959, It was the start of 48 years of unbroken
years’ service to the Regiment.

His regimental and staff careers took him to West
Germany, Berlin, The Trucial states, Belize, Hong
Kong and Northern Ireland as well as ceremonial
duties in London. Notable regimental appointments
included Adjutant of 2nd Battalion in 1966 in
Wuppertal, command of the Inkerman Company
in Belize in 1971 and in 1976, Senior Major 2nd
Battalion in Hong Kong. His intellect and potential
were recognised by selection for staff training, two
years at the Royal Military College of Science were
followed by a further year at the Staff College at
Camberley. An operational staff post in Berlin at
the height of the Cold War meant he was always
on call to deal with alarms either real or imagined.

Thereafter staff posts were largely Weapons
orientated, dealing with the development of
infantry weapons and equipment, ammunition
design and safety and towards the end of his career
specializing in Defence Export and Sales. It was from
this last arena in 1988 he retired from the regular
service to work for the Ministry of Defence for a
further happy and fulfilling ten years as a Special
List Officer at the Directorate of Land Services
Ammunition based at Didcot, working with NATO
allies on unifying standards for the movement of
ammunition. Henry revelled in the idiosyncrasies
of each nation’s military and his natural charm and
infinite patience held sway, A Warrant Officer who
worked with Henry at Didcot wrote: ‘I am aware
that there were some obvious ‘cultural differences’
between the Ordnance Corps and the Grenadier
Guards but, in all my years of service I can truly
say your Father was one of the best officers I served
under! It was an absolute pleasure and a privilege
to know him!’

Henry was something of a regimental rarity for
the early 1960s when he went up to Keble College
Oxford as an army Scholar to read History. Michael
Craster (then a young officer in the Argylls) got
to know Henry in the Officer Training Corps and
recalls him as something of a father figure, having
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high standards, being considerate and displaying
style, gravitas, humanity and above all, great
humour. The impression Henry made on Michael
was such that it was to the Regiment that Michael
turned when the Argylls were disbanded.

Early in his career Henry acquired the affectionate
nickname of variously The Vicar, Canon or The
Bishop. Explanations as to why this nickname
came about differ. Some say it was on account of
his somewhat academic demeanour, coupled with
his skill on both piano and organ and his singing in
the Battalion Church Choir. Others maintain that it
was as a result of him leaving a bible behind when
stepping ashore from a spell aboard The Household
Division Yacht, Gladeye. What is beyond doubt is
that Henry was a Christian soldier of great faith
who increasingly followed the command based on
the words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount ‘...
do unto others as you would have them do unto you.’

Henry’s charming, polite, slightly understated
manner will be remembered. He was always
interesting and interested; a soldier’s officer who
really did care for his men. Even as Adjutant of
2nd Battalion he was said to have administered
discipline with a smile and light touch. Many
have said that they never heard Henry raise his
voice in anger. But there was steel in him too. In
1973, as Commanding Officer in Belfast, Richard
Besly had to decide which areas to allocate to his
Company Commanders. He wrote afterwards: ‘The
Protestant Shankill area contained lots of criminals
so I put Henry Hanning there, his very astute but
charming diplomacy defused most situations. He
kept a firm grip on what had been a difficult area
for our predecessors,” (3rd Battalion The Parachute
Regiment.) Without fuss or bluster Henry made his
mark. Equally, Michael Craster recalls receiving a
fully warranted ‘blistering rebuke’ by letter when
he was late submitting an article for the Grenadier
Gazette.

There is little doubt that the need for hearing aids
limited the scope of Henry’s military career, but he
never displayed any frustration and typically made
light of it. To the Lieutenant Colonel, he wrote,
when discussing further military employment,
that he would be a disaster as an attaché since ‘one
can’t say ‘what’ in a foreign language for ever!” A
brother officer recalls Henry telling him that, as he
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was in receipt of two hearing aids, he now regarded
himself as ‘fully mechanised’.

It was Henry’s great joy to share his interests
enthusiastically with others. Whether encouraging
the literary efforts of brother officers, filling the
corridors of the Mess at Caterham with the sound
of the Overture to Wagner’s Tannhauser or running
a Mahjong School during Company training in
Sharjah. Henry’s enthusiasm was infectious. He
delighted in the successes of his friends being quick
to write to congratulate those in receipt of awards,
other accolades or indeed grandchildren.

The Reading and District Branch of the
Regimental Association was extraordinarily
fortunate to have been led by Henry with similar
enthusiasm for the past 12 years. Fun and style
abounded, but above all the welfare and well being
of retired Grenadiers was his pre-eminent concern.
The Branch is the oldest in the Association and in
2013 Henry and his wife Elizabeth jointly led an
outstanding celebration of the Branch’s centenary
at Bradfield College.

In 1976, the then Lieutenant Colonel, Greville
Tufnell, decided that a replacement was required
for the Association Handbook. On a visit to 2nd
Battalion in Hong Kong he discussed his ideas on
the Chinese border with Henry and the Grenadier
Gazette was borne! Henry later described this
episode as ‘an ill-conceived moment’! For the next
thirty years he edited the Gazette with great flair,
never losing his enthusiasm despite Adjutants and
other contributors not giving their submissions
the priority the Editor might have required. With
the assistance of Barry Double and then Trevor
Rolfe, who were in turn Assistant Editors, Henry
established the Grenadier Gazette as pre-eminent
amongst regimental journals.

Henry, thinking ahead to his looming retirement,
volunteered in 2001 to write a history to mark the
350th anniversary of the Regiment. With the full
support of the then Lieutenant Colonel, Edward
Bolitho, his innovative approach broke new grounds
for such a work, Accounts of the Regiment’s proud
and costly heritage are interspersed by individual
portraits of interesting (and not just senior)
Grenadiers, pictures, maps and charts combine to
produce a book that is informative and above all a
compelling read. His aim, he tells us, was to ‘march
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with the men of the First or Grenadier Regiment
of Foot Guards down a road 350 years long.” He
says, speaking of the survival of the Regiment,
that ‘a small glow if preserved and cherished, can
burst into a vivid flame.” Indeed, one can say that
his book is about a light shining in great darkness
and not being overcome. The Grenadier Gazette
and ‘The British Grenadiers’ will live on as abiding
legacies of Henry’s encyclopaedic knowledge of and
love for his Regiment.

Lieutenant Colonel
Conway Seymour LVO

by Lieutenant General Sir Anthony Denison-
Smith KBE DL
formerly Grenadier Guards

Grenadiers and a great many
across the Household Divi-

sion and elsewhere will have
felt a deep sadness and sense
of loss on hearing of Conway’s
death on 20th November 2019.
He was 78. He occupied a very
special place in the hearts of
so many. His infectious grav-
elly chuckle, his beaming welcoming smile, his
sudden burst of uncontrollable laughter, his kind-
ness to all and his generosity of spirit are charac-
teristics which will long be remembered about this
remarkable and much admired Grenadier. Conway
became an encyclopaedia of Grenadier history and
customs.

He entered Sandhurst from Eton in 1959, a fourth
generation Grenadier. There was one incident at
Sandhurst worth recording. Confined to the Sand-
hurst sailing boat, Wishstream, in a French har-
bour, whilst the instructors went ashore to dine, he
decided to entertain the local fishermen to a medley
of songs starting with the Eton Boating Song, then
The British Grenadiers, then Men of Harlech and
so on. His rich baritone echoed across the harbour.
Amused locals on the quayside gathered to listen
and wine flowed. When the instructors returned
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Commanding Officer and Senior Major, Cyprus 1982
- (Left) Lt Col Anthony Denison-Smith (Right) Lt Col

Conway Seymour.

from their dinner, the young cadet, well-imbibed,
was commended for promoting Anglo-French
relations.

He joined the 1st Battalion in 1961 and spent his
first five years as a platoon commander in the UK,
Germany and on the Emergency tour in Cyprus.
His charisma and sense of fun quickly marked him
out as someone rather different. His immediate
rapport with all ranks made him both popular and
respected. In Cyprus, he and John Baskervyle-
Glegg vied with each other for the deepest tan. This
competition ended when Conway, now sporting a
moustache, was arrested by Greek policemen who
suspected he was a Turkish terrorist disguised as a
UN Officer. He was convinced he was about to be
shot.

From Cyprus, he was posted to Yorkshire to
become ADC to Rex Whitworth a much respected
Grenadier General, who was commanding
Northumbrian District. Not at all satisfied with
the HQ Officers’ Mess, he moved with speed into
the comfort and style of the Officers’ Mess of The
Queen’s Own Hussars, the local cavalry Regiment.
He became a very popular member of that Mess
and is remembered even today for being told off for
wearing his service dress cap at breakfast - a good
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Grenadier Custom.

Next, to his delight, he was selected to be
Second Captain of The Queen’s Company at
Caterham. There followed two Grenadier command
appointments, first as Company Commander
Headquarter Company 1st Battalion in Sharjah and
Londonderry, followed by two years commanding the
Grenadier Training Company at The Guards Depot.

It was now time for Conway to undertake a staff
job to further his career. Many such appointments
were within reach of his home, one of which was
on the Staff of the Parachute Brigade in Aldershot.
Offered this post he responded with the immortal
words ‘If God had wanted me to fly, he would have
given me wings!” He settled for an appointment in
Quartering.

In 1976 he returned to the fold as Headquarter
Company Commander 2nd Battalion, which
took him to Hong Kong and then Londonderry
as Community Relations Officer — the perfect
appointment for his skill with people. He used
to arrange football matches with the local
schoolchildren in the Creggan Estate, followed by
enormous teas, thus helping to diffuse the hostility
in the largely republican area.

Two Grade 2 Staff appointments followed - one
in Defence Sales where he excelled hosting foreign
Visitors and the next in PS12 involved in all
ceremonial events, right up his street.

With a sigh of relief he returned once more to his
Regiment as Senior Major 2nd Battalion, serving
in Germany, Chelsea and Cyprus. In Germany, the
Officers Mess decided to celebrate the Commanding
Officer’s 40th Birthday with an Indian night, in
deference to his birth in Bangalore. Conway arrived
for dinner with a bottle of champagne dressed as a
Red Indian!

The battalion deployed to Cyprus in November
1982 on an unaccompanied six month tour and
Conway was given command of one half of the
Battalion, with the task of securing the Eastern
Sovereign Base Area based in Dhekelia. He was
promoted to Acting Lieutenant Colonel. ‘Do
you realise that I am the first Seymour in four
generations of Grenadiers to reach this rank’ he
proudly declared.

He was a very safe pair of hands and was much
admired in the local area. There was also the latent
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showman in him. As the Battalion was about to
leave Cyprus, Conway was tasked with arranging
a Farewell Party in the Dhekelia Beach Club for
all the VIPs on the Island, including the seven UN
commanders from the line. On the night of the
party, Conway decided that the Corps of Drums
should march up the beach from the sea, in tunic
Order, to Beat Retreat in front of the guests. He
proudly took the salute. It was a spectacular event.

Two more Staff appointments in the MOD,
both in the Planning world, led him gleefully in
1985 to a five year tour as Regimental Adjutant.
He was brilliant in the appointment and loved
it. He considered The Regimental Band to be his
personal command and took a great interest in
all the musicians and the music. But much more
than this, he crisscrossed the country visiting all
the Association Branches, speaking at their events
and boosting their morale with his extravert
good humour. He loyally supported his
Lieutenant Colonels and fundamentally kept the
Regiment safe.

The one drawback to the appointment was
that he had to attend the Trooping every year on
horseback. He was a reluctant rider, as confirmed
by the verdict on his riding course in 1962 ‘I
would not recommend him as a future horseman.’
But, typically, he got on with it cheerfully and,
in the end, rode on the Birthday Parade a great
many times.

His final job in the Army was back to The Guards
Depot as Headquarter Company Commander and
Officer Commanding the All Arms Drill Wing. He
was described by the Commandant as a wise old
bird, which sums him up perfectly.

On retiring from the Army in 1992 he helped to
raise money for Basingstoke Hospital working out
of a shoebox for an office. Imagine his delight when,
three years later, he was asked to return to RHQ
to be Regimental Adjutant as a retired Officer.
Back to the Regiment came this extraordinary
personality, bubbling with enthusiasm and loyalty,
who continued to serve in the appointment for
a further eleven years. The culmination of this
tenure was the 350th Anniversary of the Regiment
in 2006 when, due to reductions in staff and with
the Battalion away on operations, the responsibility
for all the events fell to him. It was an outstanding
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success. For this success, coupled with his years
of unwavering loyalty to the Regiment and to the
Crown he was awarded the LVO.

Many readers may remember the ITV
documentary about the Regiment ‘Guarding The
Queen’ when, with his enormous charm, good
humour and panache, he promoted the spirit of the
Regiment and, in particular, the Regimental Band;
indeed at one point bursting into the opening bars
of the Grenadier Quick March.

But, this was not the end of his service with
the Regiment. He accepted to continue as the
Regimental Archivist. His knowledge of the
Regiment was unparalleled. He seemed to know
every member of The First Guards Club and
was immediately available to answer questions
about any former Grenadier family from across
the country and indeed the globe. He much enjoyed
the research.

Conway Seymour is quite simply a Grenadier
legend. In all, he served his Regiment for nearly 50
years and he became a permanent source of wisdom
and counsel on all Grenadier matters. But, perhaps
he will best be remembered for his endless supply of
limericks, many unprintable, and his fund of funny
stories, which he would deliver with perfection,
leaving the punchline until the last safe moment
and then doubling up with laughter. He was such
fun to be with, always so kind and attentive and
blessed with enormous charm.

He loved to sing, was a staunch supporter of his
village Church, adored Opera, was an excellent fly
fisherman, a good shot, a keen sailor and a cunning
spin bowler, tossing the ball way up so that the
flight deceived the batsman. There was a lovely
occasion when fishing on the Helmsdale. It was
late in the afternoon and an invitation to dinner
that night further downstream had been accepted.
There had been no fish all day and Conway asked to
remain on the river to be picked up later. His hosts
duly arrived to collect him, but there was no sign
of Conway. It was almost dark when a figure was
seen struggling up the bank some way off with an
enormous fish. Carrying rods, nets and the fish, he
was bundled into the car and taken to the dinner
party unchanged, in tremendous form hugging his
salmon to his chest.

Conway married twice, first to Elizabeth
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Holdsworth Hunt. They had two children, Harry
and Arabella. They divorced in 1978. He married,
secondly, Diana Trefgarne in 1981, who survives
him along with their daughter Emily and three
step-children. He loved all his family very much and
gained great strength from them. Our sympathies
go out to all of them, including his three grandsons.

Conway had so many friends and it is tragic that
this generous lovable personality was carried away
so early by vascular dementia. But, his indomitable
spirit and sense of humour remained to the end,
as witnessed by so many friends who went to visit
him in his final years. A week or so before he died, I
repeated to him, over the telephone, the first line of
a favourite limerick and, although he could hardly
converse, he completed it without a mistake and
roared with laughter. He was a very special man,
who will be much missed.

Lieutenant Colonel (QM)
Bill Clarke, OBE

by Major General Sir Evelyn
Webb-Carter KCVO, OBE, DL
formerly Grenadier Guards

ill Clarke died last year aged

83. He was a fine Grenadier
who made an enormous
impression on me. He died on
St George’s Day; something
he would have said was only
for Coldstreamers! I first came
across him when he was CSM
of the Queen’s Company in
Sharjah in 1969 and I was the newly arrived Second
Captain. He had very high standards and I learnt
many things from him. I was always entertained
by his dry wit and repartee tinged with sarcasm.
I was to serve with him frequently thereafter. He
became the Sergeant Major when I was Adjutant
of the 2nd Battalion in 1972 and we went out to
British Honduras for a battalion exercise which
turned into a semi operational tour. We were being
reunited with the Inkerman Company which had
been making up a small garrison for the preceding
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six months. There were already suspicions they had
gone native. Going out we were both in the main
party and as we entered the gate to Airport Camp
he took in the bad order of the barrack guard and
said to a nervous guard commander with some
force ‘Butlins in Belize is over, come and see me
in my office’. Later it was my practice to take the
small battalion HQ on an early morning run and as
the runway was seldom used we frequently crossed
it. However on one occasion as we were about half
way across Bill looked right and said something like
‘clucking bells that aircraft is about to land’ and
sure enough a large aircraft with a Foreign Office
minister on board had to abort its landing. Bill
refused to go running with me ever again!

Bill was born in Lambeth in 1936 and as a boy he
worked as farm labourer for a while and acquired
a passion for gardening which never left him.
He joined the Regiment aged 17 and went to the
3rd Battalion. He quickly gained promotion and
was a Gold Sergeant in No 1 Company when the
battalion went into suspended animation in 1960.
He was subsequently sent to the Queen’s Company
where he spent most of his battalion service. He
married Mary in 1959 and they had two children,
Debra and Paul. In due course he became CSM the
Queen’s Company, followed by Drill Sergeant. In
this latter role there is one person who remembers
his sensible approach to ceremonial. In 1971 at the
State Opening of Parliament the Queen’s Company
was on duty outside the House of Lords complete
with the Queen’s Company Colour. 2/Lt Forbes
was Ensign. A vicious wind blew. As many know,
the Royal Standard is awkward in a strong wind.
Bill gave clear, sensible advice: ‘don’t let go of the
Colour until ‘SHE’ arrives; then just the Royal
Salute.” Jonathan Forbes was forever grateful
for his wise words, having bodily ‘sailed’ ninety
degrees starboard on releasing the Colour for the
‘Present’ on the arrival of the first lesser member
of the Royal Family! All was well, his subsequent
inactivity going unnoticed.

In 1972, the following year he was Sergeant
Major of the 2nd Battalion. Afterwards he was
Families Officer and then TQM and MTO of the 1st
Battalion. In September 1978 he returned to the 2nd
Battalion as the Quartermaster where he served
for four years earning a GOC’s Commendation, an
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unusual length of time and for which he was also
awarded the MBE. It was a well merited award as
he had to manage the battalion’s arms plot move
and the change to the mechanised role. Being of
social disposition he suggested to the Commanding
Officer that there should be a Guardsman’s Club
in barracks. In due course this was agreed and Bill
devoted much time to the concept which was named
‘The Wellington Bar’. It proved to be a popular
move and helped to reduce the dramas in Minster
city centre. . In amongst all this was an emergency
tour to Fermanagh with a company detached to
Londonderry. He was an outstanding organiser and
always conducted his business with his dry sense
of humour. On one occasion after a good party in
the Officers Mess and safely negotiating the main
road at Oxford Barracks he and David Webster, the
TQM smartly dressed in Mess Kit walked through
barracks on their way home to their quarters. They
decided to do some area cleaning to make the point
to the Sergeant Major, Maurice Joyce, that the
barracks needed sorting. They deposited two bags
worth of leaves on the Sergeant Major’s doorstep
and went merrily home. However, the Sergeant
Major the next morning although somewhat
enraged was soon amused to find 5 miniature
medals amongst the leaves which could only have
belonged to Bill. Maurice had a lot of fun over this
as Bill wriggled and placed the blame on David
Webster whose idea it allegedly and probably was.

In 1982 he was released from the rigours of
Minster but not before his Commanding Officer
wrote: ‘He was responsible for overseeing a major
modernisation programme of Oxford Barracks.
His deft handling of the various agencies involved,
his imagination, forethought, initiative and
perseverance ensured the complete success of the
venture.......He leaves the Regiment after 28 years
loyal service; his willingness, selflessness, efficiency,
quick reaction and above all his marvellous sense of
humour will be greatly missed by all.’

His reward for his hard work was a posting to
Cyprus as QM of the UNFICYP Support Regiment,
a job which he loved but perhaps more to the
point he and Mary discovered this was where they
wanted to retire to. But before that Bill was sent
to Warminster as TQM of the School of Infantry
at Warminster. This was followed by a further two
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years as Quartermaster in the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel of the British Army Training Support
Unit Wainwright in Canada. He clearly had had
some spare time to improve his qualifications as
he worked to qualify himself as a member of the
British Institute of Management and as a Master of
Information Systems Management. Nevertheless,
he was rewarded for his services to Anglo-Canadian
relations in Edmonton with advancement to OBE
in the Order of The British Empire. And so, to
retirement in 1990 and at last he and Mary could
retreat to Paphos in Cyprus which became their
happy home for over 25 years. His funeral service
was held at Dhekelia British Military Cemetery.
Bill was a character and for all his working life
a loyal Grenadier. He was a good friend to me
over the years and those of us who remember
the immaculate Sergeant Major or industrious
Quartermaster will mourn his passing and so we
commiserate with his family, Mary, Debra, Paul and
their three grandchildren.

Major Stephen Denhel, MBE

by Major General Sir Evelyn
Webb-Carter KCVO, OBE, DL
formerly Grenadier Guards

tephen Dehnel died very

suddenly on 24th May
last year. It was of a massive
heart attack and he would
have felt very little. He was
comparatively young and
apparently he had often said
to his family that he hoped to
die in the prime of life and not
live through a long illness. He won his wish but his
family and those who knew him lost someone who
was really very special.

I first met Stephen when I became the Captain of
the Queen’s Company in 1983 a momentous year
with Kenya, Her Majesty’s Inspection, Escort on
the Troop and Crossmaglen all in a few months.
There was a lot to do and most of it required a
high level of administration which fell to Stephen.
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I don’t think I had met such a whirlwind in
my Regimental life, an astonishing work ethic,
attention to detail and a frightening determination.
I remember very clearly watching him operate in
Kenya where one gets to know one’s team under
field conditions. It was obvious he had extremely
high standards and expected all to meet them and
those that didn’t were condemned as ‘idle wasters’.
I learnt that he sometimes needed restraining and
on one occasion I said you mustn’t be quite so hard
on the guardsmen, the response was ‘Sir’ and then
he added ‘but they have to learn’. Yes quite but!!
He was a dedicated Grenadier who was loyal to the
Regiment, his officers and guardsmen. Yes, he was
strict and intolerant of fools but even they had a
sneaking admiration for him. He had an emerging
charm and a sense of humour which developed
over the years. Our paths parted but we were to
meet again.

So how did it all begin?

He was born in Basingstoke in 1951 on Waterloo
Day, something I only learnt after his death. There
had been ample opportunity for him to tell me as
we worked on the Bicentenary of Waterloo project
but it demonstrates that under the bonnet of this
machine he was a very private and modest person.
His father was an insurance broker who had served
in the RTR during National Service and his mother
had served in the WAAF. He was essentially a boy
of action and at a young age acquired a sense of
what high standards were. And for this reason
his eye alighted on the Brigade of Guards. By now
he was 18 and being tall he had no difficulty in
persuading the recruiter to put him straight into
the Grenadiers, how lucky we were.

Stephen went to the Depot but he was not the
average recruit as even at that stage it was obvious
he was going to go far. And so to the 1st Battalion
and to the Queen’s Company, the Company he
was to spend so much of his life with, becoming
a Platoon Sergeant, Pay Sergeant and Company
Sergeant Major. He was very proud of this record.
As an instructor at the time put it, ‘from an early
stage the white flame of Regimental righteousness
burned in his eye, so much so that there was black
and white but never grey!” I don’t think that
ever really changed and so it did not take long
for Stephen to gain Non Commissioned rank and
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return to the Guards Depot as an instructor. In
1971 he met Susan then serving in the Women’s
Royal Air Force and in 1975 they were married
in the City of London and so started a wonderful
marriage. Susan softened him a bit but it certainly
did not extinguish that white flame.

A year or so later he was promoted to Gold
Sergeant and was back in the Queen’s Company.
His course report from Senior Brecon is a good one
but it identified his uncompromising approach to
soldiering and behoved him to be more tolerant...
some chance! He was a very good shot and became
a wonderful coach to the Battalion shooting team,
leading as he always did by example: this was an
important part of his personal code. He was in
the Army 100 and gained the Golden Gun a badge
for the best shot in the battalion, which he wore
with pride. It was not long after this that he went
to Sandhurst to train the officers of the future
and there he excelled. A cadet in his Company
remembers him as being ruthlessly efficient and
fiercely competitive. However he had a tendency as
this officer cadet put it to ‘overthink’ and that rings
true to me. In those days his sense of humour was
not so formative as I latterly remember.

After Sandhurst it was the Queen’s Company
again and this time as the Pay Sergeant. When we
went to Kenya everybody had to go through the
Movement Control Centre at South Cerney and
whilst the advance party had long since emplaned
the main party with Stephen in charge were left
waiting... and waiting... until Stephen could bear
it no longer and approached the desk where an
indolent RAF non commissioned officer wearing a
propeller device on his arm was sitting looking smug.
The conversation heard by most of the Company
was one sided ‘listen to me PROPELLER...” Morale
rose! It’s about this time that he acquired one of
his many nicknames, ‘Zanussi’ after the washing
machine because its marketing mantra was an
appliance of science, never resting or breaking
down. The Guardsmen ever quick witted reckoned
he was their own appliance of science!

Guardsman at the time tells a good story of
Stephen. Some hay boxes needed scraping down and
repainted and there was a need for a fatigue party.
The Guardsmen got wind of this and the lines were
suddenly evacuated. It was like the Great Escape.
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Faced with no fatigue party Stephen ran to his car
and intercepted most of the miscreant before they
could get to Hounslow West Tube. My informant
got away but was met the next morning with a
knowing remark from Stephen, ‘I hope you had a
pleasant evening’. Later when Stephen was CSM,
that Guardsman’s father died and he remembers
how generous Stephen was in giving him a lot of
latitude in regard to compassionate leave.

Stephen had high standards and was ruthless
in applying them but there was that side that not
everybody saw. When a Guardsman had a real
problem, at home or elsewhere he was the first to
take action and do something to help. Facebook
entries since his death have been full of touching
tributes and gratitude for small acts of kindness.
People may have feared him but goodness me they
admired him. There is also the story of the frogman
from the Royal Engineers who were caught red
handed by the Queen’s Company on an exercise.
Stephen decided to interrogate him without success
so the hapless frogman was stripped to the waist
and tied to a tree whilst the signals NCO prepared
some electrics... he talked!

In the mid 1980’s Stephen was Drill Sergeant at
the Depot and a certain Lance Sergeant was quietly
washing his car on Christmas Eve in shorts and
flip flops. There was seemingly nobody about but
around the corner came the Drill Sergeant in No 2
Dress Sam Browne belt etc. A dressing down ensued
with the order to go and change into pinstripe suit
and polished shoes and then continue with the car.
Shocked somewhat the Lance Sergeant went to his
room hoping The Drill Bloke would go away but
‘No’ looking out of the window he could see Stephen
waiting by the car until he returned. What a chap!

In 1988 he was appointed Garrison Sergeant
Major of British Forces Hong Kong and this
was to prove a wonderful two years with the
family. One of his Commanders told me he was a
consummate Brigade of Guards Sergeant Major
who managed with skill and some considerable
style a cosmopolitan mess of all three services and
Chinese and Malay. He was invaluable as a stage
manager of several Royal visits; he knew exactly
what to do. Allegedly he even ordered a US aircraft
carrier to move as it was spoiling his view of the
harbour. From Hong Kong he was deservedly
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commissioned and his first appointment was to be
Regimental Recruiting Officer a job he devoted his
normal energy to.

As a commissioned officer Stephen devoted
as much energy as he had as a Warrant Officer
no mellowing so far as we could see but for his
good work at Catterick as Second in Command of
Guards Company he was awarded the MBE, a well
deserved medal for all his dedication. He was a fine
Quartermaster. Not long after that he came and
worked for me at Horse Guards and once again I
was able to see his remarkable work ethic in play.

After leaving the Army Stephen became the
Manager of the Royal Homes at Queen Alexandra
Court in Wimbledon a large establishment with
self contained flats for service widows. Stephen
and Susan devoted five years to the Homes and
as one resident put it they made it ‘a great place
to live’ and they organised some wonderful visits
for residents who were made to feel privileged
and ‘special’ as widows. Once again Stephen and
Susan, working as a team went the extra mile to
build a happy community, holding parties and
raising standards all round. As one resident put it,
he was ‘the best example of a British soldier and
gentleman’. Another told Susan that he brought
sunshine to their lives. Tragically his time was
suddenly and cruelly cut short over the handling of
a minor incident involving third parties. The Royal
Homes have not been the same since. This was a
major blow to both Susan and Stephen which he
only very recently had come to terms with.

Although inwardly wounded he was never a
person to dwell on misfortune and very soon he was
looking for things to do and so it was the Regiment’s
good luck that Stephen was available to throw
himself with his customary energy into running the
Wellington to Waterloo Bicycle Ride to raise money
for the Colonel’s Fund. During the ride a participant
was run over by a car. The officer lying prostrate
below a wheel had time to tell the driver to ring
Stephen’s mobile. In a flash he was there, sorting
out the drama. Having assessed who was to blame
Stephen tore such a strip off the car driver that he
swore never to drive again. Subsequently the Police
stated there were grounds for a prosecution but
the victim of the accident reckoned the driver had
already been more than punished.
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Then he turned his hand to The Presentation of
Colours, Inspection of the Queen’s Company and
Grenadier Day all rolled into one, a gargantuan
project which Stephen relished. He was a brilliant
organiser and so he became a sort of Events
Manager for RHQ and built up a close relationship
with the Guild of San Sebastian in Bruges where the
Regiment was formed. As a result, he was awarded
the Officer of the Order of the Crown of Belgium by
the King of The Belgians. The idea was to present
the award in London as a surprise. Susan and the
boys contrived to get him to London on a spurious
pretext so that it could be presented. Stephen never
reacted well to surprises either good or bad and so
this was not easy because he questioned all the
pretexts and excuses to the extent that he sensed
something was up.

In 2015 Stephen volunteered to run the part of
the Waterloo Commemoration Service in St Pauls
which I was organising. It was wonderful to be
working with him again and the years in between
rolled away and a perfect service resulted. Someone
said to me had I noticed that several emails from
Stephen were despatched at 3 in the morning.
‘Oh that’s perfectly normal’ I replied and Stephen
would say he did not need sleep.

Time to relax and enjoy a retirement perhaps?
You must be joking. He turned his energy to local
government. In 2015 in the midst of Waterloo and
Agincourt he was elected a Councillor for Ashford
Downs North. Soon he was taking on portfolios on
the Council and brought that energy into a new
field. Among many other events he organised the
acclaimed photographic exhibition. He was on three
committees at his death. In the mayoral 2018/19
year he was one of the escorts to the Mayor who
immensely appreciated his organisational skills
and military knowledge. So highly regarded was he
as a man of integrity and energy Stephen was about
to take a cabinet position on the Council.

Many have said how they had never met anybody
quite like Stephen and that seems to be the uniform
view whichever side of the Gods you were. Stephen
will be long remembered as a Grenadier legend well
into the future. His standards were difficult for us
all to attain. He was a devoted father and husband
and was always so proud of his boys and what they
have achieved; this probably meant more than
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anything else to him. I can’t help wondering what
impact he will have in another place; gripping the
angels and cherubs, no doubt! However, we in this
mortal world shall not look upon his like again.

Captain Anthony Chambers, DL

by Captain Peter Constable Maxwell
formerly Grenadier Guards

ony Chambers died on

21st November 2019 at
75 years of age. He was born
at Barnard Castle, Yorkshire
on 8th December 1943, the
2nd son of Brigadier Sam
Chambers CBE and Mollie nee
McAllister Chambers. Serving
in the Royal Engineers, Sam
was promoted during World War 2 from private
soldier to Brigadier; a notable achievement. At
Sam’s funeral, Tony pointed out that in Sam’s day,
if starting with modest credentials, the Army was
one of the few routes available for social mobility.

Tony was educated at Ampleforth College,
and after a year studying as a novice monk at
Ampleforth Abbey, went on to St Catherine’s
College Oxford, where he took a BA Honours
Degree and subsequently MA in Modern History.
He married in 1965, Rosemary fourth daughter of
Wing Commander Gerald Constable Maxwell MC,
DFC, AFC, the Royal Flying Corps Fighter Ace who
shot down 32 German planes in WW1, and Carrie
Carden of Dallas Texas. Whilst at Oxford with the
OTC he did a stint with the Kings African Rifles,
commanded by his future Grenadier brother-in-
law Brigadier Miles Fitzalan Howard, later Major
General the Duke of Norfolk,

Tony went on to be commissioned into the
Grenadier Guards in 1965. His brother officer,
James Tedder; says; ‘During the early years of the
Northern Ireland troubles, in 1970, the Grenadier’s
First Battalion was sent to Londonderry and within
hours were on the street dispersing angry rioters.
Tony, as second in command of No. 2 Company
was coordinating the military response from
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the Operations Room. The Ops Room could be
extremely tense and busy. However, he was always
cool, calm and very helpful to all. Tony had a
delightful sense of humour and much laughter was
had by all concerned. He had a very good rapport
with all ranks and was highly respected’.

Another close friend, Philip Wright, says; “Tony
joined 1st Battalion when training for a possible
emergency deployment to Aden was being carried out.
This involved night patrolling exercises on Hankley
Common, a small army training area surrounded by
houses. Tony, who had been trained in the importance
of following a compass bearing without deviating,
managed in the pitch dark to lead his platoon of 30
guardsmen off the area into the large garden of one of
the houses. The astonished owner watched as Tony,
followed by his platoon. climbed down one side of his,
fortunately empty, swimming pool and then crawled
across the bottom and over the far side without once
deviating from their bearing.

By 1968 Tony had been promoted to Captain
in command of the Signals Platoon on a nine-
month unaccompanied tour in Sharjah, providing a
communications network throughout the Trucial
States and ground to air communications with the
Royal Air Force. He was a brilliant Regimental Signals
Officer, who mastered the very tricky atmospherics of
the desert and mountain signals environment.

After 5 years Tony left the Army, convinced by
the Regimental Colonel that (in those days), as a
married man he would not get the key jobs like
Adjutant leading to high promotion. After his
retirement from the Regiment, he kept in contact
in part through his support for the regimental
Miles Marriott Trust. John Rodwell writes: ‘The
Trust was originally endowed by his family, at
the end of WW2 in memory of Miles Marriott who
was Kkilled right at the end of the War. Since then
it has been responsible for providing some small
assistance with school fees for Grenadier Officers
who might otherwise have left the Army to seek
greater financial reward in civilian life. Tony was
appointed as a Trustee 20 years ago and took over
from Bernard Gordon-Lennox as Chairman in June
2012. His financial experience as a Banker with
Flemings, together with his experience of bringing
up a large family, made him ideally qualified to
advise his fellow Trustees and guide the fortunes
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of the Trust, a role which he carried out with
characteristic enthusiasm, skill and determination.’

On leaving the Army, Tony joined merchant bank
Hill Samuel. He took an MBA at Manchester Business
School, he joined First National Bank of Chicago in
London, focusing in early 1970s on North Sea Oil
development, also expanding the bank’s interests
in ex British Africa- notably Kenya and Nigeria. In
1984 he became a Director of Robert Fleming, and in
1996, Head of Banking and Chairman of several of
its overseas banking operations. A friend also on the
board described him as an imposing presence. Later
he held several chairmanships and directorships. He
was a passionate sailor and member of the Royal
Yacht Squadron.

Tony was devoted to his family, with huge pride
in Rosemary, who survives him with their five
children and 17 grandchildren. A friend says of him:
‘He was incredibly warm and kind; magnificent and
upright in all he did, a man of complete integrity
and decency.’” He combined high intelligence with
humour and practical common sense. He held a
strong Christian faith tempered with constructive
criticism of the Catholic church hierarchy, which
he felt gave inadequate attention to the views of
the laity. He was a Trustee of the Army Benevolent
Fund, Help the Aged, and The Army Cadets, and
The Hospital of St John and Elisabeth, He was also
Chairman of Hampshire Scouts and a Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of Hampshire.

Captain Christopher Keeling

by Colonel AT W Duncan LVO OBE
formerly Grenadier Guards

hristopher Keeling died
peacefully in his sleep, at
his London home on Friday
26th April 2019, He was 88.
Christopher was born in
London on 15th June 1930. His
father was Sir Edward Keeling,
MC MEP at that time Mayor of
Westminster and Conservative
Member of Parliament for Twickenham.
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Following the Dragon School, Eton and
Sandhurst, Christopher joined the 3rd Battalion
Grenadier Guards at Chelsea Barracks in July
1950. His contemporaries were Hugh Hertford,
Alan Hissey, Mike Button, Richard Besly and a
rather stout Indian officer on attachment called
Major Singh. Richard Besly recalls that the latter
was a great advantage as they never got seriously
chased on the square in case Singh collapsed!

In July 1951 the Battalion boarded a troopship for
Tripoli; this became an excellent training ground
as, shortly after its arrival, the situation in the
Canal Zone deteriorated and the Battalion moved
to Tobruk on board the cruiser HMS Liverpool.
After a few weeks, during which it was possible to
visit the underground hospital and other wartime
sites of interest, the Battalion continued its move
to the Canal Zone where it remained for three
years in a camp at Deversoir. During this tour
Christopher shared a tent with Richard Besly, plus
a bulldog named Carlos which had been left with
them by a brother officer. Christopher and Richard
were frequently in front of the Adjutant, Hew
Hamilton-Dalrymple, for various demeanours.
Richard recalls one occasion in the French Club
in Ismailia, when Christopher stuck a pin into the
backside of the manager, a large stout Frenchman
who was singing a song with the dance band. The
culprit was discovered and both were thrown out!

On another occasion, after a considerable amount
to drink in the Officers Club in Fayid, they were
both asked to leave; having driven back to camp and
parked the car, they emerged remarking to each other
at the same time, “Thank God I wasn’t driving!’

In June 1953, Christopher was selected to be one
of the officers of a Guard size detachment which
flew back to London to represent the Battalion at
the Coronation. The Battalion returned to England
later that year, by which time Christopher was the
Battalion’s Signals Officer. He had, however, decided
to retire and take up a career in the City, opting
for the insurance market at Lloyds of London.
After working as a broker and underwriter he
became a managing agent for non-working names
at Lloyds, the majority of whom lived abroad. For
decades he made annual trips to Australia, the US,
Asia and Southern Africa where many of these
names, despite the fluctuating fortunes of their
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investments, became lifelong friends. He loved his
work, mainly due to the people he met, and did not
retire until late into his 80’s.

In spite of his business responsibilities and varied
pursuits, he never lost interest in the Regiment and
was at heart a traditionalist. He regularly attended
the First Guards Club and was Vice-President of the
London Branch of the Association; his commitment
to the Regimental Reserve of Officers resulted in
his being called back for duty with the 3rd Battalion
during the Suez Crisis in 1956. His splendid house
on the Thames Embankment held a treasure trove
of Grenadier memorabilia, including pictures,
figurines- in silver, bronze and china- and bound
copies of the ‘Journal of the Brigade of Guards.” All
these items he has most generously bequeathed to
the Regiment and the Guards Museum.

Away from work he was a very enthusiastic shot
and was passionate about cricket, belonging to the
MCC and travelling abroad to watch England in
Test matches in Australia, South Africa and the
West Indies — but not as part of the Barmy Army!
An avid reader, he devoured several books a month,
including memoires, history, military history and
the occasional novel. He was also an enthusiastic
stamp collector from early childhood to his last
days, and a good bridge player. He was also devoted
to his Border Terriers,

Christopher married first in 1955 Veronica Waugh,
with whom he had two sons, the eldest of whom
tragically died in India in 1981, and a daughter.
The marriage was dissolved and in 1974 he married
Rachel MacDonald who predeceased him in 2016. He
is survived by his son Julian, and his daughter Nicola.

A Memorial Service for Christopher was held in
the Guards Chapel on Thursday 10th October 2019.
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Captain (QM) Albert
(Stan) Holloway

by Colonel John O’Connell JP
formerly Grenadier Guards

tan Holloway died this year

aged 87. I first met Stan at
the Guards Depot in 1964. He
was the Platoon Sergeant of
the Grenadier platoon and I
was the Platoon Commander.
We looked after 120 Junior
Guardsmen aged between 14
and 16 - it was a challenging
job full of potential problems. Stan was the perfect
choice - he had great presence, could be forceful
when he needed to be, but equally sympathetic
and had a kindly twinkle. He was affectionately
known by many as Uncle Stan. He never swore but
if someone upset him, he would simply call them a
‘paillard’ — which I think means boneless chicken -
they invariably got the message.

As well as being a drill and training instructor,
his appointment required him to gainfully manage
young recruits who needed to be kept busy. He
threw himself into this by teaching rugby, football
and boxing. A particular success was the winning
of the inter platoon boxing competition. Under his
leadership the platoon won all but one bout. I have
clear memories of him during adventure training
- climbing Snowden followed by 120 youngsters,
taking them out into the Irish Channel in canoes
in freezing weather and swimming before breakfast
in March.

Stan was born in North Molton in Devon in 1932.
He first joined the Regiment in 1951 serving in
Germany, the Canal Zone and England. He had a
short break between 1957 and 1959 trying life in
the outside world. He quickly realised this was not
for him, missing the Regiment and his friends.

He spent much of his service at the Guards Depot
and RMA Sandhurst - being as he had shown in
early days —ideally suited to training young recruits
and potential officers. He also served in battalions
in Northern Ireland, Kenya and Germany.

He was a College Sergeant Major in Sandhurst
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and Regimental Sergeant Major of 1st Battalion
under, uniquely, both Colonel Bernard Gordon
Lennox and his successor, Colonel David Gordon
Lennox, as Commanding Officers. He was proud
and privileged to be the Sergeant Major of the
Battalion at the Trooping of the Colour in 1975. He
was commissioned in 1976 returning to the Junior
Guardsman’s Company as second-in-command. His
last appointment was as DOPT London District —
interestingly he had been a PTI in the 3d Battalion
in 1952 and, as a light heavy weight, was one of the
Battalion’s boxing stars.

He is well-remembered for his impromptu
speeches in the Sergeant Mess and was a loyal
member of the Sergeants Past and Present Club
and the Quarter Masters and Riding Masters
Dining Club. My last meeting with him was when
he generously invited me to one of their memorable
dinners in Saint James’s Palace.

He married Gladys in 1956, who was a teacher
during her working life and, for many years, a
head mistress. They were married for 63 years. She
survives him with their two sons - Rex and Guy.
He loved the West Country and spent much of his
retirement living in North Devon.

Reports on him over many years describe Stan
as being thoughtful, conscientious, hardworking,
invariably cheerful and loyal. He was all of that and
much more. He was a highly-respected Grenadier

Sir John Alexander Noble
Graham Bt GCMG

by the Regimental Archivist

ir John Graham, who has

died aged 93, was born
on 15 July 1926 in Calcutta,
where the family business,
Graham’s Port, had diversified
to in the 19th Century The son
of Lt Col Sir [John] Reginald
Graham who had won a VC
during the Samarrah offensive
in Mesopotamia in 1917, he was educated at Eton
College when two German bombs fell on the
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College in 1940. He joined the Army in 1944 and
was commissioned in the Regiment shortly after
the end of the Second World War. He served with
the 3rd Battalion in England and Palestine.

After leaving the Army he went up to Trinity
College Cambridge to read Classics and Law before
joining the Diplomatic Service and studying at
the Middle East Centre for Arabic. Studies. His
diplomatic career included tours in Bahrain (1951),
Kuwait Army in (1952) Jordan (1953), Yugoslavia
(1957-60), Libya (1960-61) and London where he
was Private Secretary to two Foreign Secretaries,
Michael Stewart and Sir Alec Douglas-Home.

After being posted to Washington as Counsellor
and then Head of Chancery, he served as
Ambassador to Iraq from 1974-77, represented the
British Government on the ground in the run-up
to the Lancaster House Agreement deciding the
future of Rhodesia in 1978, and was Ambassador to
Iran from 1979-80 during the turbulent days after
the overthrow of the Shah. He succeeded to the
baronetcy as the 4th Baronet in 1980. His final post
was as Ambassador and Permanent Representative
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to NATO from 1982-86, the last two years when
Lord Carrington, a fellow Grenadier, was Secretary
General.

He retired from the Diplomatic Service in 1986,
becoming Registrar of the Order of St Michael and
St George 1987-2001 and Director of the Ditchley
Foundation 1987-92.

In 1956 he married first Marygold Austin (who
died as a result of a car accident in 1991) and then,
in 1992, Janet Howells (née Hayes), the widow of a
diplomat.

Sir John was always immensely proud of his
short career in the Regiment and reminded his
Argyll and Sutherland Highlander kinsmen that
his experiences with the Brigade Squad and as a
young Grenadier officer had left an indelible mark.
He was a committed supporter and Vice President
of the Oxfordshire Branch of the Association for
many years.

Sir John leaves two sons and one daughter from
his first marriage. The eldest, Lt General Andrew
Graham CB CBE (late A and SH), succeeds to the
title as the 5th baronet.

Grenadiers at Nijmegen 75 years ago.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Review of Grenadier Guards
An Account of Operations
1996-2015 by Alan Ogden

G_reat Regiments, like great buildings, embody a
powerful sense of shared identity.

They also serve to inspire as well as to comfort
in difficult times. The back cover of this excellent
operational account of a challenging era in the
Grenadiers’ illustrious history records L/Cpl James
Ashworth’s inspirational gallantry in Helmand
Provincein 2012 where he was to win the Regiment’s
14th Victoria Cross. Under the patronage of H.R.H
The Prince Philip, The Colonel’s Fund raised £3m
to look after the families of Grenadiers killed in
action, and to care for those wounded in mind or
body.

Writing any form of Regimental history is a
daunting task. A biography looks at the life of one
person; the history of a regiment looks at the lives
and actions of many individuals whose <take> on
events during their period of service is likely to be
coloured by their own personal experience. Rudyard
Kipling>s unsurpassed masterpiece, ‘The Irish
Guards in the Great War’ describes in Kipling’s own
words, ‘soberly and with what truth is possible the
experiences of the Regiment’. Alan Ogden, a former
Grenadier and the Regiment’s current archivist,
describes this account, ‘As a record, to capture with
fidelity the breadth and complexity of Operations
carried out by the Grenadiers 1996- 2015°. 1t is to
Alan’s great credit, and to the readers’ pleasure,
that he avoids merely recording the formulaic
templates required today by the MOD’s Historical
Branch in regimental war diaries. His time spent
talking to the commanders during this period is
invaluable.

Alan covers an unusually searching and complex
period for the Regiment from Northern Ireland
to Kosovo and Bosnia, to Iraq and Afghanistan
where the Regiment completed three tours. In the
Balkans, Grenadiers may not have had to endure
the kinetic ferocity of Afghanistan but they were

GRENADIER GUARDS

AN ACCOUNT OF OPERATIONS

1996-2015

to witness atrocities which were to eat into any
man’s soul. Lt Col Piers Ashfield DSO, then The
Queen’s Company Second Captain: ‘We arrived in
Kosovo Polje to find a number of Serbs had been
burnt alive in the drainage ditches in front of their
homes’. Major Hancock: ‘The biggest challenge
we faced was our Grenadier approach versus the
Dutch approach who felt they were purely to make
friends’. The Dutch approach led to the massacre of
8000 Bosnian at Srebrenica to the Dutch Nation’s
eternal shame. It makes for sober reading and a
testament to the Regiment’s discipline.

The account of the Grenadiers in Northern
Ireland, a campaign which, lest we forget, resulted
in more soldiers killed and wounded than the
Falklands, Iraq and Afghanistan put together,
will resonate strongly with those Grenadiers who
completed one or more of the 17 tours 1969- 2001.
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